: 100 We 7 | * 
* 77 Wh , „ 
* 


eh 
ö 


— — 


— — 


{| : 
: 
| | 
| ———. 
— no —˙ em 
RSS 
— IE SE 1 
/ 
| * == ——T—T— a ' 
" 9.2 be! - 6 , * / a . * 
_ 9 — 1 k 4 f 10 Y * 
oy — 4 TH. Th | 
u dd eb UL hon 5 R | 
| oe" A | 
It 0 5 11 - — | | : 
gh | err 

5 , | . a = 
ee h | = fs | 

10005 vy N. | li . 5 
Mee 8 | : "WW. MITE Wl 
e „ N. | bf 

17 N N | ml 

| | N | ” hi 

1 Pg 0 

I 2), | 

01 


with 


A N 1 7 | 
" = ? . : 9 7 
A 4 "4 2 + 7 | Iz 
— 5 — — 2 - : . — — N 
by WEE A LI Den EDD — Ol — ** n ” r Io ne 8 e 5 4 
* oy * — v ” 0 ccc IO — wen. pee 8 _— ELEC 
| : . . 7 \ * 2 ow, 12 Tat <> - wo 
: - 0 = | | 
i * - _ N 5 * = 
— 


: 100 We 7 | * 
* 77 Wh , „ 
* 


eh 
ö 


— — 


— — 


{| : 
: 
| | 
| ———. 
— no —˙ em 
RSS 
— IE SE 1 
/ 
| * == ——T—T— a ' 
" 9.2 be! - 6 , * / a . * 
_ 9 — 1 k 4 f 10 Y * 
oy — 4 TH. Th | 
u dd eb UL hon 5 R | 
| oe" A | 
It 0 5 11 - — | | : 
gh | err 

5 , | . a = 
ee h | = fs | 

10005 vy N. | li . 5 
Mee 8 | : "WW. MITE Wl 
e „ N. | bf 

17 N N | ml 

| | N | ” hi 

1 Pg 0 

I 2), | 

01 


with 


A N 1 7 | 
" = ? . : 9 7 
A 4 "4 2 + 7 | Iz 
— 5 — — 2 - : . — — N 
by WEE A LI Den EDD — Ol — ** n ” r Io ne 8 e 5 4 
* oy * — v ” 0 ccc IO — wen. pee 8 _— ELEC 
| : . . 7 \ * 2 ow, 12 Tat <> - wo 
: - 0 = | | 
i * - _ N 5 * = 
— 


A ACCOUNT” OF THE 
Risk, PRoGREss, and PRESENT: STATB 


c ue 
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BEFORE HA $ 
Rorar Hicunzes the DUKE of YORK, "I Fg 
AND IN THE* 
MaeDALENn CHAPEL,. Jer. xiii. 23. 
(Now firſt printed); | 


VE 


ro WHICH ARE ADDED,! 
1 Tus ADVICE To Tur MAGOALENP.. 5 
: WITH: THE 
PsATUs, Hymns, Prayers, RuLes, LIST of 
| SUBSCRIBERS 3;* f | 
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Sold by J. Kxox, near Somerſet-Houſe inthe Strand, 
1H, PARKER, oppoſite Birchin-Lane, Cornhill, 
And at the Magdalen-Hoſpital, 1770. Price 35. Ed., bound. 
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RET 
To the FouxrnH Eprriox. 


New Edition of this Work being called 
for, it may be proper to inform the 
Reader what hath been done in it. 


In the firſt place the Errors of the former 
Editions have been carefully corrected. The 
Account in the 6th Page of the Ri/e and Pra- 
greſs, is brought down only to the Year 1767 ; 
but having been ſince continued to the End 
of the Year 1768, that Account is added in a 
Note below.“ At the End of the Original 
Letters, we have ſubjoined © An authentic Nar- 
rative of a Magdalen, which we hope will 
be acceptable to the Friends of the Inftitu- 
tion ; and we have the Pleaſure to ſay, that 


A 2 many 


* Since the opening the Houſe, ioth Auguf, 
1758, to Chri/imas, 1768, One Thouſand and Thir- - 
ty-ſix Women have been admited. The following 
is the State of Admiſſions and Diſcharges during 
che Time. 
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many Narratives of this ſort, no leſs intereſt- 
ing, might eaſily be added. 

An additional Sermon is printed, which was 
preached in the Chapel, and intended to ob- 


viate an Objection which ſome have thrown 
out againſt the Undertaking. 


The Hymns have been carefully reviſed, 
and 


Reconciled to, and re- J #4 
ceived by their Friends, ; 
or placed in Services in > 50g Allowed 1516 00 
reputable Famihes, and 
to Trades, 

To 58 who have continu- 
ed in their firſt Place 
above one Vear, one 
Guinea each, 


Proved Lanatic, and 5 1576 18 © 


fliaed with incurable pl 
Fits 
Died, 


, Uneaſy | under Reſtraint, 


and diſmiſſed at their 
own Deſire 
Never returned from Hoſ- 
pitals, to which they 
were ſent to be cured, 
Diſcharged for Faults and 
Irregularities, - = 


In the Houſe - » * 73 


5 — 


Total 1036 


37 


201 


Sixty- 


PLP ERC... 2M 
and ſuch only are printed in this Edition, 
as are uſed in the Chapel: and as a Col- 
lection of Pſalms has been lately made for 
the Uſe of the Chapel, they alſo are added, 

The Rules and Regulations printed in the 
preceding Editions of this Book, were thoſe 
formed on the In/itutin of the Charity. 
Several of them having grown obſolete, and 
others being introduced into practice; a 
careful reviſal of them hath been made by the 
Committee : and thoſe which are here pub- 
liſhed, are the Rules and Regulations of the 
Houſe, as reviſed by that Committee, and as 
now in Practice. The Charity having late- 
ly been incorporated, an Arad of the AR 
for that purpoſe is ſubjoined. 

No Addition is made to the Prayers, &c. 
as proper Books of Devotion are, and will 
continue to be, put into the Hands of the 
Women, by the care of the Chaplain : Norg 


Sixty-hve Women, who have been diſcharged 
the Honſe, are ſince married; many who were diſ- 
maſſed, from Uneaſineſs under Reſtraint, or at their 
own Deſire, and for {mall Faults, have, rather 
than return to their former evil Courſe of Lite, 
gone into induſtrious and honeſt Employments and 
Services, and live with Reputation. 


3 on 


on that account, is any thing ſaid reſpecting 
the Sacrament, as this alſo is the peculiar 
office of the Chaplain, and there ſeemed no 
need to interfere with him in that neceſſary 
department. 

"The Li of Subſcribers having ſwelled to 
an immoderate ſize, from the particularizing 
every Benefactor however ſmall, it hath 
been found impracticable to print it in the 
ſame way as before; and therefore, a new 
Lift hath been formed, and is here added, of 
Governors only. To this we have ſubjoined, 


a Lift of thoſe who have ſubſcribed to the 


Building a New Houſe, for the better car- 
rying on this uſeful Undertaking. And 
having the pleaſure to inform the Public, 
that a uſeful and decent Plan for ſuch Build- 
Ing, is now determined upon, and the foun- 
dation of it laid on the Charity's Land, in 
Et. George's Fields *; we have no doubt, that 
the Liberality of the Benevolent will riſe ſu- 
perior to all the Expences of the Under- 

taking, and enable us to give ſtability to a 
work, which is productive of the higheſt ad- 

vantage 


* The Charity has contracted for the comple- 
tion of the Building,“ according to the Plan an- 
nexed, for 564001. by Michaelma; 1770. See the 
Sermon preached, ** Qu laying the firft Stare. 


PRE FA C1 y 3 
vantage to a forlorn and miſerable fet of k 


deſtitute fellow-creatures 3 at the ſame time 
that it does the higheſt credit to the huma- 
nity of oui «ge. 

I cannot conclude without congratulating 
the Friends of this Charity, on its ſucceſsful 
progreſs, through ſo many Years; and on its 
preſent flouriſhing State, — ſuperior to what we 
have yet known. By a noble reverſionary 
Legacy of 3o00ol. “ the Governors will be 
able, we hope, . ſtill more to extend their 
plan; and we have the utmoſt reaſon to be 
aſſured, that others, following the pious and 
charitable Example of the late Mr. BEN D/ 
LOWES, Will throw in their Bounty to the 
perfecting ſo good and chriſtian a Deſign. 


og, 2169 WILLIAM DODD. 


This Legacy was left by PZi];3 Bendlowes, Eſq; 
of Darlingten, in the County Palatine of Durham, 
who died in June laſt ; and devolves to the Cha- 
rity, after the deceaſe of three Ladies, who are 
far advanced in Life. 
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. of the RyPrezNegsin the PLAN. 
Experience-has proved it, to be a matter great impor- 
zance 10 divide. the Objetts of this Charity into ſepa- 
rate Glaſſer, aud ta keep from Communication 
with each arber, aud that they e 4 nor be Jos 
from Per jos — avithout. _. 


he Buildings marked 

A. are Offices for Men NETS — as Steward, 

1 Porter, and MyCnger: 

B. For holding General Courts and Committees, 
has no communication with the Women's 
Apartmentz, — and in a diſinct Ward above 
are accommodations for the Sick. 

1 Lobby for Petitioners with their Friends to 
attend in. 
2 Rooms for General Courts and Sade 
3 Private Rooms to examine Petitioners, 
Stairs. 
C. The Houſhold 
5 The Kitchen. : 
6 The Scullery. * 
7 Common Pantry and b to adliver. the 
Victuals for the ſeveral Claſſes; x 
8 Store Rooms for the uſe of the Matron. 
9 Matron's Pazlour. 

10 Room to cut out work, and where the Mate- 
rials and Wock are to be received and deli- 
vered by the Steward. | 

11 Stairs: leading to the. Chambers ſor the Ma- 

tron, beſt cſerving Women and Houſe Ser- 
| vants, © | 
12 The fore Court — with' a large Baſon for Sup- 
y of Water in the Center. | 

E. F. The Buildings for three ſeveral Claſſes of Wo- 
men, intended to. contain 200 Objects, in 
cluding thoſe Who are employed in the 
Houſhold-work, and are ſo formed that 

„the Front of each . | 


* 
8. A P 4 
- 


other. 
13 1 Rooms. 
14 Working Rooms. 
15 Matron's Aſſiſtant for each Claſs, 
16 Store Rooms, | 17 Stairs 


* 


17 Stairs to Dormitories. 
1 Yards and ä for ach Claſs. | 
109 Large ſeparate Exerciſe Grounds to each. 
20 Cover'd Ways for the Matron from Claſs to 
"4; 9” ab4 Brom each Claſs to the Chapel, 
G, The Chapel capable of containing about goo 
a Perſons, be des the Objeds, who are 
placed in Aing Galleries, without com- 
munication between the Claſſes, or with 
Any other part of the Chapel. 
21 The Stairs to each ſeparate Gallery and the 
H. * Offices fo for Waſhing and Baking with a Laun- 
dry over the whole. 
22 Baking-Office. 
23 Waſhing-Office. 
24 Stairs to Laundry. 
25 Yard for drying Linne n. 


3 " » „ 


The following Inzcxr»T1onis'engraved'on a co per- 
plate, and laid under the Foun tion - Stone of this 
HFoſpital. | 


On the XXVIIL Day of Tuly 
| iin the Year of our Lord 
, MDCCLXIX, 
And the IX Year of the Reign of his Moft Sacred 1 
| G O R G E III. 
King of oi Britain, 
| Patrovifee by his Royal Con ſort 
QUEEN CHARLOTTE, 
This Hoſpital 
For the Reception of PENITENT PROSTITUTES 
(Supported by Voluntary Contributions) ) 
. Was be un to be Erfed, and the firſt Stone laid by 
FRANCIS, EARL e of HEAT FOL, 
Knight of the Moſt Noble Order or of the rg 
Lord Chamberlain of his, Majeſty's Houſpold, and 
One of his Moft Henourable Privy Council, 
The PRESIDENT, | 


Jo Tabrfon, Architif 
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Risz, PROGRESS, and bars BTAB 
OF THE 


MAGDALEN CHARI Ir. 


HAT in the preſent diſordered as 
'Þ of things, there will always be brothels 
and praſtitutes, is a fact but too indiſputable, 
however unpleaſing: Any attempt to prevent 
this evil, would be no leſs impoſſible than 
impolitic, in the opinion of many; abſurd in 
itſelf, and productive of the worſt conſequences, | 
Now, though we ſhould ſubſcribe to. this rea- 
ſoning, and allow this neceſſity; yet ſurely there 
is no neceſſity, that the wretched. inſtruments oſ 
paſſion, - the unhappy. women aſſigned to this 
baſe ſervice, ſhould endure all the extremities of 
miſery, and periſh in troops, unpitied, and un- 
regarded, as if they were not fellow- creatures, 7 
and fellow-heirs of eternity. This baten long 

| B been 
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2 The Riſe, Progreſs, and preſent State 


been the voice of humanity. And as the ex- 
quiſite diſtreſſes of deluded young women, have 
not, could not eſcape obſervation ; many bene- 
volent wiſhes have been vented, both from the 
lips and from the pens of different perſons *, 
that ſome method might be thought of, ſome 
humane ſcheme deviſed, for the relief of theſe 
pitiable ſufferers ; for their reſcue from cala- 
mities, of all others moſt ſevere, becauſe, then, 


without remedy. | 
But, from whatever cauſe, the good deſign 


reſted only in wiſhes ; and no man had either 
magnanimity, virtue, influence or addreſs enough 
to carry it into execution: till Mr. DinGLey 
roſe ſuperior to mean and popular prejudices ; 
and, depending on the goodneſs of his cauſe, 
and the integrity of his intentions, offered to 
the public in the year MDCCLv111, a plan; to 
which the following Intraduction was prefixed, 


which does great honour to that gentleman, 


and well deſerves the reader's attention. 

% Noble and extenſive are the charities al- 
ready eſtabliſhed in this Metropolis; unfortu- 
nate Females ſeem the only objects who have 
not yet catched the attention of public benevo- 
lence: but we doubt not, it will appear on re- 


* Among the reſt, ſee the Gentleman's Magazine fot 


flection, 


April 1751 ; and the Rambler, No. 107, 


— — . Q.. — 


Ng 
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ſection, a taſk of as great compaſſion and con- 
ſequence, neceſſity and advantage, to provide 
a place of reception for them, as for any under 
the protection of the public. 

« Humanity, with its utmoſt efforts, pleads 
their cauſe more powerfully than any thing 
which can be offered on the ſubject ; and it is 
obvious to every mind, from its own experience, 
that there cannot be greater objects of compaſ- 
ſion, than poor, young, thoughtleſs Females, 
plunged into ruin by thoſe temptations, to which 
their very youth and perſonal advantages expoſe 
them, no leſs than thoſe paſſions implanted in 
our nature for wiſe and good ends. Surround- 
ed by ſnares, the moſt artfully and induſtrioufly 
laid; ſnares, laid by thoſe endowed with ſuperior 
faculties, and all the advantages of education 
and fortune ; what virtue can be proof againſt 
ſuch formidable ſeducers, who offer to com- 
monly, and too profuſely promiſe, to tranſport 
the thoughtleſs girls from want, confinement, 
and reſtraint of paſſions, to luxury, liberty, 
gaiety, and joy? And when once ſeduced, how 
ſoon their golden dreams vaniſh ! Abandoned by 
the ſeducer, deſerted by their friends, contemned 
by the world, they are left to ſtruggle with want, 
deſpair, and ſcorn; and even in their oven de- 
fence to plunge deeper and deeper in fin, till 
diſeaſe and death conclude a miſerable being. 

| B 2 « [t 
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4 The Riſe, Progreſs, and preſent State 


ft is too well known, that this is the cafe 
with moſt of the Proſtitutes in their ſeveral de- 
grees, ſooner or later, from thoſe pampered in 
private ſtews, to the common dregs infeſting our 
ſtreets: and that far the greateſt part of thoſe 
who have taken to this dreadful life, are thug 
ſeeking diſeaſe, death, and eternal deſtruction, 
not through choice, but neceſſity. The ſeeds 
of virtue would exert themſelves; but, alas ! 
the poſſibility is removed. The fame neceſſity 
obliging them to prey on the unwary, diffuſes 
the contagion ; propagating profligacy, and 
ſpreading ruin, diſeaſe, and death, almoſt 
through the whole human ſpecies. - 

„What act of benevolence, then, can be 
greater, than to give theſe real objects of com- 


_ paſſion an opportunity to reclaim, and recover 


themſelves from their otherwiſe loſt ſtate; an 
opportunity to become, of peſts, uſeful mem- 
bers of ſociety, as it is not doubted many of 
them may and will! f 

„Numbers, it is hoped, amongſt our coun- 
trymen, famed through every nation for they 
humanity, - will readily and gladly bear a part in 
ſo benevolent a deſign, and rejoice to promote 
an undertaking, which will at once be a bleſſing 
to the community, and an honour to human 
nature. 


8 Happy 


aPPY 
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Happy in the approbation of the public, Mr. 
DiNnGLEY, with the concurrence of ſome worthy 
friends *, ( whoſe names deſerve to be had in 
remembrance, and whoſe characters would do 
honour to any undertaking) began the generous 
ſubſcription, Theſe gentlemen made them- 
ſelves accountable for whatever money ſhould be 
ſubſcribed ; which very ſoon amounted to three 
thouſand pounds and upwards : — ſufficient 
proof of the good diſpoſitions of mankind to fo 
humane an undertaking, and a ſucceſs, we be- 
lieve, unparallelled by any charitable propoſal. 
A commodious place in Preſcott-Street was im- 
mediately engaged for the charity; and, after 
ſeveral previous meetings of the Subſcribers, to 
conſider the plan, to chooſe proper officers, 
and to ſettle all requiſite preliminaries, THE 
HousE was opened on the roth of Auguſt, 
1758, when eight unhappy my were ad- , 
mitted 4 


TON, 
GErorRGe WOMBWELL 
Jonx Dor&RIEN, 


&{THomas PRESTON, 
£ |CuarLes Dixcte r, 


oe 
* 


* RoBerT — JohN TrorxTON, 525 


+ For the Method of  Aamiſſion, ſee the Rules Of 


| Admiſſion, © 
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| Proved ate and afflicted with incur- 


| Diſmiſs'd, at their own requeſt, and upon 
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From that time to Chriſtmas. 1767, there 
have been received into the houſe, 


967 


Of theſe ſeveral were very young: ſhock- 
ing to think, even under fourteen years 
of age! and ſeveral, objects of ſuch 
complicated diſtreſs, that no man 
could hear their piteous complaints, 
or behold their Plorabie miſeries, 
without the tendereſt emotions of com- 

paſſion! 


The conductors of the charity have had 
the happineſs to ſee of theſe, reconciled 
to, and received by their friends, or 

laced in ſervices in reputable fami- 
lies, and to trades, 


Luke's hoſpital, or their own pariſhes, 


Died with all the marks of unfeigned 
contrition, | | 


reaſonable. views of advantage, or un- 
eaſy under confinement, tho* other- 
wiſe not blameable in their conduct, 


Never returned from hoſpitals, to which 
they were ſent to be cured, 


able fits, who have been ſent to 50 8 
* 
£ 
© 35 


which want of temper has been the 


Diſmiſs'd for irregularities, amongſt R 
183 
common evil, 


In the houſe, 87 
In the Whole — 961 


With 


they turn out good ſervants, and have approv- 


CY 
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With reſpect to thoſe who have /eft the 
houſe with credit, we have had the. pleaſure to 
hear the moſt favourable accounts 1n general : 


ed themſelves to the families in which they 
are placed, and in which we have the ſatis- 
faction to find that they continue; a * 
ſmall number only excepted. 

For thoſe who have been d:ſmi/s'd the hoi ſe, for 
irregularitzes, it is but juſtice to ſay, that though 
doubtleſs ſome of them have been turned out 
for crimes, yet the far greater part have been 
diſmiſs'd for faults and imprudences; little petu- 
lance of temper, and refractorineſs of behaviour, 
which could not by any means be allowed. And 
who can wonder at this, in a ſociety of above 
an hundred young women, who have lived ſo 
much at large; have had, many of them, fo 
few advantages from education or example; and 
been ſo little accuſtomed to the decency of re- 
gular and amiable conduct ? Nay, we are 
perſuaded, that they who conſider the nature of 
the in/titution, and that the preſent is an accountof 
its firſt ay, will rather be ſurpriſed to find, that ſo 
few out of the large Number admitted, have been 
diſmiſs'd for irregular conduct. At the firſtopen- 
ing of the houſe, before experience had yet 
given, in her aid, compaſſion, it is to be ſuppoſed, 
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might p+chaps have too great prevalence ; and 
from a reluctance to reject the miſerable peti- 
tioners, ſome not altogether proper gained ad- 
miſſion. This was one ſource of more frequent 
diſmiſſions at firſt. And as in the firſt inſtitution 
one Matron only was provided, the multiplicity 
of whoſe neceſſary attendance upon the other 
buſineſs of the houſe, prevented her conſtant 
preſcnee with the women; a proper check upon 
them was wanting, to ſtifle little quarrels, cor- 
rect refractory tempers, and diſcourage petulant 
and opprobrious language. But fince an afſ/ling 
Matron has been choſen, whoſe buſineſs it is 
conſtantly to be preſent with, and to influence 
the conduct and diſcourſe of the women; thro” 
- her good care, and the exemplary manage- 
ment of the ſuperior Matron, we have had 
much Jeſs cauſe of complaint: and the diſmif- 
ſions for irregular behaviour, have been far leſs 
frequent. 

But we deſire particularly to inform the rea- 
der, — what hath given us the higheſt ſatisfac- 
tion, — that even of thoſe who have been diſ- 
miſs'd, many have never returned to their former 
deteſted way of life ; but have ſought to main- 
tain themſelyes, in the moſt laborious ſervices; 
declaring, they would rather endure any extre- 
mities, than plunge. again into guilt and ſhame. 
Nay, and ſome have applied to the Lord Mayor 

to 
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to be ſent abroad, that ſo they might avoid the 
fatal neceſſity of returning to vice thro' mere 
want of ſuſtenance, 

As no man could ever ſuppoſe, that each 
individual admitted within the walls of the 
Magdalen-houſe, would prove a real penitent, and 
reap all the benefits there propoſed to them: ſo, 
certainly, it muſt be confeſt, that ' theſe are as 
happy conſequences as the molt ſanguine eſ- 
pouſers of this charitable deſign could expect; 
conſequences, which muſt delight the heart of 
every humane and fincere Chriſtian z who can 
never fail to hear with pleaſure of the reſtoration 
and recovery of ſo many young and helpleſs 
fellow-creatures from a ſtate the molt pitiable; 
from fearful deſtruction of body and ſoul, ap- 
parently inevitable, without this hoſpitable ſuc- 
cour. Were we allowed to mention the par- 
ticular circumſtances of diſtreſs, and all the 
mournful ſtory of the woe which many of them 
have ſuffered, as well as che innate goodneſs of 
mind which hath diſcovered itſelf in'many , the 
compaſſion of the public would be much moved 
towards them ; and they would rejoice with us, 
in having faved from diſtreſs, far beyond de- 
ſcription, many truly deſerving, tho' moſt un- 
fortunate young women, 


For 


\ [] 
o 
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For the women" now in the houſe, we have 
the pleaſure to aſſure the public, that they be- 
have themſelves with all imaginable propriety. 
Nay, the public are themſelves, in ſome meaſure, 
judges, by ſeeing their decent and commendable 
deportment in the Chapel, which has diſpelled 
the doubts, and diſſipated the ſcruples of many 
heſitating objectors to this deſign. Their con- 
duct, in other reſpects, is conformable to that 
in the Chapel; as unexceptionable as could be 
expected; nay, and much more ſo than might 
generally be imagined, conſidering their former 
Rate and circumſtances, — Several of them con- 
ſtantly attend the Sacrament; more, we hope, 
in due time, and after proper inſtructions, will 
follow the good example; and, if from external 
marks we may be allowed to infer the ſincerity 
of the ſoul, we have every proof which could 
be deſired. They expreſs the greateſt gratitude 
to their benefactors, and the moſt affectionate 
ſentiments towards their friends: In proof of 
which, we are permitted to ſubjoin a few origi- 
nal Letters. Nor is their regard for each other 
leſs conſpicuous: ſolicitous as they ſhew 
themſelves to ſerve and to recommend each 
other, according fo their abilities, to proper 
places and employments, A tender zeal for the 
welfare of their Siſter-Magdalens hath frequently 
FREE EF ſhewn 
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ne vn itſelf in thoſe who have left the houſe * ; 
and the delicacy of many to keep ſecret. their 
connections, has been truly commendable. Sen- 
ſible of the happineſs of their fituation, they 
are truly thankful for the comfort they enjoy, 
ſuperior, as many of them frankly declare, to 
whatever they enjoyed in any part of their lives, 
And what wonder ? when they are treated with 
the utmoſt humanity ; are ſupplied with all 
things neceſſary to the well-being of ſoul 
and body; have an opportunity to attend a 
regular courſe of divine worſhip ; and in ſick- 
neſs want neither the beſt aids of phyſic, nor 
the beit conſolations of a ſpiritual inſtructor? 
While ſolicitous for their future welfare, the 
Comduftors of the charity, with a truly pater- 
nal regard, uſe all their kind endeavours to 
ſettle 

*The following ſhort extraQ of a Leiter from one 
of the 2vomen to another, for whom ſhe had procured 
a place, may ſerve as a proof of the aſſertion. After 
directing her to her ſervice, ſhe proceeds, Now, 
my dear Nancy, as providence has put it in my power 
t help you to this place, I hope and doubt not that 
you will be cautious in your behaviour, as my own 
character will ſo much depend upon it. I hope in 
God it will be in my power to provide for more of my 


dear ſiſters in time; till when I remain, dear Nancy, 
ycur ſincere wellwiſner, &c. Ec. 


N. B. They are both now in ſervice, and behave 
very. well, 


— —— f ee ee ee ͤ ꝓwm̈4»2̃ 
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' ſettle them in life with propriety, and to 


enable them to procure their own breas with 
decency and reputation. | 
They are divided, according to the original 
plan, into ſeparate claſſes ; over each of which a 
ſuperior preſides, who is treated by thoſe in her 
claſs with becoming reſpect, and is accountable 
for their work and behaviour. Several, who 
were totally ignorant on their admiſſion, have 
been taught to read by their ſuperiors: proper 
books for inſtruction and amuſement are ſup- 
plied them ; and every method is taken to ſhew 
them theexcellence of the choice they have made, 
and to eſtabliſh their minds in that divine religion, 
a ſerious regard to which can alone influence 
effectually their moral conduct. Now, it is but 
reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that ſuch women will be 
found faithful and excellent ſervants, whoſe 
woeful experience hath taught them the ſad con- 
ſequences of a deviation from virtue; whoſe' 
minds have been diligently cultivated with the 
beſt inſtructions; and whoſe induſtrious way of 
life in, and attendance upon, the buſineſs of the 
houſe, muſt neceſſarily qualify them for all 
menial offices. Nor have we any doubt but 
the virtuous and humane, nay, and ſuch who 
perhaps can afliſt this charity no other way, 


will at leaſt endeavour to aſſiſt it by em- 


ploying 
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ploying the women in their ſervices ; of whom 
at leaſt they may be aſſured to have a faith- 
ful character, and whoſe former way of life 
may certainly, by proper meaſures, be rare 
an inviolable ſecret. 8 
As an encouragement to the women who have 
been diſmiſſed reputably, and in order to provide 
them all decent and proper neceſſaries, a ſum of 
money hath been uſually given, more or leſs, 
according to their exigence, merit, or ſituation 
in life, from two guineas and a half to five gui- 
neas,—to the amount of 1386 pounds, and up- 
wards: and provided they continue a year and a 
day in their places, to the ſatisfaction of their 
maſters and miſtreſſes, they are allowed one 
guinea, As moſt of the poor objects who 
have eſcaped from looſe houſes, have come al- 
moſt naked, or with borrowed cloaths to appear 
in, this too hath been a ſource of large expence: 
For it hath been neceſſary, on that account, to 
provide cloaths even for thoſe who have been ig- 
nominioufly diſmiſſed, as they could not be ſuf- 
fered to go out in the Uniform worn in the houſe, 
Beſides this, the major part of the young wos 
men, in a little time after their admiſſion, have 
been ill, in conſequence of the great change i in 
the manner of their life, or from the remains of 
formęr complaints, imperfect cures, and con- 


ſtitutions broken by their fatal irregularities, 
4 Hence 
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Hence hath ariſen a double evil ; not only the 
loſs of their time and induſtry, but the expence 
of medicine; which hath annually amounted to 
upwards of 150 pounds, tho' ſparingly admi- 
niſtered, and charged very low; and tho'the Phy. 
ſicians and Surgeons generouſly give their at- 
tendance. The neceſlary repairs, furniture, c. 
of the houſe and chapel, have, as might be ex- 
pected, amounted to no inconſiderable height: 
— But the bounty of the benevolent hath riſen. 
above all theſe great and extraordinary expen- 
ces; and we have no reaſon to doubt, nay we 
have the utmoſt encouragement to hope, that, 
under the divine bleſſing, this excellent inſtitu- 
tion will go on to proſper and improve. 
T hat it is capable of improvement, the Gen- 
tlemen who are ſo kind as to undertake the ar- 
duous and painful taſk of admitting the wretched 
- penitents, are but too feelingly convinced, For 
arduous and painful indeed it is, to receive the 
petitions of ſo many unfortunate and forlcrn 
young creatures, ſunk in the deepeſt woe, and 
to be able to admit ſo few ! An enlargement of 
the deſign would be like opening the doors of 
heaven to many deſtitute daughters of affliction, 
who have no place to fly unto, no eye to pity) 
and no hand to relieve ! And in an age, diſ- 
tinguiſhed forits humanity and compaſſion, what 
may they not reaſonably hope? We ſee already 
many 
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many miſerable fellow- creatures, by means of this 
happy Aſylum, reſcued from ſorrow, to which 
they had been introduced by all the iniquitous 
ſtratagems of deceit and ſeduction ; in which 
they had been detained by a kind of horrid 
neceſſity; from which they had no probable, 
no poſſible retreat; and in which they muſt, ere 
now, according to all human chances, have pe- 
riſhed : —periſhed in the moſt deplorable diſtreſs! 
We ſee them reſtored to their God ;—to their 
parents;—to their friends;—to their country; — 
to themſelves; — to health ; —to induſtry ; — to 
happineſs ! And what ſingle, charitable deſign, 
can propoſe and effect ſo many valuable ends? 
Whatcharitable heart, what truly chriſtian hand, 
can refuſe their generous aſſiſtance, or with-hold 
their beſt endeavours, from an undertaking ſo 
laudable and beneficent ? who would not wiſh 
to add to the number of ſouls, preſerved from 
deepeſt guilt ? of bodies reſcued from fouleſt 
ſhame, and moſt afflicting diſeaſe ? Who would 
not wiſh. to wipe away the tear from the aged 
parent's eye, and to prevent the hoary head 
from going down to. the grave in ſorrow ? 
Who would not wiſh to give life to the droop- 
ing and deſponding family ? to add to the num- 
ber of uſeful and induſtrious members of the 
ſtate? to add—to the number of the inhabitants 
of heaven? Happy they, who can bear a part : 
abundantly happy they, who can bear the largeſt 
| C2 part, 
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part, in fo truly godlike and chriſtian a deſign, 
But I forbear, that I may not anticipate what I 
have already urged in the Diſcourſes following, 
The Mriter of this begs leave to add, on 
his own account, that he thinks himſelf parti- 
cularly bleſt by providence, in an ability to co- 
operate with men of ſuch diſtinguiſhed cha- 
racter and undoubted worth, as the benevolent 
Governors of the Magdalen-houſe, and to join his 
little, tho' imperfe& ſervices with theirs, for the 
promotion of ſo good a work. If they are pleaſed 
to eſtimate fuch fervices as ., at any price; 
how highly muſt the thinking part of mankind, 
rate their generous actions, who not only con- 
tribute ſo largely of their ſubſtance, but give 
their important time, thoughts, and unwearied 
endeavours, with the moſt diſintereſted bene» 
volence, to ſaye, reſtore and bleſs their follow- 
creatures! If there is a more peculiar reward 


reſerv'd for mortals, it muſt certainly be the 
lot of ſuch exalted philanthropy. They that 


turn many to righteouſneſs fhall ſhine as the flars for 
ever and ever. Their public virtues muſt win 
the regard, and obtain the beſt wiſhes of every 
ſincere chriſtian, But what the ſentiments of 
an heart towards them muſt be, which hath felt 
the friendly and particular influence of their pri- 
vate virtues, —I will leave to the determination 
of the moſt exalted minds. 1 W. D. 
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LETTER I. 
From M. — 70 the Treaſurer, upon hearing that a Re- 
lation had left ther a Legacy. 

Honoured Sir, 

8 you have been fo kind to give yourſelf the 

trouble of enquiring about that money, and 
are informed, Sir, that it can be paid immediately; 
I take the liberty of aſking your advice, in what man- 
. ner to diſpoſe of it; for as I have, through your kind 
; care, no occaſion for it, in my preſent happy ſitua- 
tion; and being ſenſible how much I have made my 
; dear Mother ſuffer upon my account, not only in 
regard to the grief my ill conduct has brought upon. 
; her, but alſo by diſtreſſing her in her circumſtances; 
; think it my duty, as a ſmall amends, to give it to- 
her; hoping it will make her ſomething eafier than 
ſhe is at preſent, in her way of living. I ſhall hope, | 
Sir, to be honoured with your advice, as that will 118 
| be eſteemed the greateſt pleaſure to, 
Honoured Sir, 

Your much obliged Servant to command, 
Jan. 23, 1759. | M. | 
| | LS. NW 1 13 $19 
Dear Betſey, ; | 1 
ö Do myſelf the pleaſure to enquire after your 
j health,and I hope you keep in the ſame opinion of 
; coming here, as nothing but your company can make 
| me happier than I am. I can't expreſs the comfort I 
| go to bed with, and riſe with in the morning: I of- 
ten wiſh you as happy and contented as I am. If 

& C3 any 
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any one would give me all that this world could af. 
ford to come out tomorrow, I would not; and, I am 
ſure, if you have any regard for your future ſtate, 


you will come here, and quit the way of life you are 


in, as a bleſſing will certainly attend you if you do, 
IT know you have no true content, as you may 
be in debt where you are; and what muſt you 


expect but miſery ? O dear Betſy, conſider in 


time, for fear you ſhould repent when it is too 


late. You know I would not tell you a ſtory in 
regard to this happy place : but I would have you 
embrace the opportunity; for the houſe, I believe, 


will be ſhut up on Thur/duy next, and I would 


fain prevail on you to come: for had I a mo- 
ther, a ſiſter, or a brother, I would leave them all, 
to be here. I beg you will let me have the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing you between this and Monday, as I 
can't ſay ſo much of my mind for your good in 
this letter — You never will be ſo happy again 
as long as you live; conſider what a confortable 
life we live here, every thing provided for us, 
and the beft of proviſion : Only think what a 
favour it is to come here; there is many a one 
would be glad of ſuch an opportunity. Did you 
but know the ſatisfaction I have, I am ſure you. 
would make no delay : But I am afraid you are 
perſuaded not to come. Believe me, they are 
your foes who do it, Pray give my humble 
reſpects to Mrs. —, and tell them all 1 am really. 


happy. Laſt night I had the joy to put. on ann; 
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part of my dreſs, which gave me great * 


ſure *®. Pray remember me to Mrs. — I will 
not trouble you with any more, but beg you 
will ſhew this to Mrs. — and Mr. — and I re- 
turn them thanks for all their goodneſs to me. 
I ſhall expect to ſee you as ſoon as you Calls 
which will greatly oblige, 
Your ſincere friend and will-wiſher, 
Dec. 29, 1758. A. F. 
Have altered my name. 


+ This Girl's dreſs when ſhe came in, was neat and 
elegant. 


LETTER II. 
From S. —— ta Lady 


Magdalen-houſe, Dec. 12. 1759, 

VERY living creature, my dear Madam, is 
intitled to offices of humanity ; the diſtreſſes 

of our enemies ſhould reconcile us to them : If 
they thirſt, give them drink; and if they hunger, 
give them food: Infpired by theſe ſentiments, 
be not led away by prejudices and reſentments. 
This diſpoſition which, by experience, I know 
you to be endowed with, I hope you will exer- 
ciſe towards her, who, tho? unworthy, wiſhes once 
more to . regain, if poſſible, your favour, and a 
place in your eſteem. It is with theſe hopes Þ 
muſt entreat your acceptance of the ' encloſed! 
which is an order to ſee one, who after all the 
various miſeries and hardſhips endured juſtly by 


A my 
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my own follies and imprudent conduct, (though 
ſome you are not inſenſible have happened through 
the inadvertencies and rigours of my own fa- 
mily) have at laſt found a peaceful, happy and 
bleſſed refuge; I mean the Magdalen- houſe, having 
that charity afforded me by ſtrangers, which, join- 
ed by importunities from abler tongues than mine, 
hath been dented by my own relations, I dare 
not ſay friends; and hath given great occaſion 
to the uncharitable cenſures of the world I have 
long laboured under. As the chief end of this 
noble and excellent inſtitution is to regain un- 
happy women to the favour of God, their pa- 
rents, and friends, every one but me are happy 
in that bleſſing : and muft I alone, by the too 
rigid inflexibility of my_relations, be denied that, 
which even the moſt abandoned proftitute that 
ever entered this bleſſed retreat, hath now the 
enjoyment of? Here daily do. we ſee people of 
all ranks coming to viſit and congratulate, with- 
out the leaſt upbraidings, their new-found chil- 
dren, relations, and friends, which clears them from 
all anxieties; by which, with the inſtruction of 
our worthy chaplain, and a lady who deſerves 
rather the tender appellation of a good mother 
to all her little family, than that of a mere ma- 
tron, they are made fit to partake of that happy 
and bleſſed Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, which 
blefling I ſhall be deprived of by the fixed re- 

ſolutions, 
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ſolutions, I find in Mrs. and Mrs. —— never 
to forgive me ; having done my endeavours by 
writing to each, without ſucceſs of either fide: 


which makes me intreat the favour of your com- 


pany next Tue/day evening, where I hope you 
will hear and ſee that, which will prevail on you 
to believe to be true what I have here related, 
more than all the arguments my mean genius 
could make uſe of to explain the excellence of 
it. As an order will admit two, I ſhould eſteem 
it as an honour if you would bring miſs P if 
convenient ; if not, whom you pleaſe; and you 
will much oblige, moſt amiable lady, 
Your moſt reſpectful humble ſervant, 


SF, — 


EFT. SR MM 
From V, to her Father, 
Magdalen - Houſe, Preſcot-Street, Goodman's Fields, 


Dec. 27, 1759, 
Moft affetionate Parent, a 


HAVE finned againſt heaven and before you, 
and am no more worthy to be called your 
child ; but with a heart full of grief I have once 
more atteinpted to. addreſs myſelf to you, im- 
ploring your pardon and forgiveneſs of all my 
former follies and tranſgreſſions; for although I 
have been abandoned and difobedient to your 
commands, I am now in great hopes that you 
will have the pleafure of ſaying by me, as the 
Pro- 
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Prodigal's father ſaid by him, For this my child 


was dead, and is alive; fhe was laſt, and is found 
I am now almoſt ready to think with the Pal. 


miſt, that it is good for me that I have been 


in trouble, that I may learn the ſtatutes of my 


Creator; for in this bleſſed Aſylum, I have the 


beſt opportunity I ever had of improving myſelf 
in the principles of religion, which is an advan- 
tage of a moſt weighty importance, We have 
in this manſion two ſermons preached every Sun- 
day, and prayers twice a day in the week, be- 
fides private prayers read every night by our 
moſt worthy matron and governeſs, whoſe good 
example and economy have been of infinite ſer- 
vice both to me and others ; and I make no doubt 
but that her conduct will prove to be of great 
help towards the converſion of many of us un- 


happy women. Here is in this houſe upwards of 
130 unfortunate young women, the greateſt part 


of which, fince they have been here, have had 
the good ſucceſs of obtaining the pardon and re- 
conciliation of their friends; but, for my part, 
I am quite forlorn and forſaken by you and all 


my relations; though indeed, when I look back 


on my paſt ill-ſpent life, I cannot help reflect 
ing greatly on my own miſconduR, and I al. 


"moſt deſpair of ever being admitted any more 


into your favour, But when I conſider that you 


are my father, it gives me encouragement to hops, 


a | that 
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that you will exert that affection to me, which 
is due from a parent to a child, tho' I own I am 
unworthy of the leaſt of your favours, by reaſon 
that I have offended you in ſeveral reſpects in 
| the worſt manner that a child could do; and I 
| am ſincerely ſorry for the ſame, and I ſhould be 
glad if it was in my power to call the time 
back, which is paſt : but that is an impoſlibility 
therefore, all that remains now in my power to 
do, is to bewail my follies, and to be penitent 
and ſorrowful for my fins; which I am, from 
my very heart; and there is nothing wanting 
to compleat my happineſs, but your pardon and 
forgiveneſs, without which I ſhall be the moſt 
unhappy creature in the world; therefore I en- 
treat you, my dear father, to take my caſe into 
n. conſideration, as you are ſenſible how uncertain a 
of ching life is: Think with yourſelf what a melan- 
ut choly thing it would be, if it ſhould. pleaſe God 
ad to take either of us out of the world before we 
re. ue reconciled to each other; for I am very ſen- 
fible, that was I to hear of your death, it would 
prove of fatal conſequence to me. I ſhould not 
have refrained ſo long from writing to you, but 
that about three months ago Mr. — was here 
to ſee me, and told me that he would write to 
you, and that he would call of me again, as ſoon 
as he had received an anſwer from you: but I 
have not ſeen or heard any thing of him fince, 


* which 
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which has given me an inexpreſſible concern and 
uneaſineſs; therefore I hope you will excuſe my 
long ſilence, and not ſtile me ungrateful in not 
writing to you ſooner, Pray be ſo good as to 


communicate the contents of this letter to my 


dear aunt ——; and at the ſame time inform 
her, that theſe are the true ſentiments of a re- 
formed and contrite heart: and J conclude with 
my prayers to the Almighty to inſtil into your 
heart a ſincere pardon and forgiveneſs for all my 
former miſdoings and offences; which Pardon, 
when once obtained, will be the means of com- 
pleating my happineſs in this world, and of giy- 
ing me a ſatisfactory and quiet mind to prepare 
myſelf for the world to come. I ſhould be ex- 
tremely glad if you would ſend ſome perſon of 
reputation to ſee me, and to inſpect into my 
character; and I hope my preſent and future be. 
haviour will encourage you once more to con- 
tract a correſpondence with your only child, 
And I remain, between hopes and deſpair, with 
my moſt ſubmiſſive, duty to you and my aunt, 
Your much reformed, truly penitent* 
And dutiful daughter. 

P. S, I hope you will not make any delay 
in writing to me, as I ſhall not be eaſy until 
I have heard from you, 

* 
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LETTER TY 


From | fo a Friend. 
Madam, | 


pleas'd to take of me, when Mrs | 
voured me laſt with a viſit, I venture to attempt 
a taſks I am much unworthy to perform, that of 
paying my reſpects to you. When I reflect how 
great the contraſt between the perſon wrote to, 
and the unworthy writer, it fills me with hor- 
ror ; I could wiſh to bury in everlaſting obli- 
vion my paſt unhappy year, and dedicate my 
future to atone, if poſſible, for the ills my un- 
happy condu@ has occaſioned in my family, in 
giving ſo much pain unto my near and dear re- 


latives; which is the reſolution of a heart truly. 


ſenſible (I hope I may ſay) of my paſt errors. 
But words are too faint to expreſs the praiſe the 


Gentleman deſerves, who was the firſt author of 


this retirement, for protection of the unhappy. - 


] have a great favour to beg of you, which is 
to intercede for me, to calm the angry brow of 


that friend to whoſe care my dear child is in- 


truſted, and beg it as the greateſt boon they can 


grant me, to ſuffer me to be acquainted, by your 


means, how the dear little innocent does; that 


would greatly add to my content in this volun- 
tary retirement ; I know, dear Madam, one of 
your good ſenſe is not at a loſs to judge of the 

D tender 
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I muſt quit this ſubject, finding myfelf unequal 


' who will, with God's grace, ſtudy to be all you 
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tender ties of nature ; therefore, oh madam, think 
what I muſt feel in my recollected hour! — But 


to the taſk, and all the unhappy mother is riſing 
in my heart. It is you muſt ſpeak my ſenti- 
ments, and breathe for me my fighs, in hopes to 
ſoften. I hope, dear Madam, you will favour me 
with an anſwer; but 1 don't dare to diſpute your 
goodneſs, and beg you will accept me as one 


can wiſh me to be in my future conduct, and 
beg leave to ſubſcribe myſelf, 

Your moſt obedient and 

Obliged humble Servant. 


LETTER VI. 


From M. — e the Treaſurer, on her diſmiſſion, dig 
received home by her Mother. 


Hononred Sir, 
Aving frequently experienced your good na- 
ture, I flatter myſelf you'll pardon thas in- 
truſion, when J aſſure you, it is with the higheſt 
ſenſe of gratitude I return you my moſt ſincere 
thanks for the many favours I have received 
through your exemplary goodneſs, and the kind 
indulgence of all my worthy benefactors, durimg 
two years ſecluſion from the world; which has 
been the happy means of bringing me to a re- 
conciliation with my ever honoured Mother, and 


to a + juſt ſtate of mind, and a true fenfe of my 
duty 
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duty to my too much offended God, for which 
I am at a loſs for words to pay back the prati- 
tude I owe you. All I can fay is, may the all 


' gracious God grant you a long continuance of 


happy years, and when you quit the ſtage of this 
mortal life, may your ſoul enter into a happy 
bliſsful eternity : which will always be the con- 
ſtant prayers of, honoured Sir, 
Your much obliged, and ever qutifut 
Aug. 14, 1760, Humble ſervant, 
LETTER VII 


From the Brother of one of the Women. 
To the worthy Treaſurer, Gavernors, and Matron of 
the Magdalen Houſe in Goodman's Fields. 
The humble and ſincere thanks af are bereby 
| addreſſed. 

"Hanks are the only return he can make 
vou, and prayers for your preſent and ever- 
laſting felicity; theſe, fo long as he lives, will be 
offered to, and for you. You have been, I hum- 
bly truſt, the beneficent inftruments of preſerving 
a Siſter of mine from eternal ruin, I dwell not 
upon the deplorable fituation ſhe was reduced tos 
with regard to this life, tho* when ſhe folicited 
the favour of your protection, nothing ſurely could 
be more miſerable ; pardon a brother's filence on 
that head, whoſe foul, once covered with ſhame, 
now rejoices, that by your goodneſs, Gentlemen, 
and the care, pains and tenderneſs of you, Ma- 
1 dam, 
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dam, he can view a ſiſter with ſuch delight, as 
did the father his diſtreſt returning prodigal : ſhe 


is now reſtored ( I pray heaven the conviction 


may be real, and its influence laſting) to a ſenſe 
of her paſt miſery, a thankfulneſs of heart to you 
and heaven, to the affection of her friends, and 
may, thro? divine grace, become an uſeful mem. 
ber of ſociety, an honour to that inſtitution, by 
which ſhe has been reclaimed, and ( God grant 
it!) an inhabitant of heaven. I am, with the 
deepeſt ſenſe of gratitude, Gentlemen and Madam, 
Your moſt obliged and 
moſt obedient ſervant, . 


LETTER VIII. 
From to her Huſtand. 


THE taſk I am going to attempt is ſo dif. 
ficult, that with trembling heart and pen 

I begin, well knowing how juſtly I have deſerved 
your diſpleaſure ; but beg you'll be kind enough 
to permit me to implore your forgiveneſs, and 
to unload a heart, torn with anxiety ever fince— 
I may, with the greateſt truth, juſtly ſay, the un- 
fortunate moment I became an alien to your af- 
fection, my child, and long lamented home: a 
ſevere trial, although I with ſhame and ſorrow 
acknowledge but too juſt a puniſhment for my 
faults, But, if ever gentle pity dwelt in you* 
breaſt ; if ever affectionate regard for this wretch- 
ed unfortunate had place in your heart, as 1 
once 
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once had reaſon to believe it had; — oh ! that 


once, would I could but fay zow /-— it would be 


like precious balm to this unhappy breaſt, ſo 
long inured to woe, Let my Uncle bring me the 
kind aſſurance of your forgiveneſs. Diſtreſſed on 


every fide, both in body and mind, a wretched 
out-caſt and forlorn wanderer, I ſought this hea- 


venly hoſpitable afylum to hide myſelf and my 
ſorrows, where I enjoy every blefling I could wiſh 
or hope for, but peace of mind; which is for ever 
loft, unleſs reſtored by you. When amidſt all the 
kind indulgence I meet with here, when I reflect I 
am a childleſs mother, and a widowed wife, what: 
tongue or pen can expreſs the agonies I feel | there- 


fore let me beg it once more, that you'll ſend 


to me by my uncle, and give me leave to know 
how my child does; and that I may be-indulged. 
in hearing of you and him, will greatly add to 
my ſatisfation, The hopes of being reſtored to 
you again, though it would crown my utmoſt 
wiſhes, I dare not think of; but leave to you. 
the decifion of my fate, and can only wiſh that 


ſome affectionate ſpark- may yet re-kindle in your 


breaſt for her, who will ever remain the future part: 
of my life, | | | 
Magaalen-houſe, Moſt affectionately and. 
O8. 19, 1760. | Faithfully yours.. 
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From the Mother of one of the young Women, to a 


Governor. 


SIR, 


HE favour of your moſt kind letter I re- 
ceived, which filled me with joy at the 


confirmation of my once unhappy daughter's being 


under ſuch good hands, and with pratitude to 
you for the trouble you have taken in informing - 
me to whom I am obliged. for my daughter's 
preſervation from utter ruin : and I ſhall take 
care to obſerve your kind inſtruction, and to 
ſhew my gratitude to the good lady; and be 


| Pleaſed to accept of my heartieſt and beſt thanks 


for your ſpecial care of, and kindneſs to the 
diſtreſſed daughter of her, who never can ſuffici- 
ently acknowledge it, but who ſhall ever pray 
for the happineſs of her benefactors. And am, 
Good Sir, 
Your moft obliged and obedient Servant. 
April 8, 1760. 


LETTER X. 

Hionoured Sir, | 
OUR goodneſs demands my hearty thanks ; 
and as I have not an opportunity of ſeeing 
you, I hope you will pardon my writing to you, 
to return you my thanks for adyifing me to this 
happy retreat. I can't help ſtanding to admure 
how good God has been to me, to raiſe me 

| ſuch 
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fach friends: I muſt not forget to tell you, the 
kindneſs I received from our good matron, and 
that ſhe ſtudies to make us all happy. 8 8 

When I reflect what inward happineſs l loſt 
for ſome years, it is a great trouble to me; but 
now I hope, Sir, you will pardon my aſking you 
to join thanks with me that am ſo ſcon called 
out of it, and I can truly ſay, heartily ſorry 
for what is paſt : and now with ſubmiſſion muſt 
conclude, 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervant. 


-L, ET T.E KM 


From H. =—— to two young Girls, her former 
Companions. 


Dear P. and B. 


Was thinking it would be right to let you 
know of my welfare in this bleſſed place, 
where I hope I ſhall ſtay my life time. Whea 
J look back, and think of the ſad way of life 
which you know I was in a great while, the 
reflection grieves me to the heart; for there is 
nothing but miſery attends it at the long run, 
and ſo you will find, Dear P. and B. think 
of what I ſay, for now I have nothing to think - 
of but happineſs, and to repent of my former 
ſins, which I am now aſhamed of, and fo you 
will both, with the grace of God. I may bleſs 
| the 
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the hour that I came to this houſe, for now 1 
am reconciled to all my —— and I hope I 
ſhall with God. 

Only think what a Bleſſing it is to go to bed 
ewith God in your heart, inftead of tearing about 
all nizht with the devil's inflructions in that way 
of life; for you are always troubled in your 
minds, unleſs you are in liquor. It is a great 
favour to get admitted into our houſe ; but if 
you have a mind to come, I hope you will 
both get in. Don't think our houſe a place of 
confinement, for our benefactors won't keep any 
body againſt their will, nor detain them a 


minute. | 
From your fincere friend and well-awiſher. 
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EFORE the Inſtitution of the Macpa- 
LEN CHARITY, the caſe of unhappy 
young Women in a ſtate of Proſtitution 


was frequently deplored. Miſerable beyond 
redemption, they had no place to fly unto, - 
and however well diſpoſed to forſake their 
abandoned courſe of life, they found every 
door of hope cloſed againſt them. The voice 
of humanity prevailed. The Macparen 
Housk was opened; and in proof of the good 
will ofthe Publick towards ſuch an inſtitution; 
of the readineſs of the objects to accept the 
relief it propoſed ; liberal contributions were 
ſpeedily made; numbers of unhappy young 
Women immediately applied for admiſſion. 
Benevolent and humane Chriſtians felt a 
ſenſible delight in the'Charity : they flocked in 
numbers to behold the good work, and boun- 
tifully bleſſed it with their gifts; while it was 
ſaid - truly and humanely ſaid, “ that if half, 
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if a quarter, if a ſmall portion only of thoſe 
who fled to this houſe of repentance, ſhould 
truly and properly improve the blefling ; the 
work was great and good ; demanding all ſuc- 


cour, deſerving all applauſe.” 


After near eight years experience, and amidſt 
all the difficulties under which every infant in- 
ſtitution labours, it may be ſaid with truth, that 
theſe good hopes and wiſhes of the benevolent 
have been accompliſhed, A large proportion 
of thoſe unfortunate young creatures, Who, 
under the burthen of every miſery, have ſought 
this ſole retreat from their wretchedneſs, have, 
by the bleſſing of God, and to the great com- 
fort of the friends of this Charity, being re- 
ſtored to all things valuable upon earth; and 
what is of moſt importance, to the probable 
expectation of eternal happineſs in Heaven. 

There cannot be a greater ſatisfaction than 
to know, and be aſſured of the felicity of thoſe 
whom Providence hath made us the bleſſed in- 
ſtruments of reſcuing from extreme diſtreſs. 
But, however deſireable, this is a pleaſure 
which the friends of the MAG DALEN CHA- 
RITY mult in a great meaſure be denied: for, 
except in ſome particular caſes, it is impoſ- 
ſible, it would be cruel, to mark out thoſe, 


who, reſtored to life by the interpoſition of 
the 
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the Charity, maintain a good reputation, and 
fill up their ſphere with propriety. However 
conſcious and concerned ſuch may be for their 
paſt miſdeeds, they would wiſh, doubtleſs, to 
ſteal through the world ſilent and unknown; 
born again, as it were, to new life, and re- 
deeming the paſt, by their preſent good con- 
dut*. Let, therefore, ſuch remain in that 
decent privacy which they deſire: And, may 
the bleſſing of God concur with their good re- 
ſolutions, and enable them to perſevere ſtead- 
faſt and unblameable unto the end ! 

But, when the laſt a& is finiſhed ; when the 
ſcene is cloſed ; when all the hopes and fears 
of life are over ; we may be allowed briefly to 
ſpeak of thoſe, whoſe deaths have been honour- 
able; cancelling, through redeeming grace, 


The judicious will eaſily diſcern that this 
Charity muſt always lie under ſome peculiar diffi- 
culties, and conſequently will need much candour, 
on account of thoſe Women who return to vice; 
whether they have been ignominiouſly or otherwiſe 
diſmiſſed from it. Theſe will zeceffarily be pub- 
lick ; and indeed every bad woman will bring, or 
attempt to bring an opprobrium upon the Houſe 
while no counterbalance can be had from the pub- 
lick and becoming conduct of thoſe, who perſevere 
in the paths of virtue, and whoſe caſe will be 
ſimilar to that here related. 
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all the errors of their paſt behaviour. 

Of this number was A. F. an hapleſs young 
woman, of about ſixteen years of age, admit- 
ted into the Mac DALEN Hovss under a load 
of infamy and horror, in December 1761. She 
was the favourite daughter of her father, a per- 
fon of a decent and reſpectable character in life, 
who, though he had ſeveral children, regarded 
this with eyes of peculiar tenderneſs and affec- 
tion. Pleaſing and delicate in her perſon, ſhe 
had always hitherto ſhewn an equally amiable 
mind, and returned her father's regard with 
becoming attention. But alas ! an inſidious 
ſeducer ſoon found the way to her heart; and 
under the deluſive pretenſions of © courtſhip 
and marriage, in an unguarded hour, ruined 
and withdrew her from her father's houſe. He, 
in all the frantic rage of diſtreſs, ſought the 
child of his tendereſt affection. He found, 
forgave, and brought her home. But, whe- 
ther through an infatuation for her ſeducer, 
(which, however ſtrange, is found but too 
often the caſe) whether through the admoni- 
tions of her afflicted parent too repeatedly 
urged, or through reſtraint, not known be- 
fore ; once more, in an evil hour, ſhe left her 
father's houſe, and ſoon, abandoned by her 

ſeducer 
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ſeducer, plunged into total licentiouſneſs and 
debauchery. 

Her father, who felt ſuch anguiſh as none 
but the parental heart can in any degree con- 
ceive, now gave up his child as irretrievably 
loſt. Happening, however, ſome time after, 
to paſs along the ſtreet, he ſaw a young crea- 
ture, highly dreſſed, throw herſelf into a chair, 
which waited at the door of one of thoſe many 
infamous houſes in this city, to convey her to 
her lodgings, after the debaucheries of the 
place. Let the parent gueſs what He muſt have 
felt, when he perceived this gay victim of li- 
centiouſneſs to be—his child, his favourite 
child—his daughter! He ſtood ſtruck with 
horror and amazement, whilſt ſhe——pierced 
no doubt to the heart, yet unwilling to humble 
herſelf, and confeſs her guilt, turned from him, 
and by her immediate order, was carried off, 
leaving the parent who had paſled ſo many 
ſollicitous hours for her, almoſt petrified with 
grief, and unable to move 

There is great reaſon to believe that this oc- 
caſional but affecting interview touched her to 
the quick, and was the foundation of that re- 
ſolve which ſhe ſoon after put into practice. 
For, the fury of unbridled paſſion beginning to 
abate, and the diſtreſſes of her deteſted courſe 
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of life daily increaſing; the early impreſſions 


of parental tenderneſs naturally coincided with 
theſe to awaken reflection, and to ſhew her 
herſelf. 

Alarmed at the view, ſhe wiſhed, ſhe de- 
termined to return, and try what repentance 
could do. For which purpoſe ſhe applied to 
the Macparten Hovse, and found a ready 
admiſſion. For how could admiſſion be re- 
fuſed to one ſo young, labouring under ſuch a 
burden of miſery, and with ſuch probable 


expectations of ſincere amendment? 


Thoſe expectations were not diſappointed: 
ſhe continued three years in the Houſe ; dur- 


ing the whole of which her behaviour was de- 


cent, conſiſtent, and commendable, But, 
though reconciled to God, though conſcious 
of the ſincerity of her heart, ſhe could find 
no ſolid ſatisfaction, till reconciled to the fa- 
ther whom ſhe had ſo much injured, and to 
whoſe ſoul the had given ſuch unſpeakable an- 
guiſh, The father, however, was now deaf 
to all her ſollicitations. In vain ſhe wrote, 
in vain ſhe pleaded : every effort proved in- 
effectual to procure that pardon, without 
which her heart can never know peace. 

A perſon who deeply intereſts himſelf in fa- 


vour of the Objects of the Charity, wrote to 
her 
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her father. The following was the anſwer . 
he received. 


* 


. 
9 I Had the honour of yours, and with it a 
*© 4 renewal of my ſorrow of heart; which 
ce proceeded, not from your relation of an 
c amendment of life in a long loſt and aban- 
& doned child, but from the remembrance of 
«© herunhappy fall. Did you but know, Sir, 
« with what care and-induſtry an affectionate - 
« father and mother /poſleſſed of but little, 
„ perhaps worthy of more,) have diſcharged 
« their duty, there is nothing but your great 
e goodneſs of heart could induce you to be ſo 
« generous an advocate for one, that has for- 
“ feited ſo much. But what can I ſay on this 
« afflicting ſubject, with any degree of pro- 
« priety, to keep clear of offending the fathers 
of an unhappy many; whilſt my indigna- 
ce tion for the conduct of one, cauſes ſuch per- 
*© turbation of body and mind, as renders me 
e defenceleſs both in words and actions. 
Un: neglected by precept and example, 
© unprovoked by want or ill uſage, ſhe ſacri- 
„ ficed all that was binding, to a lawleſs 
* unruly paſſion, and plunged herſelf into 
that long ſcene of miſery, which muſt have 
I been 
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been longer ſtill, were ſhe not reſcued by the 
<« humane hands of this noble Charity. Happy 
<« is it for her, that you, Sir, have conde- 
« ſcended to ſay, ſhe has approved herſelf 
© worthy of it; and happier ſtill will ſhe be, 
6c jf ſhe continues to deſerve, from thoſe boun- 
ce tiful hands which protect, and have led her 
& back to thoſe paths of virtue from whence 
<« ſhe ſtrayed. 

„ Pardon me, Sir, that I detain you ſo 
© Jong on a melancholy ſubject, perſuaded as 
I am, that your tenderneſs of heart has ſuf- 
te fered by many ſuch doleful tales; and I hope 
* you will forgive me when I ſay, that I am 
© not ſufficiently prepared for the ſorrowful 
interview you deſire, with my once moſt 
<« tenderly beloved daughter. But, as your 
„kind and fatherly letter has conveyed ſome 
&« conſolation to a long diſturbed and afflicted 
« heart, by telling me that her repentance 
has begot compaſſion in you, and the reſt 
© of the worthy Governors of that bleſſed 
« Charity ; 1 will not appear ſo obdurate and 
66 unrelentins to ſoy, that I will never ſee her; 
but, in time, on her perſevering in good 
works, and finiſhing her reformation, agree- 
able to the time inſtituted by that excellent 


* * 3 I may not only ſee her, but alſo 
„have 
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“have pity, and reſtore her to that care and 
& protection, which never departed from me, 
« until ſhe departed from them, 

Thus far, and no further, am J capable, 
c goverflowed with ſorrow, to determine at 
„ preſent; and, as virtue is its own reward, 
I know you expect no more than the thanks 
and prayers of a grateful heart, which ſhall, 
«© publickly and privately be paid by me, for 
ce the proſperity and advancement of that beſt 
s and moſt humane of Charities ; for the pre- 
« ſervation of all its Members; and particu- 
&« larly for you, Sir, to whom I have the ho- 
& nour to be, &c.” _ 

Thoſe who are acquainted with the human 
heart, will not be ſurprized to hear that the 
heart which dictated this letter was afterwards 
reconciled to a daughter, once ſo much be- 
loved, and returning, like the Prodigal, with 
true contrition, both to her earthly and her 
heavenly parent. This happy event ſoon after 
taking place, the daughter wrote with joy to 
the ſame Gentleman to whom the father's let- 
ter was directed ; and we ſubjoin a part of her 
letter, as it demonſtrates the goodneſs of her 
mind, | | 
«© 8 R, 
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4 FR, 
cc T9 incloſed will ſhew that the happy 
cc 


reconciliation with my dear father is, 
te to my unſpeakable joy, at laſt effected: and 
© as you, Sir, have been the kind inſtrument 
of bringing it about, I ſhould be guilty of 
56 the greateſt ingratitude, were I to omit the 
< firſt opportunity of returning you the thanks 
<< that ſuch an important ſervice merits : and 
<« and believe me, Sir, that in whatever ſta- 
<« tion Tt ſhall pleaſe the Almighty hereafter 
< to place me, I ſhall retain the deepeſt ſenſe 
* of the many mercies I have had vouchſafed 
„me, while life remains, &c. | 
She did not forfeit theſe promiſes. Her 
heart was ſincere, and her reformation real. 
Received home with joy, ſhe proved by her 
whole behaviour the truth of her repentance, 
and conducted herſelf in every manner ſuitable 
to her circumſtances, and agreeable to her 


parent. : 
Sollicitous for her welfare, he ſoon after 


gained heraneſtabliſhment in a family of worth 
and diſtinction, where getting an unfortunate 
ſcratch upon the leg, and through attention to 
her duty neglecting it, bad conſequences en- 
ſued ; a mortification ſpeedily came on, and 


an amputation of her leg was found unavoid- 
able. She 
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She bore the dreadful tidings with great 
compoſure and reſignation ; ſent to the Chapel 
of the Magdalen Hoſpital, earneſtly requeſting 
the prayers of all her ſiſter penitents for her, 
and underwent the cruel operation with a pa- 
tience and reſolution which ſurprized thoſe 
who performed it. 

It is eaſy to conceive, from a habit of body 
ſo wretched as that which rendered the am- 
putation neceſſary, what muſt have been the 
conſequences of ſuch an expedient : a total 
mortification came on; and in a few days 
aſter ſhe expired; expired with bleſſings on 
the Charity, as the great means of her ſalvation; 
expired with all that ſerenity of ſoul, with all 
that humility, yet confidence of hope, which 
nothing but true chriſtian principles can in- 
ſpire; but which thoſe principles will always 

inſpire into the breaſt of the real Penitent. 

Upon this Narrative, which is in every par- 
ticular conformable to truth, I would only 
beg leave to make one or two obſervations. 
The firſt, and moſt natural one is, the great 
utility of the MAC DALEN INSTITUTION ; 
without which, this young creature, thus pre- 
ſerved, and now, we truſt, amongſt the bleſſed, 
in all human probability would have been 
loſt ; loſt in early youth, before ſhe had ſeen 

her 
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her twentieth year ; loſt in the extremity of 
ſuffering here, and loſt to all the rewards and 
comforts of futurity : and not only herſelf 
thus deplorably undone, but her wretched 
father would have been left to mourn with 
bittereſt ſorrow the temporal, and the ever- 
laſting miſery of his beloved child, Who can 
be inſenſible to the value, the importance of 
an inſtitution, which thus prevents the direft 
woe; which not only in the preſent caſe, but 
in a variety of others, we have all poſſible rea- 
ſon to believe, hath ſaved, and will continue 
to ſave, many ſouls from eternal loſs ! 

Let a ſecond obſervation from this mournful 
Narrative, be carried home to the hearts of 
thoſe daughters, who are bleſſed with worthy 
and affectionate parents. Let them learn from 
hence, what horrid conſequences—conſe- 
quences, in a great degree, irremediable in 
this life, however their ill effects may be to- 
tally cancelled in the next, — attend a devia- 
tion from filial duty. Let them ſettle it in 
their hearts, that no love can be equal to the 
parental; and that whenever the ſiren- voice 
of ſeduction wooes them to forſake a tender 
father's roof, howęver ſweet the ſound, how- 
ever alluring the promiſes, Deſtruction awaits 
the fatal ſtep, and Ruin ſtands ready to cloſe 


her gloomy doors upon them 
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PREFACE. 


IN an age, when Vice is, in ſome reſpects, 
become faſhionable, and that of Lewdneſs: 
eſpecially treated with ſmiles, not degraded 
with due indignation ; it cannot ſeem ſtrange, 
that an attempt like the preſent ſhould meet 
with ſome ridicule, and be liable to ſome ob- 
jections, as well from the gay, as the grave; 
from the thinking as the thoughtleſs. And as 
there is a variety of motives which may in- 
duce men to give to charitable inſtitutions, 
ſo are there motives no leſs various, which 
may withhold them from giving; and of 
conſequence, lead them to decry a deſign, 
ſolely becauſe they mean not to ſupport it. 
But as we hold not, with a noble Lord *, 
ridicule to be any teſt of the truth; and con- 
ceive that light mirth is as indecent as weak, 
where the life and ſalvation of fellow-crea- 
tures are concerned; we ſhall not be diſ- 
couraged from any good purpoſe by its ran= 
dom ſhafts, or diverted from any benevolent 
deſign, by its loud and unmeaning madneſs, 
The ſucceſs and encouragement, which 
the preſent inſtitution hath met with, in the 
ſhort time ſince its commencement, from the 
E | Great 


* Lord Shafteſbury, = . 
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Great and the Good, abundantly freak its 
utility; and we are pleaſed to obſerve, that 
very few, if any charitable propofals, have 
made a more rapid . e in the ſame 
compaſs of time “. 

As the purpoſe cf the worthy Patrons _ 
Managers of this Charity is only to do good, 
and to render an important ſervice to Religion 
and their Country; they will never be inatten- 
tive to any obſervations of the wiſe and well- 
meaning; never be backward to conſider any 
objections, which ſpeculation may propoſe ; 
or to admit any uſeful hints, which ſeriouſneſs 
and ſobriety may urge, for the advancement 
of the good work, and furtherance of its 
utility. 

We remember, that when the Plan for 
this inſtitution was laid before the world, 
ſome, — either ignorant, as it ſhould ſeem, of 
buman nature, or averſe to the benevolent 
deſign, — urged that it was chimerical and 
abſurdk; that no objects would ever pre- 
ſent themſelves; or, if they did, that the 
re formation of ſuch was impoſſible, 

The doors of the houſe were no ſooner 

* than this objection was powerfully 
g removed 


5 For this we HE to the general pringed 
account of the char ty. XY 
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removed indeed, by the number of pitiable 
ſufferers who flew joy fully to the firſt har- 
bour where they could be admitted, and 
where, in full proof that the reformation of 
ſuch is nothing ideal, their behaviour, in the 
general, hath been excellent and exemplary; 
and all the ſigns and fruits of reformation, 
which could be fancied or ſormed, have and 
continue to ſhew themſelves. 

Surely they who have talked of this de- 
ſign, as of a ſcheme to waſh Ethiopians 
white,” muſt have been very inattentive 
obſervers of human nature; muſt have con- 
ſilered but very ſuperficially the end and 
deſign of the religion of Chrif. 

For all the world knows the miſery and 
diſtreſs of theſe objects: every man who 
reflects on the true condition of humanity, 
muſt know, that the life of a common pro- 
ſtitute, is as contrary to the nature and con- 
dition of the female ſex, as darkneſs to 
light: and however ſome may be compelled 
to the ſlavery of it, yet we can never 
imagine every line of right and virtue ob- 
literated in the minds of all of them. And 
indeed, as the voluntary entrance of thoſe 
who are now in the houſe is a ſufficient 

| if Be proof 
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proof of their wearineſs, and deteſtation of 
this way of life, and a ſtrong recommenda- 
tion in their favour : fo from many letters &, 
and many affecting incidents which have 


already happened in the houſe, it appears, 


beyond all contradiction, that the nobleneſs 


of virtue, and the delicacy of ſentiment, 


have been rather covered over with defile- 
ment, than wholly blotted out; which, up- 
on the firſt remove of the filth, have ſhewn 
themſelves in particulars, which would do 


| honour to the moſt amiable characters. 


When the ſucceſs of the inſtitution ren- 
dered theſe objections no longer poſſible; 
then,—as nothing is ſo inconſiſtent as the 
ſpirit of oppoſition and malevolence,—it was 
faid on the one hand, 1. That the deſign 
of the promoters of this charity was wholly 
to prevent the Vice of Fornication ;” —And 
on the other, 2. That their purpoſe was 
favourable to the vice ; and if not meant to 
encourage and recommend laſciviouſneſs, yet 
evidently productive of thefe conſequences, *? 


For 


Concerning theſe a more ſatisfactory 
account may be had from Mr. Dingley, who 
is in poſſeſſion of the manuſcript letters re- 


ferred to. , 
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For the #4; ſurely the objectors muſt 
have had a low opinion: of the propoſers 
of this inſtitution,” and ſuppoſed them men 
of very mean underſtandings, to fancy they 
could think of ſtemming the torrent of ſuch 
an overflowing vice, by providing a recep- 
tacle for a ſmall number of 'the thouſand 
victims, which are annually offered up in 
this metropolis to luſt and deſtruction ! In 
truth, they are not ſo ſanguine as to con- 
ceive, or ſo ignorant of human nature as 
to imagine, that a retreat for the few who 
may be willing to retrieve and repent, will 


diminiſh the dominion of this all-ruling paſ- 
hon. . The corruptions of human nature 
muſt firſt be totally eradicated ; and the fa- 
vourers of this vice need be under no ap- 


prehenſions, nor join the infamous bawdr 
and panders in the cry, as if their craft 
was in danger *. But if they will not 
E 3 l unite 

* While ſuch execrable methods are purſued, 
to entrap innocent and unwary girls, as are 
publicly avowed; and while infamous bawds 
are ſuffered ſo to ruin and enſlave, no preven- 


tlon can even be thought of. Theſe arts are 
in general well known, except to ſuch as it 


moſt concerns not to be ignorant of them. But 
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unite in the good defign, nor, in juſt re- 
tribution, aſſiſt in providing an Aſylum for 
ſuch as may be called upon, by their bo- 
dies or minds, to forſake the paths of 
death; let them be intreated to curb their 
own evil propenſities; let them be intreat- 
ed not too add to the number of theſe mi- 
ſerable objects, already too too great: let 
them be intreated to conſider the innume- 
rable fatal conſequences to public, private, 
and domeſtic happineſs, which ariſe from 
unbridled luſt, and a promiſcuous commerce; 
and, at leaſt, for their own ſakes, learn 
the practice of that virtue, which never 
leaves 


one of this infernal crew, with an impudenee 
which is ſcarce to be parallePd, hath lately hired 
the venal quill of ſome hackney writer to-proclaim 
publicly to mankind his ſcandalous and horrid 
proceedings; and hath laid open ſome of thoſe ar- 
tifices, which may perhaps tend to another pur- 
poſe than the ſpirit of that pamphlet proves it 
written with. It will not be long doubted, that 
| I refer to © The remonſtrances of the Pimp: gene- 
ral: — Honourable Title!--And, poſſibly, it 
is the ſame infambus, and malevolent-pen, which 
lately, in language the moſt virulent and ſhocking, 
hath poured forth its deteſtable venom againf 


* 
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leaves her votaries to diſeaſe and diſtrac- 
tion, to anguiſh of conſcience, and ſuture 
condemnation. | | 

For the ſecond objection; the characters of the 
worthy Gentlemen who axe concerned in this 
deſign, are too public, and too well known 
for the amiable practice eſpecially of all 
domeſtic virtues, to dread any prejudice 
from the loudeſt voice of ſuch flander. But, ac- 
quitting them of the purpaſe, Let any man only 
conſider the progreſs which this vice hath made 
in our nation; its general and fatal preva- 
lence; the many thouſand women yearly periſh- 
ing, in all the extremities of diſeaſe and diſtreſs, 


by 


this, and all other Pablic Charities ! Poor man! 
what a horrid mind muſt he poſſeſs , and what a 
puniſhment muſt he ſhare hereafter, unleſs he re- 
pent ! For, not to ſpeak of the univerſal deteſta- 
tion in which fuch a being muſt be held; can we 
conceive any crime more complicated than his, 
who. endeayours to prevent the workings of bene 
volence, the nobleſt and firſt of virtues ; and 
who takes as much favage delight in doing evil, 
in calumniating and abuſing, as the virtuous 
take in doing good to, and bleſſing their fellow- 
creatures ? Wretched writer ! what a black and 
pitiable mind is thine! 
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by means of it: let them only conſid et 
how our capital ſtreets, for many years paſt, 
have been thronged, and every corner of 
our metropolis infeſted by theſe miſerable 
wretches, to the ſhame of good order, de- 
cency, and religion: and then let them ne- 
ver fancy, that ſuch a deſign can encou- 
rage; then let them be glad, that here — 
but here only — an opportunity preſents it- 
ſelf, to ſave ſome of theſe poor ſufferers from 
almoſt inſtant perdition. 

In truth, this objection might as well 
be urged againſt. every other charitable 1 in. 
ſtitution; nay indeed, I have heard it ur- 
ged againſt ſome, which ſeem leaſt liable 
to its force. And you might, with as much 
reaſon ſuppoſe, that a maſon would be 
careleſs how he mounted the lacder, and in- 
different whether he fell down or not, and 
broke a leg, becauſe there is an Hoſpital 
ready to receive him ; as that a woman 
ſhould commence * proſtitute, becauſe there 

| is 


The reader will obſerve that T ſay commence : 
That ſome of the mMſerable wretches who are ob- 
liged to that hardeſt of all ſervice, the walking 
nightly in the ſtreets, may fometimes, in their 
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is a houſe of penitence and induſtry to re- 
ceive her in woe and diſtreſs. 

Different, far different, are the motives 
which are urged, and the proſpects which 
are preſented, when the ſeducer ſpreads his 
toils againſt artleſs unſuſpecting innocence. 
Golden dreams, and gay delights, lull her 
fancy and her conſcience ; and ſhe thinks 
of nothing elſe, — till ſhe awakens ſrom her 
ſeep, and finds herſelf undone ! 

But, ſuppoſing the preſent deſign well 
planned, the purpoſe good, and the effects 
more admirable than could have been ex- 
pected, even by the moſt ſanguine favourer 
of this charity; Some will yet object again 
(and we would with every objection re- 
moved) * that they are doubtful what may 
become of theſe women, and whether they 
may not return to the ſame courſe of life, 


when removed from the houſe. * 
We 


diſembled jollity, boaſt of the Magdalen-houſe, no 
man can wonder; and the leſs ſo, as they are ſo 
frequently reminded of it by paſſengers of every 
ſort. But the diſcerning and judicious will pre- 
ceive, that this can be no objection to the "" 
uſelf. | 
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We muſt be allowed here to rejoin, that 
inſiſting too much on this point, in the 
preſent infant ſtate of this deſign, is rather 
unkind; and eſpecially, if it be ſo inſiſted 
on, as tobe made an objection againſt it. Let 
thoſe, who raiſe it, rather employ their time 
and their thoughts, —as they would with to 
unite in the good of their fellow-creatures, 
how beſt to remove it, and propoſe what- 
ever may ſeem reaſonable to themſelves on 
this head ; and I believe I may take upon 
me to ſay, that all ſuch propoſals will be 
received with due deference and eſteem. 
- But ſurely, they muſt not have reflected 
ſeriouſly on the influence of religious prin- 
eiples, who lay too much ſtreſs on this ob- 
jection. All parents and friends ſuppoſe 
the advantages of education great, and the 
bias of religious principles ſuch, that it is 
ſufficient to preſerve the mind from deviat- 
ing into the paths of error and folly, If 
not, why are we ſo ſolicitous for giving 
our children good education, and an early 
tincture of virtue? And why ſhould we 
not _ preſume the ſame in regard to. theſe 
women, many of whom have entered the 
houſe utterly ignorant of and uninſtructed 
It 
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in the religion of their country; ſtrangers, 
00 much to their God and their Saviour, 
ne glad tidings of whoſe mercy is like 
refreſhing: balm to their ſouls? Now, as 

> Chriitian Religion, in ſuch circum- 
fan at nces, is a perfectly new thing, great and 
2d mirable are the effects which may reaſon- 
ably be expected from it: and as the moſt 
diligent care is taken to inſtruct them in 
the ſound principles of the faith, no friend 
to that faith can doubt the good effects 
of ſuch inſtruction. 

Beſides, after the time bf their probation, 
which will be more or leſs, as proper be- 
haviour may dictate, and opportunity offer; 
it is not to be doubted, but that many friends 
will be reconciled to and receive them; 
( ſome have already been reconciled : ) — 
tnat upon the exaCteſt knowledge of their 
characters, — which may be had here with- 
out the leak deception, many worthy per- 
ſons will employ them as ſervants, which 
will be but an act of ordinary juſtice : Some 
may become uſeful and faithful wives ; and 
as being habituated to induſtry, and taught 
many uſeful branches of employment in the 
hoyſe, they will moreover be enabled to 
" procure 
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48 P'xxrACTE. 
procure their own bread ; and that more 
eſpecially, as it will be the care of the 
Directors of this Charity, ſo to fix thoſe 
in future life who ſhall gain their eſteem 
by proper conduct, and ſo to occupy the 
little ſums they may gain * during their 
ſtay in the houſe, as to enable them the 
better to procure an honourable ſubſiſtance. 
For it is well known, that many of theſe 
unhappy women, who have once loſt their 
character, have no poſſible opportunity to 
get their own bread, however able and de- 
ſirous they may be, thro' the natural re- 
luctancy there is in the generality of people 
to employ them; nay, indeed, we migbt 
ſay, thro' the almoſt unavoidable impoſlibi- 
lity of employing them. So that when 
they leave the houſe, ſtored with good prin- 
ciples, and with an habit of induſtry, and 
are put into a way to procure a liveli- 
hood, there can be no doubt but they will 
do ſo. And ſhould: ſome miſcarry out of 
the number, yet if ſome, if half only, are 
reſtored 
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 ® Every womaſ is entitled to a part of what ſhe 
gains by her labour in the houſe. See the Rules 
of Employment, Numb. 1. Cc. 
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reſtored and ſaved; certainly it will well 
repay all the trouble: And I cannot but 


remark, in juſtice to the women now in 


the houſe, that they are truly ſenſible of 


the neceſſity of induſtry. The account of 


what they have already gained, which hath .. 
been publiſhed *, is a ſufficient proof that 
they have not been, that they are not, 


idle. And this account may ſerve alſo to 
corroborate another remark, Which was 
made when the Plan was firſt laid before 
+. the world; that greater good may be done, 
at a leſs expence, in this undertaking, than 
in almoſt any other charitable ſcheme; fince 
it is to. be ſuppoſed, that when the. whole 
is duly regulated, the women will nearly 
maintain themſelves. _ 

This may ſerve as an anſwer to the ob- 
jection under view : but I muſt add be- 
ſides, that a due attention will be had to 


F - the 


* It appears from this account, that from the 
commencement of the charity, Auguſt 10, 1758, 
to April 12, 1759, the work done by the Women, 
as ſpinning, making caps, ſhirts, winding ilk, 
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the demands of our colonies abroad: ; where 


ſuch as are willing, upon the beſt advan- 
tages and propoſals, will be transferred, at 
the diſcretion and pere of the Gover- 


nors. * 

The great decreaſe of our en. is a 
ſubject of common obſeryation, and doubt. 
leſs one ſource of it is that  abominabl 
luſt, and, prevalent promiſcuous commerce 
of the ſexes, which, to the prejudice of 
honourable matrimony, ſo notoriouſly As 
bounds. . As very many of the objects in 
the Magdalen- Houſe are extremely young, 
the preſerving them from that immediate 
deſtruction into which they muſt otherwiſe 
have fallen, it is hoped, is an object not 
unworthy men who love their country, and 
wiſh to promote its happineſs. And as 
many of them have been deluded, in the 
moſt ſcandalous manner, ſome, I may ſay, 
without a figure, almoſt in their hanging 
ſleeves, and have been kept purpoſely in 
black and total ignorance of the crime, to 
which they were unwittingly introduced ; 
ſurely, it is but a debt we owe to ſuch, 
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* Thi 10 noy / more immediately under con- 
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to give them the means of inſtruction, and 
ane chance at leaſt for eternal life, which 
they could otherwiſe never have found. 
If, as ſome have fondly advanced, an at- 
tempt of this kind be methodiftical ; let thoſe 
perſons be. told, it would well become us 
all to be ſuch Methodiſts. Indeed this little 
wild bolt of weakneſs ſcarce deſerves to be 
mentioned ; except to remark the abſurdity 
of ſome ſort of people, who think it ſuf- 
ficient to decry a good mm: n, or a good 


work, if they brand them with the name of 


ee, This ſurely i is moſt injudicious ; 
people -whom they mean to condemn, by 
ſuppoſing that real virtue, and ſubſtantial 
piety,” is only to be met with amongſt 
them. However, be it known, that no- 
thing of Merbodi ſin or Enthuſiaſm hath, or 


ever will have place, we truſty in this De- 
The Gentlemen concerned in it have | 


ſign. 
knowledge too real, and piety too ſolid, to 
countenance ' or encourage any thing weak, 


wild, and bfafphemous: and tho they are 
not #*ſhamed to think the doctrines of the 
Chriſtian | Religion eſſentially neceſſary to 


de taught in all their plainneſs to the Peni- 
tents, with whom deepneſs of learning, or 
br 3 vaſt 
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. grows moſt luxuriantly in the worſt ſoils. 


and - paſs oyer them ;-mquick-lighted . tor the 
mote in their brothers, very dim to the 
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vaſt reach of thought, is by no means ne. 
ceſſary; yet they will always | take Care ſo 
to provide, that imputations of this ſort 
may be only the blaſts of calumny, or the 
inane effuſions of ignorance, and inattention. 
Noble minds are always the moſt free 
from envy :, this is a baneful plant, which 


But it is well that the preſent undeftak- 
ing can never be affected by the maleyq- 
lence of the lower fort ; who may regret 
ſuch a proviſion for their. miſerable; and 
by them judged, utterly unworthy faltom- 
creatures, but will never be able to, re- 
vent it. Sometimes too, there is a, ſtern 
Aeverity even in virtue, which. knows nat 
v0 forgive failings, whereto itſelf is a ſiran- 
ger: and full often we fad, that meg cap 
be extremely rigid to faults of which they 
themſelves; are. guiltleſs ; while they har- 
bour fins equally odious and. deſtructive, ip 
their boſoms, and cap very readily. pardon 


beam in their on eye. To the latter of 
theſe we would wiſh. to recommend our 
Saviour's conduct in the caſe of the wo- 
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man caught in adultery, and adviſe ſuch, as: 
are without fin themſelves * to caſt the firſt | 
ine. To the former, with all the win- 
ning mildneſs of the father to the eldeft for 
in the parable, we would reply, It is meet 
that we ſhould: mate merry and be glad: for: 
this thy" brother; thy fellow creature, ahd feh- 
low Chriſtian, wits ded; mats en again; 
was ft, and is found ! dy b 
Thus much ſeemed alas wor urge, over 
and above What follows in the Særnum, and 
which it was not ſo convenient to add 
there. And I have only to requeſt my 
reader's favourable regard, which I ſhall not 
doubt to obtain when the novelty and, 
niceneſs of my ſubject is conſidered. I muſt 

not, howeverz: withhold my abknowledg-: 

ments from the noble and orthy Support- 
ers of this: Charityai ſbenthę- Kind opinion 
they were gleaſed ton lexpreſs of this my 
endeavour. to forward their ! uſeful deſign: 
And could I preſume, that the diſcourſe 
might meet With à reception near as ſa- 
vourable from the Preſs, as from the Pulpit, 
| ſhould be happy. Zut the ear is a 
F 3 favourable 
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54 
favourable judge: a 42 we n is 
ſeyere and inexorable . 

. Satisfied however, in * 8 of my 
intention; aſſur'd, that to give the leaſt * 
fence is at the utmoſt diſtance from, my 
delign; and deſirous to be as inſtrumental 
as my ſtation will admit, in the great work of 


benevolence and love; I commitit to the world, 


and to the patronage eſpecially of the Friends 
and Governors of this Charity, at whoſe re- 
queſt . it was preathed-: (an oſſice, Which, 
they can bear me witneſs, I ſtroyr much 
and long to comtend to one of ſupexion 
ſtation and ability), and at whoſe command 
and defire I now publiſh it. : heartily pray- 
ing, that the Divine Grace may accompany 
it, and this good work, and crown , all 
the generous 'infttuments- of it withi length 
of days, riches, and honour here below, 


and with hen rang 4 and glory in the 


world's on? Tf! 131 >\ 1 104 Denen 
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Ap WHEN Jasps ax THAT, „Ak 
SAID, THEY THAT ARE WHOLE NEED 
NOT A PHYSYCIAN ; 5: BUT | THEY | THAT 
ARE, ser. — BUT, ch VB AND; LEARN 
WHAT THAT, MBANETHy,J. MD HAVE 
Mancxv, AND. NOT , SACRIFICE, ; Fon | 
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mere: benevolent» than the deſign, of the 
great” Redeemer of the world. Ihe religion 
he hath inſtituted is the moſt agreeable 
and correſpondent to the neceſſities of man 
kind : the example he hath ſet, the moſt 
conducive (| to that [perfecting dur - natures. 
which, is the end of Our Being, and the 
foundation of our felicity. 0013 O07 (90:14 
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That Virtue is preferable to Vice; that, 
if there- be a God, he muſt delight in Vir- 
tue; that what he delights in, may rea- 
fonably expect to be happy ; was the ge- 
neral perſuaſion! of the belt and wiſeſt 
Heathens. But theſe opinions left them 
3 in fad diſquietude and uneaſy ſuſ- 


S a it 4 & 


faction to ariſe from the contemplation of 
Virtues defiled with innumerable blemiſhes, 
for which they were utterly ignorant whes 
ther pardon might be heine at all; or 
if obtained, in what manner the Deity 
could be atoned, and made Placable. {TH 
held them, às it were, all their life time 
ſubject to bondage; and made death, as 
one of the ableſt of them cails it, 
nn, things che moſt horribly! 

Theſe clouds are removed; and this dare 
neſs Gilpelled, by that life and immortality 
wich is brought to light by the Gaſpel. 
And, to the unſpeakable confort of our 
fouls, We .perceive the Son of God himſelf 
moved by the moſt affecting bene volencs 
to eſpouſe Sur canſe, to purchaſe our 
vation, to proclaim our ms and \maks 
2444 ing 


Serinon:bafare the Prefecents e = 
ing a Revelation, bf, che fovereigh Will, com- 
pleatly adapted to qur Wants, pevfectly dir 
ſperſing our deubts and our sas, and in- 
ſpiring us at onee with, the: nn 
confidence, - and the watrmeſt lo, - 
The words of the text ſerve well to ſhew 
us the admirable Diſpoſition '66--0ur-Sayioun, 
and the important End of his appearande 
amongſt us: And as that Diſpoſition was 
the moſt; amiably benevolent and compa 
fionate, and that End the falvation of rer 
penting ſingers 5; there Juzely. can be no- 
thing more pfoper to engage aur attention at 
preſent, wheniwe are aſſennbled ta promote 
and encourage an undertaking, of which 
 BENEVOLENCE and COMP Ass ron ate the noble 
Foundations). of which the S vATLN of 
10 and NUuNED so, is the- glorious 
End. 20CYy ils Jo it 
I (half take ng hr gy from the 
words of the text; 1 "= 
I. Briefly to ſet 0 the e _ Bu 
cellenct of the ) Chriſtian Religion; And, 
II. Fò ſhew the ex and pleaſing con- 
formity of our prefent Maitun to it: the 
Utility whereof, and the many motives 


which mould urge us to'a generous afli- 
* ſtance 


' 


58 Sermanibefort the Preſident, & e 
ſtance of it, will condlude the preſent ad- 
dreſs, 'Wherein 1 ſhall need all that can- 
dor and faveurable attention, which a ſub. 
ject ſo new and ſo delicate may juſtly elaim. 
And permit me to hope, that as T tread 
firſt, by your appointment, in this trackleſs 
path, you "wil make Wh more — 
_ :allowances- ! » 1:1 1 

2, Iſt: then, let us Wb 1 
the end wand Ay of the Chriſtian 110 
e not £1? ef han nat 

And ES that end is the moſt noble 
tha! can be fancied, the moſt commendable 
that can be conceived. It is nothing lets 
than the recovery of mankind from ruin 
and wretchedneſs :. than the: reſtoration of 
a fallen world to favour and felicity, with 
the author of their exiſtence, and the 2 
tain of all good. 

The Scriptures: ſet mis end beſbre mY in 
terms the moſt expreſſive, and the moſt 
pleaſmg, We are told in them, that God 
fo laved the world, that he gave his only. be- 
. gotten, Son, that whoſoever, beliaveth in bim, 
ſhould not | periſh, but Baue everlaſting if 
We. are, told, that this divine and only 
ura Son cars inta the world ts ſave 
innert. 
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ſuners. Nay, and he himſelf, throughout 
the courſe of his miniſtry; uttered ohly pa- 
thetic invitations to the weary and » beavys: 
laden to come to him, and find meroy and 
life ;—to take his eaſy yoke, and receive 19. 
and tranquility, And in the words of the 
text, you perceive what kind encourage - 
ment fell from his bleſſed lips; fully ex- 
preſſing his benevolent deſign, and engag- 
ing the humble penitent to aceeſs and con- 
kdence. They that are whole, ( ſaid he to 
the malevolent Phariſees, who objected to 
him, becauſe they ſaw him eat with Pub- 
licans and 'Sinners, ) they that are whole need 
not a phyſician ;, but they that are fick. \ * Mur- 
mur not therefore, ye Scribes and Phariſees, 
that I eat and converſe with Publicans and 
Sinners: My buſineſs is with ſuch: and the 
. end of my ,coming/ into the world was the 
} ſalvation of theſe. I converſe not with 
1 them to lull them in fatal ſecurity amidſt 


K their vices, or to contract any taint from 
b the contagion of their impurities ; but; as 


. the phyſician viſits the chamber of-the fick, 
y and is occupied | amidſt the couches: of the 
vs languiſhing and diſtreſt; ſo do I, as, the 
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actneſs of punctilio? Why then do ye mar- 
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great phyſician of the ſoul,” ſeek. out the 
ſick! and diſeas d in mind; and offer health 
and ſal vation to the children of men, - ſuf- 
fering under a malady the moſt mortal and 
inveterate, the malady of fr, — And What 
phyſician, in caſes of diſtreſs and danger, 
ſtands upon the niceties of forms, or the ex- 


vel and murmur that I, in the like extre- 
mities, act in the like manner? G ye, and 
tearnwhat that meaneth, which God delivered 


by his prophet of . old, * 7 will have mercy, 


and not ſacrifice ; I will have mercy, RATHER 
THAN ſacrifice : Where the one or the other 
muſt be omitted, let MERCY, by all means, 
let the work of compaſſion, beneficence and 
love be preferred to SACRIFICE, — to in- 
ſtituted forms, and merely external ordi- 
nances; which, tho' neceſſary in them- 


ſelves, and highly uſeful, as ordained of God, 


and as means to an important end, muſt 
yet never deſtroy that end, but give place 
and preference to/it : for of all things merg, 


acts of humanity guy benevolence, are moſt 


pleaſing to the God of love ; and of all 


acts, as being the moſt humane and bene- 
| ficent 


* Hoſea vi.6, 


. I" 


nt 
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ficent, the ſalvation of loſt ſinners from de- 


ſtruction and death. And this is the great 


work for which I came into the world; 


this is the great end I have in view to ac- 
compliſh. I am not come to call the righteous, 
but ſinners to repentance *, ” 

There is one remark, which, from a re- 


view of this apology of our Saviour to the 


Phariſees, naturally ariſeth in the human 
mind; and the more naturally, as daily 


experience gives us unpleaſing proofs of it; 


which is, The much greater readineſs and 


willingneſs (if I may fo ſay) in the ſo- 


vereign Lord of tbe world to pardon of- 
fences, and to blot out the remembrance 
of them from his book, than is but too 
commonly found amongſt fellow- creatures. 
Great offences, and deep blots in life are 
frequently treaſured up in the tables of 
human memory; and however repentance 
and a thorough change of conduct may wit- 
neſs a renewed life, and a pardoned” ſtate, 
we find men but too apt to recolle& the 
old grievance, and too backward to forget 
yy n 

* See Dr. Ibirdy, and the other com- 
mentators for a full explication of this paſſage. 


F 
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and to cancel what God hath forgotten, 
and long ſince freely forgiven. 
'The ſenſe of our own frailty, the know- 
ledge of the Almighty's ready pardon, and 
the conſideration of the great end which 
brought the Saviour into the world, ſhould 
teach us another conduct; and inſpire us 


with mutual forbearance, and that feeling 


compaſſion, which above all things * 
and diſtinguiſhes human nature. | 

And ſurely a brighter example we can- 
not have before our eyes, than in that 
incarnate Gop, who hath ſet us the pat- 
tern, and whom it 1s our duty, as it will 


be our happineſs, to imitate. - 


Moved with tender pity NES the 
children of men, he diſrobed himſelf of his 
glory, and aſſum'd human nature in its 


loweſt form: Glory to Good in the: higheſf, 
peace on earth, and good-will towards men, was 


the gladſome ſong which the heavenly cho- 
rus echoed at his birth: God will towards 
men influenced his whole life, and ſhone 
beautifully diſplayed in his every action. 


When the children of affliction ſurrounded 


him, and he beheld the tears of diſtreſs, 


his generous heart was moved at the call 
MY of 


IS 
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of compaſſion : He ſaw; he pitied ; he re- 
lieved, None ever requeſted his aid, and 
found a repulſe : none ever implored his 
mercy, and were rejected in their ſuit. 
He refuſed ho company, he declined 
no fatigue, he ſhrunk from no danger, 
whenever he might adminiſter relief to 
the ſouls or the bodies of men. Un- 
wearied in love, he went about diffuſing 
peace and bleſſing: and as he came into 
the world to fave ſinners, - ſo he left no 
means untried, no motives; unurged, to call 
them to repentance and pardon : And, at 
the end, after having done all to gain and 
reſtore a loſt world, he crowned his mighty 
benevolence, by an act ſuperior to all praiſe, 
—He died for ſinners ! | | 
Of the excellence of a religion like this, 
whoſe end is ſo eminently noble, whoſe au- 
tvor is ſo great and ſo good, the only 
begotten and eternal Son of God, the per- 
tect pattern of every laudable and heavenly 
affection ; — of the excellence of ſuch a re- 
ligion, why need we ſpeak We muſt all 
feel it: and to be happy, we mult: 
experience it. But who can help 
remarking, from the flighteſt view of 
it, the great importance of human ſouls, 
G 2 and 
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and the high value which the God 
who made us is pleaſed to ſet upon 
his rational creatures? Rather than 
they ſhall periſh, his own Son ſhall, 
become one of them, ſuffer for, ranſom, and 
redeem them. A thouſand and a thouſand 
pathetic calls and invitations ſhall be given 
them: nay, and the ever bleſſed Spirit itſelf. 
ſhall be commiſſioned to awaken and in- 
habit, to comfort and to guide them. Even 
the holy angels are introduced as intereſted 
in their welfare; and heaven itſelf, with 
its ſupreme inhabitant, repreſented as par- 
taking in the joy of ſouls reſtored: There 
it joy in heaven, and before the angelt of God, 
over one ſinner that repenteth ; one ſheep 
that is found, one fon that is reſtored to 
life. ' And can we conceive a” higher no- 
tion of the value which the Father pits 
on the leaſt of his reaſonable creatures 
His higheſt angels have charge of them; 
his only begotten Son lives and dies to 
ſave them: and himfelf condeſcends to 
ſhare in the joy with which the Keavenly 
beings are filled on their recovery | Need 
J then ſay, how amiable and honourable, 
2 nay, how neceſſary it is,' that we ſhould 
labour to increafe this celeſtial” joy, by an 
| at- 
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attention to our own, by a benevolent 
concern for thé ſalvation of others? 8 

I would juft "make one remark 'more on 
the excellence of the Chriſlian religion ; 
which is, that tho' it affords abundant con- 
ſolation to the returning ſinner ; yet it gives 
not the leaſt. countenance conceivable- to ſin 
itſelf, -. Our Savio ur came, he tells us, as 
a phyſician to heal the ſicki; as a ſhepherd 
to ſeek and to ſave that which was loſt; 
as an almighty redeemer to call ſinners to 
reporitante, | Repentance can alone * to, 
we continue in the practice of Vie we 
haye no room to hope for, we ave no 
ground to expect, his pardon and grace: 
Of which, would we. partake, undiſſembled 
contrition muſt lead us to his throne, and 
a perfect ;,reformation, in a renewed life, 
witneſs the ſincerity of our minds, and the 


reality of our profeſſion. And they, be aſſured, 


who lead you to hope for pardon without peni- 
tence, and to depend on an enthuſiaſtic faith 
without fruits,” or a righteouſneſs ' without 
works (a doctrine we have heard but too 


G 3 N lately 
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lately enforced * ) lead vou to depend 5 on 
that which hath no exiſtence, and to de- 
ceive yourſelves with a deluſion, which is 
of alf others moſt dangerous. $i: 


. - * * 
4 * , 
o a * 
5 . | 'S , 9 


*—In'a weak and obnoxious Sermonpreached 
by the Rev. Mr. Elliot, then Chaplaln of: St. 
George's Hoſpital, intitled Entouragement for fuers 
or, Righteouſneſs attainable without Works. When 
St. Paul in his epiſtle to the Romans, chap. iv. 
ver. 9. ſpeaks of Righteouſne/; without Warks, it is 
evident to any man, whe underftands , the lan. 

p guage in which he writes, or who attends ie > the 


of paſt ſins, upon Faith ad Ae For th 
the 7th verſe he ſays, ( quoting the Pſulnift) 2 
fed are they whoſe iniyuities are forgiven, an ao bey 
fint ate torvered. Aikalesνẽ ſhould properly hive 
been rendered ju/tificatien, in agreement” with 
deb, gc. which our tranſlators have rendered 
Juſtified, juſtifeth, &c. in ver. 2, 5, Cr. Aidait 
is much to be wiſhed, that this acruracy hall been 
preſerved throughout our Tranſlation; that the 
ſame word in the original always had been, rea 
dered by the fame, word in the Engii/h, \ By this 
means many objections and controverſies agitated 
with no ſmall fifry, had been prevented. Rzghte-, 
ouſneſs without wyarks, 1s a contradiction in terms, 

| . In 
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So that you may obſerve with great plea- 
ſure, that the Religion of [Chriſt propoſ- 
eth, with the moſt winning benevolence, 
conſolation to fin ners the moſt afflicted, and 
to fouls the moſt depreſſed; white it en- 
couragerd not the leaſt appeabance of ; inis 
quity, but recommend the; moſt ſolid and 
rational! pietyy in a ſyſtem of laws the mbit 
pure and tlie moſt perfect that the earth 
ever ſaw; upon motives, the moft affect- 
ing and perſuaſive, and under ſanctions 
the moſt holy, awful and formidable. 
This may ſuffice to flew the kn, rant! 
the axcellencs" of the Chriſtian, inſtitution: 
which a indeed r in various 


in our eee bob Ri 1 is . com> 
plex word for all moral virtues, or good works. 
To ſay that it means the Nel of Chriſt in 
this place betrays great inattemion; fince the 


apoſtle is evidently ſpeaking only of 7u/trfication 


of pardon of paſt offences, through faith ; and 


Faith, ſays he, ar reckoned to Abrabam far righ- 
ttouſneſs, ver. 9. «aoyioly To Abpany n Wir Bu. 
Arraiogovm that is, He was looked upon by God 


as a' juſtified pir/or, as if i ſtate of pardon, bn ac- 
count of that Fuitb, whith the Apoſtle deſcribes 


in the following verſes : See alſd ver: 5, and 22. 
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other | inimitable parts, did not the time, 
and the deſign we are met to encourage, 
render it the leſs ſeaſonable. I cannot how- 
ever fail to obſerve, that ſo ſtriking is the 
beauty of the Religion we profeſs, that it 
hath extorted, as it were, {unwilling praiſ- 
es from the pen of late noble writer F, 
who applied all his wit and his, parts: to 
oppoſe and degrade it. For HE acknow- , 
ledgeth that it is a mot amiable and, uſe ful 
inſtitutiom; whoſe natural tendency; is directed 
to promote the peace and happineſs ef mans 
#ind ; that it contains all the | duties of natu- 
ral Religion, and | teacheth them in the ma 
plain and ſimple manner; that it is one con- | 
tinued leſſon of the ftrictet Morality, of u 
ſtice, of Benevolence, an of univerſal Charity ; 
hat, 4 as its moral precepts. are exile ent ; j 1 
its poſitive inflitutions are not only innocent, 
but profitable, and extrench proper ta keep up 
the ſpirit r Religion; that it is 4 moſt = 
and ; intelligible rule Y n ang 
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Ee Lord Bolingdrole, from different parts of. the 


ee volume of who e works the Fate fol- 
lowing are extracted. . old 
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Now, if even an enemy could bear ſuch 
a teſtimony to it, how much doth it be- 
hove Us to bear a more uſeful teſtimony to 
it, by the integrity of our lives, and the 
cxemplarineſs of our practice? 

II. And YOU, worthy heaters; are ready 
to bear that teſtimony; I am perſuaded; by 
your appearance in this place, for the pro- 
motion of a charitable deſign, ſurely of all 
others moſt conformable” to the nature and 
end of the Chriſtian Religion” 1997, Y 

That end, you have heard fromthe mouth 
of the benevolent author of this religion 
mimſeif, is e the falvatio of finners: that 
ſalvation,” ybür perceive” is to be eſfecteck 
a by bringing fingers to repentance: 
and your” great lord and maſter hath 
ſhewn - you a pattern, and left yer" to im- 
itate an example of the molt tender come 
paſion' and unweatied! benevolence in this 
important work. Vour preſent laudable 
Deſign is à noble copy after his example: 
Tender compaſſion, and the moſt diſinitereſt= 
ed benevoletice” hayr "moved you to provide 
the means of repetitatice, and ſo the mtans 
of ſalvation for many miſerable ſouls; who, 
without this proviſion, muſt periſh in in- 
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50 Sermon before the Preſident, &c. 
evitable deſtruction. Thus are you happy 
in treading in the ſteps, and being fellow- 
workers together with the God of your 
ſalvation. | 

*Tis true, that to common and Cone 
ficial obſervers of things nothing ſeems a 


more deteſtable object, more worthy our 


hatred and ſcorn, than a common and peſ- 
tilent Proſtitute. And indeed were thoſe 
in that miſerable condition, either placed in 
it by their own choice, or detained in it 
by their own free-will : had a vicious in- 
clination at firſt introduced, 'or did the ſame, 
vicious inclination continue them in it, 
amidſt repeated opportunities to retrieve and 
return; we would then grant they were 
utterly unworthy the leaſt compaſſion, and 
more beneath humanity than the beaſt that 
periſheth. But when we are fully convin- 
ced, that different, far different is the truth 
of the caſe; then compaſſion pleads their 
cauſe, and humanity urgeth us to their 

ſuccour and redreſs, - 
For, though the great. author of our n 
hath, for wiſe and good ends, implanted 
the ſame paſſions in either ſex, and there- 
fore 
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fore tranſgreſſion 0 as poſſible, and of con- 
ſequence as excuſeable on the weaker ſide, 
as it is on the ſtronger; yet fact abun- 
dantly demonſtrates to us, that men, for the 
moſt part, are the Seducers; and the ge- 
nerality of thoſe, who now claim our aid, 
have been introduced to their miſery by 
the complicated arts of ſeduction, and by 
every unjuſtifiable method, which cruel and 
brutiſh luſt ſuggeſts to the crafty ſeducer. 

And it is well known how much harder 
that caſe, in this particular, is with the 
female ſex, than with our own. — One 
falſe ſtep ſor ever ruins their fair fame; 
blaſts the fragrance of virgin innocence, and 
conſigns them to contempt and diſgrace ! 
while the author of their diſtreſs may tri- 
umph in his villainy! and — ſhame to 
human nature — not be branded with one 
mark of reproach for the ruin of a fel- 
low-creature | ] 

And when once, by whatever unhappy 
means undone, the wretched out-caſt hath 
no reſource, no redreſs: but muſt fall from 
ſhame to ſhame; from ſorrow to ſorrow : 
fall lower and lower in the pit of foul mi- 
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ſery, and drudge in the labour of  odious 
proſtitution, to preſerve a burthen ſome 
Being from famine, and from death. 
Thus ſoul and body are loſt at once; 
and an uſeful member is cut off from the 
community, in early youth, having done 
no good, nay, having diffuſed much evil 
amongſt her fellow-creatures. | In earh 
yauth indeed very many of the unhappy 
objects now in the howſe,' being under four- 
teen years of age, and a great part de- 
bauched and introduced into this wretched 
way of life, before that age *, and of courſe, 
before nature and inclination | could have 
any part in their crime: And it is greatly 
more than probable, that of theſe objects, 
ſixty in an hundred, or more, would have 
been dead in leſs than two years; that 


happy 


In a paper of our worthy Treaſurer's now 
before me, and written ſome time finge, I read, 
“Out of an Hundred girls, now. in the Magdalen 
Houſe, aboye a ſeventh part have not yet ſeen 
their fifteenth ygar ; ſeveral are under fourteen; 
and one third of the whole have been betrayed be- 
fore that age!” 


* 
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happy in the houſe, would have been now 
ſuffering in the miſeries of future condem- 
nation | 

To prevent this, as far as you may, 
and to provide ſome relief for ſufferers ſo 
truly pitiable, is the benevolent and humane 
motive, which hath engaged you, my wor- 
thy Friends and Brethren, the Governors 
and PRomoTERs of this deſign, to unite 

your generous efforts, and to join hand 
and heart in the good cauſe. * 

And what cauſe. can more deſerve en- 
couragement, what charitable inſtitution be 
calculated to do greater good? for this ex- 
tends itſelf to the ſouls as well as the bodies 
of our fellow-creatures : and as much more 
noble and excellent as an immortal ſoul is, 
than a periſhing body ; ſo much more noble 
every inſtitution which extends to the wel- 
fare of- the former, than thoſe which ex= 
tend only to the welfare of the latter. 
The great, ſucceſs this charity hath hitherto 
met with, abundantly confirms this opinion. 

Permit me ſincerely to congratulate you 
on the ſucceſs, which hath thus far crown- 
ed your commendable undertaking. If 

H they, 
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they, who turn one ſoul to light and to 
righteouſneſs, cauſe joy in heaven, and 
ſhall fine as the ſtars for ever and ever; 
what may they reaſonably expect, who, 
mov'd by the juſteſt motives, actuated by 
a ſincere love to Chriſt, and a true com- 
paſſion to their fellow-creatures, are happily 
inſtrumental in the ſalvation of many ſouls, 
are happily inſtrumental in faving numbers 
from that death eternal, which, without their 
kindly aſſiſtance, they could never, humanly 
ſpeaking, have avoided ? 

And ſuch, we have the utmoſt reaſon 
to hope, will be, — already is, the conſequence 


of your charitable proviſion for theſe un- 


happy daughters of woe and diſtreſs. I 
doubt not, it delights your hearts — for it 
it muſt delight every heart — to behold and 
obſerve the ſtriking contraſt, when you viſit 
the dwelling and the Houſe of God, where 
theſe rejoicing Penitents ſhare the bleſſings 
of your mercy. To behold the decent and 


orderly behaviour of fo many fellow-crea- 


tures, late abandoned to every calamity, who 
of their own free will have ſought this re- 
treat, and thus ſhew their difapprobation 


of Vice, by the —_ method in their 
POWer; 
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power; — to ſee them cloath'd in health 
and neatneſs, who but now were languiſh- 
ing under diſeaſe, and covered with foul- 
neſs and filth ; to hear the tongues ſweetly 
tuning forth the praiſes of the Redeemer, 
which late were hoarſe with oaths, and 
empoiſoned with laſciviouſneſs ; to hear from 
their mouths earneſt prayers and joyful 
thankſgivings; to ſee from their eyes the 
flowing tears of penitence and remorſe ; 
and to behold in their hands the inſtru- 
ments of chearful induſtry and labour; in- 
ſtruments of induſtry in hands, which were 
wantoning in pernicious indolence, and 
impelled perhaps to the extremities of theft. 
To ſee theſe things, muſt convince you of 
the great utility of your deſign, and chear 
you with this comfortable reflection, ** that 
already you reap ſome fruits of your bene- 
ficence.” May thoſe fruits be increaſed ten- 

fold here and hereafter | 
Nothing great and good can be carried 
on without ſome oppoſition: nothing great 
and good was ever attempted in any age, 
but malevolence would find fomething to 
object, and Envy, with her jaundiced eyes, 
H 2 would 
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would ſpy out ſomething to caluminate 
and cenſure, But this, ſo far from cooling 
our ardour in honourable purſuits, ſhould 
enkindle and enflame it. And I am per- 
ſuaded, that you, Gentlemen, have too much 
fortitude and true elevation of heart, to be 
moved from any good purpoſe by the 
weak ſounding of calumnious breath, 

In truth, human works are ſo imperfect, 
and the very beſt inſtitutions ſo, liable to 
ſome defects and abuſes, that nothing can 
be attempted or propoſed, wherein ſome 
evil may not probably mix itſelf with much 
good : and whoever ſhould refuſe to enter 
upon any excellent work, till every poſſible 
objection was removed, would hang in the 


heſitancy of doubt all the days of his life, 


and waſte uſeful time and talents in fruit- 
leſs enquiries and empty ſpeculations, We 
muſt adyance to action with all reaſonable 
precaution ; proceed with all imaginable 
activity and care; and obviate with all 
wiſdom and ſagacity every objection, which 
experience may find prejudicial to the pro- 
greſs of the purpoſed inſtitution. | 


The 
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The objections * indeed raiſed againit 
this undertaking have been, and are ſo flight 
and inſignificant, that they deſerve not to 
be mentioned. Its utility and prefent great 
advancement, above all other arguments, 
anſwer every cavil. And whoever are yet 
but ill convinced of its advantage, will be 
far more ſtrikingly, far more feelingly con- 
vinced of it, by a hght of the comely order, 
and decent appearance found in the public 
worſhip, at the Chapel of the Houſe, (where 
many have % their objections, and elt its 
utility) far more than from any thing Icanurge 
on its behalf. Yet, ſurely, if any thing be uſe- 
ful, ifany thing be excellent; if any thing be 
praiſe-worthy; if any thing becomes us as men; 
if any thing becomes us as members of civil 
ſociety; if any thing becomes us as Chri- 
ſtians ; it is, to ſave from utter and in- 
evitable miſery, the ſouls of poor, abandon- 
ed, wretched fellow-Chriſtians, who have 
no other reſource, no other means of relief: 


It is to preſerve from preſent and aflitive- 
HA 3 death, 


* Theſe, however trifling, it hath been 
thought proper not to paſs over entirely; and 
therefore they are obviated in the Preface ; —to 
which the reader is referred, 
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death, the bodies of many young and periſh- 
ing fellow-creatures ;- it is to take from our 
ſtreets the ſhame of - our community, the 
inſtruments of fouleſt pollution, and - moſt 
poiſonous contagion : it is to reſtore to the 
ſtate many uſeleſs members ; and to in- 
troduce to health and to induſtry, to hap- 
pineſs and to heaven, many, who could 
otherwiſe neither ever have been employed, 
nor ever reſtored. 

Let me not doubt then, that all of You 
who hear me this day, will readily and 
chearfully join in the beneficent work, and 
contribute as much as you can towards the 
perfection and ſupport of ſo uſeful a deſign. 
At leaſt, it you mean not to promote, do 
not injure it, and endeavour to prevent its 
ſalutary effects, by futile objections and uſe- 
leſs inſinuations: For as, beyond all con- 
troverſy, the intention of the worthy per- 
ſons who have engaged in it is excellent, 
and deſerving the higheſt applauſe ; as their 
characters are the moſt reſpectable, and, per- 
mit_me to ſay, not only an ornament to 
this noble undertaking, but to this Metro- 
polis alſo, wifich is itſelf an ornament, in 


its public charities eſpecially, to human na- 
| ture, 
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ture, and to Chriſtianity 3. As theſe things 
are ſo, every good and generous heart ſhould 
tenderly conſider their motives, and wiſh 
well to their deſign; and with a candour, 
which is always pleaſing, and will ever 
be acceptable, ſhould. labour to promote, 
far as they may, and think of means to 
further, not of objections to diſcourage, fo 
benevolent an undertaking, 

Were you to behold a poor harmleſs 
animal, fallen into diſtreſs, and ſuffering in 
miſery, and were able to reach out your 
hand, and to help it; there is, I am ſure, 
ſo much compaſſion in the human mind, 
that few could ſuffer themſelves to paſs by 
it unregarding, How much rather then 
ſhould we reach out our hands to the re- 
lief of many of our fellow-creatures, many 
of the ſofter and more defenceleſs ſex, fal- 
len into the pit of extreme diſtreſs, with- 
out any hand to relieve, and with but few 
hearts to compaſſionate ; and, if unrelieved, 
ſpeedily to periſh in the utmoſt miſery, 
and to breathe out from polluted bodies 
more polluted ſouls, into a world of utter 
and everlaſting woe! who then would not 
exert all their efforts to ſave ſuch bodies, 
to 


Bo Sermen before the Preſident, &c. 


to ſnatch ſuch ſouls from horror unſpeak- 
adie? | i 

This, we are / convinced, will be the 
amiable conduct and proceeding of thoſe of 
the SAME SEX, for whom we now plead; 
and who, we are ſatisfied, can never be 
inattentive to the welfare, never unaffected 
by the calamities, of their fellow - crea- 
tures. You who have happily perſevered in 
the pleaſing paths of virtue, can beſt tell 
the comforts ariſing from ſo delightful a 


conduct, and may ealily gueſs the miſeries- 


of a different ſtate. You, who have 
known the fatal pleadings of paſſion, can 
more eaſily pity them, whom thoſe plead. 
ings have ſeduced and deſtroyed. And you, 
who are poſſeſſed of all the ſweetneſſes and 
delicacies of the tender mind, and a hap- 
pier ſtate, can more eaſily gueſs the ex- 
treme miſery which muſt ariſe to a female 
heart, from the foulneſs and horror of pro- 
miſcuous proſtitution ; and will, on theſe 
accounts, be the more ready to reach out 
your pitying hand, and fave from diſtreſs 
beyond the reach of deſcription, many of 
your own ſex, for whom, till this happy 
opportunity, no 'redreſs was provided, 


And 
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And while many of you feel the ſoft | 
yearnings of the mother for the child that 
was ſuckled at her breaſt ; while many of 
you glow with the tender warmth of a 
ſiſter's love and the generous affection of 
a beloved friend and companion; think, 
oh think of thoſe unhappy mothers, who 
lite were weeping over the daughters, dear 
to them as a right eye, and nearer than 
the ſtrings that hold the heart; of thoſe 
ſiſters, thoſe friends, who were lamenting 
over their friends and their ſiſters, loſt, as 
it ſeemed, beyond all poſſibility of hope: 
Oh, think of the joy, which many of them 
now feel, many have lately felt, many, we 
truſt, will hereafter feel, on the recovery 
of the child, of the friend, that was dead, 
that was 1% : And as you wiſh to diffuſe 
ſuch bleſſedneſs, for your beloved offspring's 
ſake, join in the good work, and do all 
you can, to wipe the tears from theſe aged 
and afflicted eyes, and approve yourſelves 
at once compaſſionate to your fellow crea- 
tures, and grateful to your Saviour and your 
God, 

Your concurrence, MY BRETHREN, in 


this heneficent deſign, may reaſonably be 
expected 
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expected to the utmoſt. For generoſity alone 
would not ſuffer Us to be wanting in any 
endeavours for the advantage of that ſex, 
to which life owes ſo much of its ſweet- 
neſs, and felicity: to which we are indebt- 
ed for the greateſt and choiceſt of earthly 
comforts, from the cradle to the grave: 
from whoſe tender and virtuous endearments, 
this world, otherwiſe lonely and afflicting, 
gathers what of ſweetneſs and ſerenity ig 
found in it. | 
Motives of honour too, ſhould certainly 
much influence many, and thoſe more eſ- 
pecially who have been inſtramental in the 
undoing, or means of leading any inte the 
path of deftructive pleaſures, If ſuch re- 
fle at all, the bitter upbraidings of con- 
ſcience will ſoon con vince them, that they 
cannot exert themſelves too much, or tos 
much endeavour to repair the ruin they 
have wrought. For only, in the filent 
hour, when paſſion is huſhed, and reaſon 
will hear, ſuppoſe the wretched unfortunate 
introduced to miſery, to diſeaſe, to death, 
and now about to periſh in extreme diſtreſs; 
ſuppoſe you heard her thus expoſtulating ; 
„See to what thy unbridled paſſion, and 
a „ ſeducing 
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“ ſeducing luſt, hath brought me! Late 
„gay in beauty, and elegant in charms, 
« thy heart was captivated, and every art 
«© was uſed to win, and to deſtroy me. 
“Thou didſt prevail; and I was undone ! 
« and ſoon, unkind and cruel ! thy paſ- 
© ſion ſated, I was abandoned, and left to 
« all the extremity of woe! Now ſee 
« the ſad end of thy triumph! Oh look 
«.upon- me, and ſee what cauſe thou haſt 
to exult | Behold theſe wretched tatters, 
« which ſcarcely cover my diſeaſed limbs: 
«* where are the remains of their former 
« oracefulneſs ? See, my tongue cleaves to 
„the roof of my mouth with hunger and 
„with anguiſh, But, worſt of all, my 
« ſoul is tormented with every ſorrow : 
dire conſciouſneſs of my paſt miſdoings 
% torments. and wracks my heart. Oh ſee 
me, hopeleſs and abandoned ; look and 
{© repent, and amend thy ways! See body 
„and foul in early youth conſigned, the 
© one to a ſevere temporal; the other, — 
*© mercy, mercy ſweet father | — the 
* other to. an eternal death,” 


ad Oh then, as you are men, and if ever 
ng Vu have been ſo unfortunate as to be the 
5 | fatal 
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fatal cauſes of ſuch forrow, now by ſincere 
repentance, labour to obtain the great Re- 
deemer's pardon ; and by a ready affiſtance 
of this Charity, calculated for the relief 
of ſuch deſerted ſufferers, endeavour to make 


the beſt amends you are able for your 


3 

To conclude ; As you are Chriſtians, 
unite in the good deſign : for it is intended 
to promote that work, for which your 
compaſſionate Saviour died, - the Salvation 
of Sinners: and you cannot be Chriſtians, 
if you follow not your maſter's example. 

As you are Parents, whenever you view 
the children of your boſom, the daughters 
like lovely flowers blooming around you; 
conſider how often that very beauty hath 
proved a fatal ſnare to its poſſeſſor: Oh 
conſider how much ſeducers throng around, 
whoſe rank paſſions have no law, and 
whoſe barbarous luſts have no mercy : And 
while you are thereby moved to the more 


diligent 


* My meaning in this Paſſage, tho' ſuffici- 
ently plain to the candid reader, will be juſtified 
even to thoſe of a different Character, if they 
will take the trouble to refer to Luke xix. 8. 
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diligent implantation of every virtue- in the 
minds of your own children, let generous 
ſympathy touch your hearts; and join to 
wipe the tear from the 'aged father's eye ; 
to prevent the hoary head from going down 
to the grave in ſorrow, by liberally aid- 
ing this charity; which ſo many fathers 
may have cauſe to bleſs, and which, I am 
pleaſed to be able to obſerve to you, hath 
already been the happy means to dry ſome 
aged eyes, and to revive ſome languiſhing 
parents* lives. 

As you are members of the civil com- 
munity, and as you wiſh to wipe off any 
diſgrace from the ſtate and policy, unite in 
this laudable undertaking ; which we hope may 
tend, thro? the zeal of good men, and the vigi- 
lance of magiſtrates, in due ſeaſon, to waſh 
away that nuiſance of our times, the pollution 
of our ſtreets : in which, ſurely, and in every 
undertaking that may tend to remove it, we 
ſhould join hand and heart, if we wiſh to 
preſerve in innocence and virtue our chil- 
dern, our ſervants, our dependants of what. 
ſoever ſort; if we wiſh to prevent unſpeak- 
able diſtreſs, and the moſt cruel injury, 


which too often the virtuous and guiltleſs 
I have 


' 


| 
: 
: 
| 
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have found, frem the dire contagion of this 
promiſcuous defilement. | 
And fince, bleſſed be God, amidſt the 
many evils too juſtly complained of, and the 
many depravities too notoriouſly reigning, 
benevolence and charity ſeem yet not to 
be wanting amongſt us; let us endeavour 
to promote theſe excellent virtues, as much 
as we may, upon the foundation of Chriſt's 
bleſſed goſpel, and in imitation of his com- 
paſſionate and heavenly temper. And while, 
with ſincere hearts, each in our genera- 
tion ſtudies to advance the good of man- 
kind; let us always keep in view that great, 
that important hour, when every thing 
ere below ſhall diflolve and vaniſh from 
our fight; and we ourſelves ſhall ſtand at 
that aweful jugdment-ſcat, where every ex- 
ternal accommodation will be removed ; 
where no regard will be had to place, or 
to rank; but they only ſhine with moſt 
diſtinguiſhed favour and happineſs, who 
have moſt diſtinguiſhed themſelyes in this 
ſhort ſtate of trial, by works of benevo- 
lence, humanity, and compaſſion, ſpring- 
ing from an unfeigned affiance on the all- 
complete and meritorious ſacrifice of an in- 


carnate GOD. To 
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To whoſe praiſe may we all live here 
below ; for whoſe ſake may we be zealous 
in this, and in every other good work ; and 
for whole merits may we all finally hear 
the applauding ſentence, 


Is As Mocu As YE DID IT UNTO 
THE LEAST OF THESF, MY BRETHREN, 
YE DID IT UNIO ME. 


Come, YE BLESSED OF MY FATHER | 
RECEIVE THE KINGDOM PREPARED FOR 
YOU FROM THE BEGINNING OF THR 
woRLD | | 


I 2 -& 


4.» © - = - . . x - = 1 


A 


SE R M © N. 


Preached at the 


MAGDALEWM - HOUSE, 
BEFORE 


His Royal Highneſs Prince EDWARD. 


By WILLIAM DODD, M. A. 


Publihed at the Command of His Roy ax 
Hienkzss. 


2 


EDIT Ie n. 


— — — — — — 4 — 
— — r 


r ——— ⁵²— ————— — — A oo 


„ r 
——— — 


\ * 
FO: nad wo 
* : ly 2 * 


Hrs Ro TAL Hictwtss | 
Prince EDward AUGUSTUS, 


Do xz of YORK, Ge, 


ud ie pleaſe your "_ Highneſs 


RaciovsLy to accept the follow- 
ing diſcourſe ; which owes its 


publication ſolely to your Highneſs's 
command. To diſobey this would ill 
become me ; otherwiſe, my former en- 
deavours on this ſubject, might well 
have pleaded my exemption from an- 
other attempt: in which, ſimilarity of 
ſentiment, in various particulars, muſt 
be ſuppoſed to prevail; and will need 
much candid acceptation as well from 
your Royal Highneſs, as from the 
public. | 
We congratulate ourſelves on \ the 


favourable opinion. your Royal High- 
neſs 
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neſt Was pleaſed to expreſs. of our cha- 
rity : where ſo many young, helpleſs, 
and truly pitiable objects muſt ſurely 
move compaſſion in every humane 


breaſt, We are ſenſible of the honour 


done us by your Royal Highneſs's pre- 
ſence ; and eſpecially by that conde- 
ſcending, yet princely, behaviour, which 
cannot fail to engage all hearts. Nor 
could We expect leſs from the Soy 
of a PriNncess, whoſe amiable conduct 
hath juſtly rendered her the univerſal 
object of Britiſh efteem ; From the 


Brotnes of a Prince, whoſe fhining 


example and diſtinguiſhed humanity 


give him a placein every Engliſhman's 


affeQion: and of whom we might ſay 
the higheſt things, without the leaſt 
fuſpicion of flattery, as we hope the 
greateſt things, without the leaſt ap- 


prehenſion of diſappointment. | 
We flatter ourſelves, that your High- 


neſs s kind repreſentation of the happy 
aſs of ſo — of our gracious Sove- 
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retgn's people, reſtored from the moſt 
conſummate diſtreſs, from idleneſs, vice, 
and early ruin, to induſtry, virtue, and 
life, will diffuſe a pleaſure through your 
Royal Family, but eſpecially through 
our beloved Monarch's breaſt, anxious 
as He is, we know, for the preſerva- 
tion of his people; and will gain his 
approbation to ſo benevolent a deſign, 
A deſign, allow me, Six, with plea- 
ſure to remark, conducted by Gentle» 
men, perfectly convinced of the hap- 
pineſs of the preſent glorious Eſtabliſh- 
ment ; and honoured, peculiarly, by the 
Preſidency of one, whoſe valuable and 
excellent qualities, ſa well known to 
your Royal Highneſs, it would be im- 
pertinent in me to mention. As on every 
other account we think ourſelves happy 
in Lord HER TrOR D's attachment; ſo par- 
ticularly, for that he was pleaſed to in- 
troduce your Royal Highneſs amongſt us. 
EDWARD isa renown'd and a fa- 
vourite name in Britiſh ſtory ; no leſs 


fam's 
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/ 
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fam'd for martial than for munificent 
virtue: That your Royal Highneſs may, 
under the conſtant guidance of Heaven, 
nobly unite, in yourſelf, both theſe 
characters, and advance into aktion, 
amidſt the concurrence of every fa- 
vourable circumſtance ; and that under 
| the continued protection of your illuſ- 
| trious Houſe, our land may long enjoy 
its preſent great felicities, is the ſin- 
cere wiſh and moſt ardent prayer of 


SI X, 


Your Royal Highneſe's N i 


moſt devoted. and 


Fan. 31, 1760. | a 
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WILLIAM Dopp, 
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A 


SERMON, &c. 


Se. LUKE Xix. 10. 


Fox THE. SON OF MAN 18 COME TO 
SEEK AND TO SAVE THAT WHICH WAS 
LosT. | 


F HE reaſonableneſs of its precepts, and 
the great agreement of its Doctrine 
to the neceſſities of mankind, are clear evi- 
dences of the Truth of Chriſtianity, and 
ſatisfactory proofs that it comes from the 
Father of Wiſdom, and the God of all 
Mercy. Let every religion, which pretends 
to divine revelation, be examined in this 
view; the Heathen, or Mahometan, or hat- 
ever other oppoſite perſuaſion; and they 
will be found wanting; offenſive to the beſt 
reaſon, and inadequate to the moſt preſſing 
exigency of human nature; — That I mean, 
X 4 of 
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of pardon and reconciliation with an of. 
fended Deity ; of forgiveneſs and peace to 
the wounded conſcience ; of aſſured grace 
and favour to the repenting and returning 
Sinner. 8 

This was a diſcovery, a glorious and 
heavenly - manifeſtation reſerved for, and 
truly worthy of that Son of God, and Sa- 
viour of, the world, who came to ſeek and 
fo ſave that which was lt; who came to 
raiſe the Penitent from the gloom of de- 
ſpair to the light of enlivening dope; who 
came to reſcue Sinners from the bondage 
of ſin; at once to ſet them free from the 
anguiſh of a wounded conſcience, and to 
direct their feet under the guidance of gra- 
titude and grace, into the happy paths of 
Obedience and Virtue, 

We will briefly conſider the Chriſtian 
Religion, in reference to its great deſign ; 
and then ſhew, how much comfort may 
be derived from hence, to. YOU eſpecially, 
who have ſought the ſhelter of this hoſ- 
pitable dwelling ; which, like Heaven, 
opens its friendly doors for the reception of 
afflicted and returning Penitence and which, 
of conſequence, well. deſerves that regard 

and 
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and protection which it finds, and, we 
truſt, will continue to find, from the moſt 
virtuous and the moſt noble: from ſouls 
moſt enlarged by religion, from hearts moſt 
tenderly influenced by humanity. 

I. With an eye then to this good un- 
dertaking, let us conſider the great and 
leading principle in the revelation of Chriſt : 
which is amply diſcovered to us by our 
Saviour, in the words of the Text, who 
certainly beſt knew himſelf the intent of 
his coming into the world ;—And He came, 
he aſſures us, to ſeek and to ſave that which 
was loft ; to recover and reſtore loft finners : 
and to admit them to grace and pardon, 
on their true repentance, and return to God. 
His revelation therefore is founded upon, 
and neceſſarily ſuppoſes, the depravity of 
nature, and the irregularity of practice; as 
it is Immediately calculated to remedy the 
former, and to provide a ſufficient atone- 
ment for the latter. Look upon it, in any 
other view, and it becomes a thorough 
contradiction. | 

For were human nature perfect; and 
were it poſſible to pay an unerring obedi- 
ence to the law of conſummate righteouſ- 

1 K neſs: 
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neſs: did virtue continually attend our ſteps; 
uprightneſs and integrity ever wait upon 
our doings : did no vices defile, no guilt 
alarm, no tranſgreſſions bear - teſtimony 
againſt us; there would be no room for 
penitence or pardon : we could never want 
the grace of forgiveneſs, as unconfcious 
of offence; and might, with ſome ſhew of 
juſtice, demand the Deity's attention, and 
lay claim to the rewards of his kingdom, 
The religion of Chriſt upon this view, 
would be vain and inefficacious : and the 
names of Saviour, Redeemer, and Reſtorer, 
would be ſounds without meaning, and 
words without ſenſe. 

But in truth, This hath never been the 
caſe with mankind ; Ever ſince the fall of 
our firſt parents, time and corruption, de- 
pravity and offence have gone on hand in 
hand : and the hiſtory of every period fully 
ſatishes us, that human nature hath been 
in every period, the fame; ever alike prone 
to ſin, ever alike tainted with guilt : every 
imagination of the thoughts of man's heart 
(in the language of the ſacred volumes, of 
man's Heart, when not reſtrained by the 
grace of God) hath been only evil continually. 

And 
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And tho' the preference hath in every re- 
ſpect been given to virtue; tho' Philoſo- 
phers have taught; tho' \education from 
infancy hath exerted its power; nay, tho” 
the Moſt High hath revealed his holy will, 
under the moſt tremendous ſanctions ; yet 
the malady hath ſtill remained unremoved : 
and to this day we too feelingly lament 
the prevalence of paſſions, and the dege- 
neracy of our nature, 

The wiſdom of philoſophy, tho' con- 
ſcious of the evil, could neither aſſert the 
true cauſe, nor aſſign the adequate remedy. 
Virtue, they allowed, they conſtantly main- 
tained, was infinitely preferable to vice, 
was the only road to true happineſs here; 
was that alone which could recommend 
to God, if indeed there was a God, 
who regarded human affairs. But ſilent 
was their voice, and unavailing their know- 
ledge, when the heart oppreſſed with 
guilt ſought to them for relief: when er- 
ring virtue, burden'd in conſcience, and 
delirous of comfort, applied for eaſe to the 
one, and ſolid grounds for the other. They 
could neither aſſure ſuch of pardon for paſt 
offences; nor by any means enable them 
to walk blameleſs for the future. Fluctuat- 
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ing in doubt themſelves, they left others 
equally fluCtuating ; and the beſt hopes 
they could dare to entertain, aroſe from 
ſome uncertain and dark expectations of a 
mercy, whereto they were ſtrangers : even 

doubting whether ſuch mercy exiſted at all; 
or if it exiſted, on what foundation they 
could preſume to expect it. 

To remove this uneaſy ſolicitude; to 
relieve theſe urging neceſſities ; and to make 
the fulleſt and plaineſt diſcovery of divine 
mercy, reconciliation, and peace; The Son 
of God aſſumed human nature, and enter. 
ed upon his bleſſed miniſtry ; the grand 
intent of which, was early difcovered to 
Joſeph, by the angel, who informed him, 
Thou ſhalt call his name FESUS : for he ſhall 
fave his people from their finns, Accordingly, 
that Prince of Peace no fooner made his 
public appearance, than Pardon and Life 


were offered from his gractous lips to Peni- 


tence and Faith. The burdened ſoul, the heart 
oppreſs'd, the ſtricken conſcience fought him; 
—and he removed the burden, gave them com- 
fort, gave them reſt. Come unto me, all ye that 
travel, and are heavy-laden, was his royal 
and acceptable proclamation, That he 

came 
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came to ſeek and to ſave thoſe who were 
loſt; loſt to their God, loſt to themſelves, 
loſt to future bleſſedneſs; that he came not 
to call the righteous, but ſinners to repentance; 
that he came to ſearch for and reſtore the 
wandering ſheep to the fold; to embrace 
with fatherly compaſhon the returning 
prodigal ; that his grand buſineſs was the 
ranſom of Mankind, the reſcue of Sinners, 
the redemption of Tranſgreſſors, he con- 
tinually witneſſed by every word, and by 
every action. But above all, he gave teſ- 
timony to the great, the conſolatory truth, 
when, good and tender ſhepherd ! he laid 
down his life for his ſheep ; when, as the 
prophet 1ſaiah finely expreſſes it, he was 
wounded for our tranſgreſſions 3 when the chaſ- 
tiſement of our peace was upon him; when 
he was oppreſſed, and was affiifted ; when he 
poured out his foul unto death; and the Lord 
laid on him the iniquity of us all *, | 
Under this gracious diſpenſation, we have 
no longer any cauſe of doubt, diſtreſs, or 
deſpair : no longer, as in the heathen world, 
nced we wander in the wretched wild of 
perplexing uncertainty z oppreſſed with the 
K 3 con- 
See the whole 53d Chapter. 
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confciouſneſs of guilt, which we fear can 
obtain no pardon, or unacquainted where. 
with to come before the Lord, or what 
ſacriſice to offer as an atonement for the 
fin of our ſouls. Happy for us, tho! our 
guilt be complicated, and our offences nu- 
merous, we may be. aſſur'd of forgiveneſs, 
thro' His fafficient merits, wholived, whodied, 
who roſe again to ſave us. Wheſoever cometh 
to im, he hath himſelf declared, he ill in 
no wife. eaſt out: he never rejects the peti- 
tion of the contrite and the humble : with 
Him, real penitence and prayer never yet 
fued in vain : None ever truſted in him, and 
was confounded : nor did he ever defpiſe any 
that called upon him ®. 

And to perfect his heavenly purpoſe, 
not only pardon is frely beſtowed upon 
the penitent, but grace is given to aſſiſt, 
and the ſpirit of his love never withheld 
from thoſe, who wiſh, by future obedience, 
to win his regard, and to witneſs their 
fincere ſenſe of their former miſery, and 
preſent happinefs. For we muſt never fail 
to remark, at all times, in teſtimony of 
the complete wiſdom and excellence of the 
Chriſ- 


Eceleſ. ii. 10. 
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Chriſtian diſpenſation, that tho' it holds 
out to the penitent believer the moſt ſub- 
ſtantial conſolation, in full and free for- 
giveneſs; yet that forgiveneſs is ever ſuſ- 
pended on the condition ef future grati- 
tude and obedience : a defieiency in which, 
will infallibly cancel all former grants af 
mercy. And thus, while with the moſt 
beautiful propriety, it affords the wiſhed, 
the only valuable, relief to the repenting 
ſinner ; it yet adminiſters not the Teaſt en- 
couragement to fin itſelf ;—thundering out 
its threats to the preſumptuous offender ; 
ſweetly tendering its divineſt comforts to 
the contrite and ſelf-abaſed Chriſtian, This 
was a point, which human wiſdom, and 
the ſchools of antient ſcience could never 
arrive at: they knew no means to fave the 
guilty, yet condemn the guilt': they knew 
no method to preſerve at once the honour 
of the Mercy and of the Juſtice of the fu- 
preme Ruler of mankind *. 


Thus 
* Dr. Young, in his Night -Thopghts, has 


finely enlarged on this topic: 


O'er guilt (how mountainous!) with out-firetch'd 
arms, 


Stern Juice, and ſoft ſmiling love embrace, 
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Thus we ſee the religion of Chriſt is 
completely calculated to anſwer the wants 
of imperfect mortals; to relieve the ſoul 
from the preſſure of conſcious offence ; to 
wipe the tears from the eye of drooping 
penitence ; to awaken the beſt, arid high- 


eſt hopes in the ſoul ; and to lead from 
diſtreſs, 


Supporting in full majeſty thy throne, 
When ſeem'd its majeſty to need ſupport, 
Or that, or man, inevitably loſt, 
What, but the fathomleſs of thought divine, 
Cou'd labour ſuch expedient from deſpair, 
And reſcue both? both reſcue ! both exalt! 
O how are both exalted by the deed / 
The wond'rous deed !—or ſhall I call it more ? 
A wonder in omnipotence itſelf ! 
A myſtery, no leſs to gods than men ! 

Not thus our infidels th* Eternal draw, 
A God all o'er, conſummate, abſolute, 
Full-orb'd, in his whole round of rays complete: 
They ſet at odds heaven's jarring attributes, 
Aad with one excellence another wound : 
Maim heaven's perfection, break its equal 

beams ; 

Bid mercy triumph over—God himſelf, 
Undeify'd by their opprobrious praiſe : 
A God ALL mercy, is a God unjuſt, 


- 
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diſtreſs, anxiety, and deſpair, to comfort 
and peace; to renewed virtue, gratitude, 
and God. 

IT. Can it fail then to fill Your ſouls 
with the moſt ſenſible joy, when you reflect, 
that all the comforts of this bleſſed religion 
may be yours ? that all the felicities it pro- 
poſeth are now within the reach of your 
future good endeavours? that, led by real 
penitence and faith, to your Saviour and 
your hope, preſent pardon undoubtedly is 
yours ; future bliſs will be yours, as un- 
doubtedly, if you happily preſevere in the 
good part you have choſen! And we will 


not be backward to believe, but that the 
fame right inclinations which induced you 


to ſeek this peaceful haven, from the ſtorm 
and tempeſt of vice and the world, will, 
thro* Grace, continue to influence your 
conduct ; * and to preſerve you ſtedfaſt in 

thoſe 


It is but diſcharging a debt juſtly due to the 
good conduct of the women in general, to inform 
the public, that there appears amongſt them every 
ſign of real penitence, which could have been ex- 
pected : of many, we could ſpeak with the higheſt 

Cam- 
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thoſe reſolutions, which we doubt not you 
will uſe all proper means to ſtrengthen ; 
and for which all proper means are in this 
place provided you. 

For, only reflect, had not the mercy of 
God brought you to this manſion, had not 
his gracious goodneſs provided a reception 
and an aſylum for you here; whither muſt 
you have fled, and what reſource could you 
have found from your preſiing diſtreſs ? Loſt 
to Virtue, of conſequence you were loſt 
to reputation; the moſt humane and bene- 


ficent could only behold and commiſerate ; 
they 


commendation ; and when the circumſtances of 
ſome are conſidered, who have unhappily never 
had the advantages of education it will be rather 
marvellous, that they demean themſelves ſo well, 
and improve ſo much, than that they ſhould be- 
have otherwiſe. The judicious and humane, re- 
flecting upon themſelves, and upon human frailty, 
will never too ſuddenly expect perſedtion in any: 
and till we are perſect ourſelves, under ſuperior ad- 
vantages, let us not be too haſty in condemning 
others for the want of it, under advantages 
greatly inferior. For proofs of propriety cf 
ſentiment, 1 refer, as upon a former occaſion, 
to the manuſcript papers in the hands of Mr, 
Dingley. 
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they had no power to relieve. Loſt to Vir- 
tue, you were loſt to your friends, even 
to your beſt and neareſt friends; even 
to the beloved parents, whoſe delight you 
once were ; who, with tender and fleepleſs 
anxiety, watched over your infant wants ; 
who, perhaps, with daily toil, ſoftened by 
the endearments of parental affection, la- 
boured to ſupply your growing neceſſities; 
and who hung with pleaſure, with an- 
xious, bleeding pleaſure, over the child of 
their comfort ;—little then, oh little ſuſ- 
pected the ſad ſource of their future mi- 
ſery ! Loſt to Virtue, you were loſt to 
yourſelves ;—worſt loſs of all ! loſt to re- 
flection, and the knowledge of your fear- 
ful danger : loſt to your God, and tread- 
ing, with careleſs terror, on the alarming 
precipice of utter ruin, and ſpeedy death /! 
And that death, — introduction to one eternal, 
irremediable, that dreadful death muſt in- 
evitably have been your lot ! For where 
could you have fled to eſcape it? Who 
would have poured the balm of Chriſtian 
mercy into your bleeding conſciences, and 
raiſed you to the hope of pardon and of 
life? Nay, how could thoſe conſciences, 
| amidſt 
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amidſt the defilements of ſin, have admit. 
ed it? Whither could you have fled from 
anguiſh, and from woe unutterable ; cut 
off in the very bloſſom of your ſins ? early 
_ ſacrifices, young and unpitied offerings 
to the remorſeleſs grave ? And had your 
ſorrows ended here, your fate had been 


leſs to be deplored : but alas ! this had been 


but the beginning of ſorrows +. 

*Tis too affecting the review: I urge 
no more : Only let your converſatian be as 
becometh this great redemption : only 
labour to ſhew yourſelves ſenſible of the 
exquiſite bleſſings vouchſafed you: of that 
unſpeakable goodneſs of God, which hath 
reached out the kind hand of preſeryation, 
and received you from the impending de- 
ſtruction ; the goodneſs of that God, who 
is full of compaſſion and mercy, long- ſuffering 
and very pitiful ; who forgiveth ſins, and 
ſaveth in time of afflictiun. Here, ſaved 

from 


* For this point, I refer to the Sermon before 
the ernte c. Page 14. vo. 


+ For more on this head, I refer to what! 
have ſaid in the * Advice to the Magdalens, at the 
concluſion. 
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from the threatenting ſtorm, you may look 
back and contemplate your danger, the 
more to inſpire you with gratitude and 
praiſe. And while in ſincere contrition, 
you lament your paſt miſconduct; remem- 
ber, to elevate your hopes, that free mer- 
cy and forgiveneſs await you, through His 
divine merits, who came to ſeek and to ſave 
that which was loſt. Happy in the Senſe 
of which, you will think no time too long, 
no endeavours too ſevere, to teſtify the 
grateful fenſe you have of theſe bleſſings, to 
ſhew the ſincerity of your repentance and 
faith : All you can do will ſeem mean and 
poor, in compariſon of the good things you 
have received. But all you can do, muſt 
be exerted: and your beſt endeavours, how- 
ever frail, will be graciouſly accepted by 
the Lord whom you ſerve: the kindneſs 
ot your noble and generous friends and 
benefactors will thus be ſecured; nay, and 
perhaps you may thus ſerve to keep alive 
the laſt lingerings of ſome aged parent's 
breath; to gain from their pale and trem- 
bling lips the bleſſing you have forfeited, 
but muſt rejoice to obtain: filled with the 

L higheſt 
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higheſt ſatisfaction, while you enable them 
to ſay, © Lord, it is enough: Let thy 
ſervant now depart in peace : my unhappy, 
but beloved child, is recovered and reſtor- 
ed : Lord it is enough, that I have thus 
ſeen her before I die *.“ 

III. Were it only (right noble and il- 
luſtrious hearers) to relieve the diſtreſs, and 
remove the anguiſh of one ſuch parent, T 
perſuade myſelf, you would think the pre- 
ſent deſign moſt worthy your attention : 
and it is with pleaſure we can obſerve, that 
this is no imaginary ſuppoſition +. No 
heart can be unconſcious of, or unaffected 
by the tenderneſs of parental regard ; nor 
can any earthly affliction be ſuppoſed, 
ſuperior to that which wounds the af- 
fectionate parent's heart, thro' the of- 
fence and ruin of a beloved and unhappy 
child. By reſtoring them, and recover- 
ing ſuch childern, the moſt noble and 


commendable of human affections, the pa- 
rental 


* See Gen. xiv. 28. 


+ Scveral parents have already been reconcil- 
ed to their children: one, in particular, at an af- - 
fecting meeting, made uſe of nearly the ſame 


words with thoſe above. 
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rental, is comforted and relieved: and not 
only the child, but the parent too, ſhares 
in the generous mercy. 1 
But not in this view only, under what- 1 
ever circumſtances we conſider it, every lau- | 
dable motive, every ſentiment of religion, of 
virtue, of humanity, pathetically pleads for this 
undertaking ; and we are ſatisfied will not 
noto plead in vain. From the ſurvey we have 
taken of the grand deſign of Chriſtianity, 
and the benevolent purpoſe of the Son of 
God in coming among us, to ſeek and to 
ſave that which was loſt, we have ſeen abun- 
dantly, how conformable the preſent in- 
ſtitution is to that deſign : founded as it 
is upon the ſame godlike principle of ſeek- 
ing and ſaving thoſe who were loſt; who 
muſt otherwiſe (it is more than probable) 
have been loſt for ever: loſt in the very 
beginning of life; loft in the bitterneſs of 
diſtreſs. For what greater diſtreſs can even 
imagination fancy, than that of a wretched 
female, plunged, by one falſe ſtep, perhaps, 
into irretrievable ſuffering : deſpoiled by ſick- 
neſs, by ſorrow, and by ſhame, of all that 
lovelineſs, which, poſſibly, had been the 
fatal cauſe of her undoing ; and finking 
L 2 into 
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into everlaſting miſery, amidſt want, and 
cold, and nakedneſs; deſerted by every friend; 
deprived of every conſolation; and unable 
to ſupport at once — for, alas! who can 
jupport? — the inſufferable load of an a- 
gonizing body, and a condemning conſci- 
ence ! 

If Rome decreed a Civie crown, and 
public honours to him, who ſaved the life 
of a ſingle citizen; of what honours may 
not they be thought worthy, who ſhall 
conduce not only to fave ſo many lives, 
to their country *; but alſo to reſcue 

ſouls, 


* In this ſingle view, independant of their 
parents, families, and their own eternal ſalvation, 
— that the preſent deſign takes out of the public 
ſtreets, ſo many objects, who are the peſt and the 
reproach of the metropolis, who exiſt by making a 
prey of the thoughtleſs, and unwary, the maudlin 
huſband, and the unguarded apprentice ; and that 
it renders them happy, healthy, uſeful members 
of the ſociety ;—Surely in this ſingle view, it merits 
every commendation, © But, ſay ſome, the ſtreets 
are not leſs peſtered now, than before this inſtitu- 
tion.” This, we are informed, is not quite true, 
and we apprehend it cannot be true: The diminu- 

tion 
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ſouls, the ſouls of many fellow-creatures 
and fellow-Chriftians, from death zverlaft- 
ing? If any thing be praiſe-worthy, ſuch 
benevolence hath the juſteſt claim to that 

L 3 praiſe; 


tian of fo many women as are now in the Magda - 
len Houſe, cannot fail to be perceived, in ſome 
quarters of the town at leaſt: and miſchief is indiſ- 
putably prevented; as they muſt have been em- 
ployed in their dire trade, had they not been ſhel. 
tered there; tho' alas, poor wretches ! any of 
them had certainly been no longer nuiſances in 
this world. But ſuppoſing this fact true, we ob- 
ſerve, that it reflects not at all upon the charity, 
nor the worthy ſupporters of it; who have not the 


immediate power to cleanſe the ſtreets. They 


ſhould look to that, whom it directly concerns; 
and we have good hope they will do ſo: exerting. 
all their influence, — which ſurely every well- 
wiſher to Society ſhould exert, to expel this 
ſcandalous defilement from the grand and moſt 
public ſtreets of our city. A defilement, we re- 
mark, with ſome concern, not found in any other 
civilized city upon earth, And, pleaſed as we are- 
to conceive our own one of the moſt civiliæed, and 
the moſt Chriſtian, how can we ſuffer ſuch @ re- 


proach to diſgrace at once our Police, and our 
Chriſtianity ? 
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praiſe ; aſſuredly, it is moſt becoming the 
Chriſtian character, moſt becoming the no- 
bleſt virtue, the beſt and moſt generous 
humanity : For, ſhall we ſuffer ſuch mi- 
ſerable unfortunates to periſh unpitied, nor 
attend to the cries of thoſe, who, in the 
moſt exquiſite calamity, call aloud for our 
relief; the cries of that ſofter “ and more 
helpleſs ſex, who ſeem peculiarly to claim 
their protection, to whoſe comforts in life 
they ſo eminently adminiſter ; the affecting 
cries of thoſe, who have no other means 
of redreſs, who have no other power of 
return ;—ſhall we ſuffer them to periſh, 
caſt off, abhorred, and neglected by all; 
and, ſtecled to pity by their faults, not be 
melted by their miſery and diſtreſs ? 
And yet, perhaps, for their faults, ( to 
ſoften the rigour of obdurate Virtue; tho”, 
indeed, 
* We hope the poet's remark will be verified 
in reſpect to theſe poor creatures. 


When women ſue, 


Men give like Gods : but when they weep and 
kneel, 


All their petitions are as truly theirs, 
As they themſelves would owe them. 


See the Beauties of Shake/prar, vol. 1. p. 41. 
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indeed, true virtue leſs requires to be ſof- 
tened: the moſt virtuous are always the 
moſt compaſſionate: yet) perhaps, to ex- 
tenuate their faults, much they might 
have to plead: nay, much they have to 
plead ;—the complicated arts of ſeducers; 
the treachery of perfidious friends; the 
ſoftneſſes and infirmities of our common 
nature: Some, the early loſs of parents; 
others, the deficiency of religious principleo 
and ſerious education; and many, too too 
many, the reſiſtleſs calls of hunger and of 
thirſt! One falſe ſtep too, they might urge, 
plunged them in a ſea of difficulty; barred 
up every avenue of return; * and left 


them 


* It is a fact, which hath undeniably been 
proved ſince the eſtabliſhment of the Magdalen 
Houſe, (tho? indeed, I believe, rarely denied) that 
far the greater part of theſe miſerable women 
have both been introduced by others into a ſtate of 
proſtitution ; and have been unavoidably detain- 
ed in that courſe of life, ſhocking to themſelves, 
ſome by debt, ſome by downright deſpair, ſome 
merely to ſupply their bodily neceſſities, and ſome 
by the abſolute impoſſibility of procuring a recep- 
tion from their diſtreſs, and the means of honeſt 
lupport, 
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them a ſad prey to inevitable ruin: while 
the ſource of their miſery felt neither re- 
morſe for their ſeduction, nor found a ſingle 
ftain on his reputation , though, theirs 
unhappily blaſted, every eye beheld them 
with ſcorn . O let them then, for honour 


and 


* It is ſaid, that a law formerly prevailed in 
Tuſcany, in order to prevent robberies, that in caſe 
a man ſhould ſuffer himſelf to be robbed by a 
fingle man, ( unleſs, we preſume, by ſurprize, or 
manifeſtly ſuperior ſtrength) the perſon robbed 
ſhould him/elf ſuffer the ignominious puniſhment 
due to a robber. However hard and barbarous 
this cuſtom may appear, there 1s a ſimilar one, but 
in a higher degree, which now prevails in one of 
the moſt civilized nations in the known world. 
Where a man has the privilege of arming himſelf 
at all points; may uſe every ſtratagem and arti- 
fice, nay, and even engage others to aſſiſt him, in 
order to violate the moſt valuable property of an- 
other, however weak and incapable of reſiſtance 
(with this proviſo only, that main ruffian force 
is not abſolutely uſed, tho' this not unfre- 
quently is the caſe) yet the plunderer not 
only eſcapes unjmpeach'd, but dares to make a 
boaſt of his act, and values himſelf upon ruining 


one, whoſe greateſt fault perhaps was only too 
much 
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and for compaſſion's ſake, let them ex- 
perience your beneficent regard ! let them 
have, at leaſt, one chance for life and for 
pardon ! caſt them not utterly away: but 
fave ſuch as are willing to be ſaved, from 
miſery infinitely beyond the power of my 
pen to paint ! reſtore, with the tenderneſs 
and humanity which ſo diſtinguiſheth Bri- 
tain, thoſe who are defirous, (as their ad- 
miſſion into this houſe ſufficiently demon- 
ſtrates, which is at once a pleaſing recom- 
mendation in their favour, and the beſt, 
nay the only proof they can give, of their 
ſincere deſire to recover their loſt character, 
and of their diſapprobation of the ways of 

vice} 


much love for him, and too little ſuſpicion of his 
honour ; while the poor bereft object is perſecuted 
with the utmoſt contempt and miſery; left with- : 0 1 
out any means of ſupporting a wretched exiſtence, 
but by becoming a peſt of Society, a burden to 
herſelf, and an ignominy to her whole family, who 
are neceſſarily involved in her ruin and diſgrace. 4 
Let the reader apply: And then think, in what eſti- 1 
mation thoſe infamous wretches ſhould be held, | 
who live by theſe arts! Nay, can they believe, as 14 
the poet finely remarks, their living is a life, /a 14 
ſtintingly depending ? 


A 
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vice)reſtore thoſe whoare defirous to bereſtor- 
ed; reſtore them to their God, to their parents, 
to their country, to themſelves: that ſo the ble 
ing of thoſe, who are ready to periſh, may come 
pon you, and you may one day hear, Come 
ye bleſſed: I was an hungry, and ye fed me; 
T was naked, and ye cloathed me: I was a 
ſtranger, and ye took me in. 

But I forbear further to preſs the cauſe 
of theſe unhappy ſufferers before the pre- 
ſent audience : ſatisfied of your tender re- 
gard and humane diſpoſition to relieve the 
afflicted, and to raiſe the drooping head of 
miſery and diſtreſs. 

Beſides, the fruits of this good under- 
taking now before your cyes, will be more 
prevailing than any arguments that might 
be urged, and will prove, we doubt not, 
far more perſuaſive. The decent and af- 
fecting view of ſo many fellow-creatures, 
reſcued from the loweſt ebb of ſorrow, and 
from the very brink of ruin everlaſting, 
cannot fail to diffuſe the moſt pleaſing 
ſatisfaction thro' every benevolent breaſt ; 
and a momept's reflection on the” ſtriking 
contraſt between their preſent and their 

paſt 
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paſt ſtate, will not fail to improve that 
ſatisfaction. With devout and chearful 
melody thoſe voices now praiſe their God, 
which late were employed in far different 
exerciſes: earneſt ſupplications and praiſes, 
now happily flow from the lips, which 
were lately prophaned in a contrary ſervice, 

For the garments of ſhame, they are 
cloathed with the robes of decency ; For 
intemperance and defilement they put on 
ſobriety, meekneſs, and virtue : from the 
ſervants of Satan and Sin, they are made 
the ſervants of God and of Holineſs : and 
from heirs of eternal miſery, are become, 
thro' hope, happy candidates for a kingdom 
of eternal glory. | 

Who, but muſt rejoice in the reflection! 
who, that bears a heart, touched at all 
with the tender feelings of humane good- 
will, or influenced at all by the nobler ſen- 
timents of divine and Chriſtian love ; who, 
but muſt wiſh good ſucceſs to ſo benevolent 
a deſign, which may be the means of bring- 
ing numbers from the error of their ways, 
and of turning many from darkneſs and 
death, ts light and to life ? 


Earthly 
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Earthly glories may fade, and the hon« 
ours of time, and the world vill leave us; 
but a ſubſerviency to beneficent attempts 
like theſe, will ever comfort us, will at- 
tend us beyond the grave : theſe are im- 
perial works, and ſuch as will ſurvive the 
proudeſt pillars and moſt ſuperb Mauſole- 
ums; works we are aſſured, which will 
never want your honourable countenance, 


Yet, permit me, ILLUSTRIOUS 
PRINCE, on behalf of this infant cha- 
rity, to requeſt your favourable and gene- 
rous attention in particular, Happy in your 
preſence, it would rejoice in your protec- 
tion: for that protetioa would ſerve to 
dignify the undertaking, already much ho- 
noured, and amply encouraged : and that 
protection would tend to enroll it amidſt 
the diſtinguiſhed bleſſings of the preſent. 
happy era, which ſhines no leſs glorious 
in the gentler arts of peace, than in the 
high atchievements of war ; and in which 
it gives every Briton joy to reflect, that 
while the world around him is in arms, 
he fits ſecure beneath his own vine and 
his own fig-tree; plans, at pleaſing leiſure, 


the milder ſchemes of humanity and bene- 
volence 
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volence ; ſtudious to preſerve life, while 
war is buſy to deſtroy; and under the 
auſpices of a beloved ſovereign, gathers 
the choiceſt ſweets of ſucceſsful union, per- 
fect liberty, and undiſturbed repoſe. 

May the favour of heaven, long con- 
tinue theſe excellent bleſſings to us: may 
it crown our gracious and venerable mo- 
narch with peace, as it hath crowned him 
with glory; and protect his illuſtrious line 
from generation to generation | May works 
of beneficence and humanity abound {till 
more and more amongſt us: and may the 
preſent eſpecially, bud, bloſſom, and bear 
fruit abundantly under the dew of princely 
and right noble favour ! May it prove a 
bleſſing to numberleſs ſouls, in their per- 
fect ſalvation, an advantage to our coun- 
try in the preſervation of many lives, and 
an honour to our holy religion in the 
zeal of its worthy ſupporters! May the 
fouls of thoſe who are reſcued by means 
hereof from ſorrow, ſhame, and death, from 
preſent and eternal miſery, gratefully unite 
in conſtant prayers for every generous in- 
ſtrument in the good work; and may every 

M gene- 


122 Sermon before Prince EDwWaARD. 


generous inſtrument be amply bleſt by the 
Father of mercies with every deſirable 
bleſſing; peace, and true felicity on earth; 
eternal peace and unfading felicity in hea- 
ven, thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord ! Amen, 
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JOB, Chap. xxix. Ver. 11—13: 


Preached at the 


ANNIVERSARY MEETING 
of the 
GOVERNORS 


OF THE 
MAGDALEN CHARITY, 


On TrvssDar, Marc 18, 1762, 


In the Pariſh Church of 
St, GzoRGE, HANOVER - SQUARE : 


By WILLIAM DODD, M. A: 


„The StxrH EDITION. 


At a Special General Court of the Gover- 
nors of the Magdalen Charity, holden 
at Drapers Hall, te 18% Day of 
March, 1762. 


Reſolved, 


HAT the Thanks of this Court 
be returned to the Rev. Mr. Dodd, 
for his excellent Sermon preached this 
Day before the Preſident, Vice-Pre- 
hdents, Treaſurer, and Governors of 
this Charity, at St. George's Church, 
Hanover Square; and that he be de- 


fired to cauſe the ſame to be printed 
and publiſhed, 


By Order of the Court, 


A. WiNTERBOTIOM, Sec. 


TO the Right Honourable. 
The Earl of HERTFORD, Pres1DenT. 


The Right Hon. Lord Romney, 
Sir George Savile, Bart. 


Sir Alexander Grant, Bart. ? Vice-Preſidents, 
Sir Samuel Fludyer, Bart, | 
7 


Lord Mayor, 
Robert Dingley, Eſq; Treaſurer. 

Jaac Akerman, Eſq; Steph. Peter Godin, Eſq; 
John Barker, Eſq; Jonas Hanway, Eſq; 
Jonathan Barnard, Eſq; Philip Milloway, Eſq; 
Mr. John Barnes , George Perrot 0 Eſq; 
Edmund Boehm, Eſq; b George Peters, Eſq : 
Edward Dixon, Eſq; Thomas Prefton, Eq; 
John Dorrien, Eſq; Jobn Thornton, Eſq; 
Thomas Farrer, Eſq; Rob. Cotton T refufis, Eſq; 
Thomas Fletcher, Eſq; George Wombayell, Eſq 3 
Edward Forſter, Eſq; Mr. Charles Wray, 


T. Edw, Freeman, Eſq; 
The Annual CommiTTEE, 


And all the other Worthy Governors and Sub- 
ſcribers to this Excellent and Uſeful Inftitution ; 


THES 


DISCOURSE, 


Preached at their Requeſt. 
And now publiſhed by their Order, 
Is, with all proper Eſteem, 
Dedicated and Inſcribed 
BY 


Weſt Ham, The Au r HoR. 
April 22, 1762. 
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JOB xxix. 11—13. 


WHEN THE EAR HEARD ME, THEN fr 
BLESSED ME; AND WHEN THE EYE SAW ME, 
IT GAVE WITNESS TO ME : BECAUSE I DELI- 
VERED THE POOR THAT CRIED, AND THE 
FATHERLESS, AND HIM THAT HAD NONE 
To HELP HIM. THE BLESSING OF HIM 
THAT WAS READY TO PERISH, CAME UPON 
ME : AND I CAUSED THE WIDOw's HEART 
ro SING FoR Joy. 


OW amiable,how uſeful, how excellent 

is benevolence ! which gives ſplendor 
to the character, and ſerenity to the heart; 
engages the univerſal affection, and adds 
to human nature is greateſt merit and dig- 
nity ! It is the higheſt perfection, not only 
of men, but of angels; nay, it is the dar- 
ling attribute of the Deity himſelf : of the 


almighty and eternal God, who hath tiled 
himſelf Love, and is continually manifeſt- 


ing 
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ing the moſt glorious diſplays thereof, 
through all the various ſyſtems of creation, 

Since we were formed in the image of 
God, it is no wonder that benevolence is 
deeply rooted in the nature of man: ſince 
the Son of God, ſolely actuated by this 
divine principle, humbled himſelf to the in- 


famy and torture of the croſs, it is no 


wonder, that this gracious ſufferer hath 
conſtituted benevolence the ſtandard of all 
excellence, and the ſummit of all moral 
perfection: that benevolence, to which we 
are ſo forcibly influenced by the common 
wants and common weakneſſes of our na- 
ture; and to which we are ſtimulated by 
ſuch irreſiſtible motives of intereſt, of duty, 


and of happineſs. 


The ſubject being conſidered in this view, | 


it can be no ſurpriſe, that the benevolent 
Man immediately acquires the warm appro- 
bation of the community : for who can with- 
hold applauſe from a character which every 
man naturally admires, and every good man 
labours to obtain ? Behold him, ( to col- 
lect a few rays only of his brightneſs, not 
to attempt a draught of his full-orbed luſ- 


tre ) behold him, warmed by the precepts, 
x and 
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and animated by the pattern of his Redeem- 
er; like that Redeemer, glowing with 
the love, and anxious for the welfare of his 
fellow creatures Large is his heart, and 
liberal are his hands : with this he feels, 
he compaſſionates; with thoſe he relieves, 
and comforts, the wants and grievances of 
the children of affliction. No narrow pre- 
judicies, no diſcriminating circumſtances, 
damp the glow of his compaſſion, or in- 
terrupt the current of his beneficence. Even 
wrongs, repeated wrongs, cannot cauſe him 
to withdraw his good-will, or to deny his, 
good offices to the injurious, when wretch- 
ed, and in need of aſſiſtance. He conſi- 
ders not ſo much the merit, as the neceſ- 
fities of the object: human nature and 
diſtreſs, are always ſufficient titles to his 
pity and relief, 

The higher his Station, and the more 
extenſive his influence, the more he ſtu- 
dies to adorn that ſtation, and to employ 
that influence, whether of wealth, wiſdom, 
or power, to the great end of bleſſing 
mankind ; and of diffuſing around the en- 
livening beams of his beneficence ; like the 
| ſun, 


' 
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— 0 
ſun, that inferior miniſter of providence, 


which cheers, invigorates, and ſuſtains the 
ſurrounding world *®, He knows that the 
beſt prerogative of an exalted ſtation, is to 
afford ſhelter to inferiors, who repoſe them- 
ſelves under ſuch cover and protection: he 
knows, that only by doing good, a man 
can truly enjoy the advantages of pre- emi- 
nence. 


Let 


* See Hume's Eſſays, Vol. IV. It is impoſſible 
to read without approbation, Mr. Hzme's Remarks 
on Benevolence in particular; while, at the ſame 
time, the good heart muſt feel a ſenſible concern, 
that a man of ſuch abilities, and ſuch fentiments, 
ſhould ever employ his pen to ſo unworthy and 
pernicious a purpoſe, as the unſettling the great 
principles of that holy and excellent Religion, 
which this writer mu/# know, bears all the marks 
of credibility poſſible, and which is the ever-liv- 
ing ſource of light, from whence he hath kindled 
his taper. An author ſo acute, cannot but becon- 
vinced that he is reaſoning againſt truth, when 
he oppoſes the great principles of Chriſtianity 3 
cannot but perceive, that ſophiſtry guides the pen, 
when he pleads in the perſon of Epicurus, and 


when he attempts to decry the evidence of Mira- 
cles. 
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Let me obſerve too, that the benevolence 
which thus leads to an active concern for 
the univerſal welfare, will naturally incline 
the good man to do all his kind offices in 
the moſt amiable and engaging manner. 


He will reverence the afflicted ; and with © 


ſo much mildneſs and humanity, adminiſter 
his comforts, as ſhall never pain or ſhock 
the generous and ſenſible heart which re- 
ceives them. Nor will he want ſolicita- 
tions to deeds of goodneſs and charity, be- 
cauſe ſuch actions are the delight of his 


ſoul, and the main employment of his life: 


he is in continual ſearch after them, and 
ſtudy- 


cles. Yet, can the man, who ſpeaks ſuch exquiſite 
things on the ſubje& of Benevolence, have a bad 
heart ? I would fain believe not : and do earneſtly 
wiſh, that he would not act as an enemy to ſociety, 
and-to the moſt pure and refined truth ever reveal- 
ed to man : that he would engagein a better cauſe, 
and endeavour to ſet forth in their fine colours, 
and as he is able, the high precepts of the Goſpel. 
For, let him only recolle&, what muſt be his fate 
in a future world, ( and he believes a future world) 
if the Chriſtian Religion prove true ? While the 


Chriſtian, even upon hi, principles, cannot be 


wrong, ſhould his religion prove falſe. 


\ 
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ſtudying every method whereby he may 
render himſelf ſignally beneficial to his 
fellow-creatures.; ſo that by furniſhing him 
with occaſions of utility, you coincide with 
his favourite purſuits, and ſupply him with the 
moſt refined and exquiſite ſatisfactions Nay, 
ſhould his beneficence be miſconſtrued, or 
ungratefully abuſed ; ſhould diſappointment 
and perverſion thwart and counteract his beſt 
deſigns ; yet will he not grow weary, or be 
diſcouraged from the diſcharge of his duty, 
Candid in all his cenſures, and abounding 
ſtill in the mildeſt conſtructions, he will 
perſevere in the path of right : and know- 
ing that ſucceſs doth not always attend 
good deſerts, or good endeavours, he will 
not be too anxious about the attainment ; 
but, ſelf-ſatished in the rectitude of his in- 
tentions, he will leave the event to the 
Great Diſpoſer of all things. 

Well then may we repeat, even from 
this imperfect ſketch, © How amiable, how 
uſeful, how excellent is Benevolence!“ 
Would you ſee it in a clearer exhibition, 
( as light is moſt diſtinguiſhed by ſhade 
Place by the fide of our good man, the 
ſelfiſn, ſordid, low-minded being, whoſe 

grovel- 
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groveling ſoul is ever bent to earth, and 
his own miſerable intereſts; who never 
lifts his louring eye above the ſphere of 
his own advantage; and whoſe actions are 
continually directed by the invariable needle 
of private good: a wretch, who is never 
communicative, but when he expects a 
greater return; wiſhing to draw all to him- 
ſelf, but never willing to diſperſe abroad in 
bleſſings to others; greedy as the ſea, and 
barren as the ſhore | 

From ſuch a contraſt the beneyolent 
character acquires new luſtre: Nor can it 
be an unpleaſing reflection, that amidſt the 
prevalence of ſelfiſhneſs, of diſſipation, and 
of diſregard to ſerious religion, ( too juſtly 
complained of, I fear, in the preſent day) ' 
yet a general philanthropy happily abounds 
through the nation. Private charity diſpen- 
ſes every where her kindly ſuccours. Na- 
tional charity, extended to ſufferers in other 
climes, hath never been wanting; Liſbon, 
in its overthrow, can witneſs the humanity 
of Britain; and even our enemies, to the 
particular honour of the preſent times, 
have baſked in the ſunſhine of our bounty: 
N We 
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We have fed the hungry and cloathed the 
naked, even of thoſe who are deemed our 
natural, and our moſt inveterate adverſaries: 
And public charity rears up her lovely 
head, and triumphs ! There, ſhe ſhews you 
Chriſtian knowledge widely ſpread through- 
out the earth ; and thouſands of children in- 
ſtructed in the principles of evangelical 
truth *. There ſhe ſhews you the deſolate 
and afflited widow, with her orphans round 
her, forgetting awhile the deprivation of 
former comforts, and their ſad down- 
fall from a ſtate of plenty and of peace; 
while the generous hand of pity, by ad- 
miniſtering to their ſupport, is ſupplying 
the loſs of the affectionate huſband, and 
indulgent father. There ſhe ſhews you the 
ſick, the wounded, and the lame, ſmiling 
2midit their anguiſh, and bleſſing the bene- 
volence which affords them ſuch ſeaſonable 
relief. There ſhe ſhews you induſtry and 
honeſt labour ſheltered under the ravage of 
a diſeaſe, whoſe contagion ſhuts it out from 

mercy; 


*The FJocietiesfor propagating and promot- 
ing Chriſtian Knowledge, with which the Cha- 
rity Schools are connected. 
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mercy ; or ſcorning the effort of that diſ- 
eaſe, which heaven -taught art no longer ſuf- 
fers to walk attended with deſolation and 
death *: There ſhe points to the refuge 
of indigent pregnant women, awhile unmind- 
ful of their pangs, and gratefully acknow- 
ledging that goodneſs, which * hath conſul- 


ted their ſecurity and comfort, at the hour 


of ſorrow and extremity. There ſhe pre- 
ſents to your ſight the retreats of phrenſy, 
at lucid intervals thankful in her cells, for 
thoſe kind edrfices, which ſcreen from 
public view the moſt formidable diſguiſes, 
and mortifying abaſements of human na- 
ture. There ſhe ſhews you the chambers 
of deſerted infants, of little out-caſts, and 


unfriended orphans, kindly ſheltered from the 
rude blaſts of infamy, of 1gnorance, of 


ruin; and made inſtrumental to the com- 
merce, the defence, and the domeſtic ne- 


ceſſities of the nation T. And there ſhe 
N 2 ſhews 


* The uſeful Hoſpital for the Small Pox, not 
only relieves thoſe who have it in a natural way, 
but alſo incculates. 


+ The Foundling Hoſpital,the Marine Society;. 


the Aſylum, &c. &c, 


. 
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ſhews you happy PENITENTS exulting in 
the goodneſs of their God; and pouring 
out their tears and thanks to heaven and 
their benefactors, for reſtoring them to all 
things dear and valuable to human crea- 
tures upon earth “. 


Muſt 


*I heartily with, that I was able to enumerate 
amongſt theſe public and amiable works, An 
ASYLUM for the BLIND,” There is no need to 
expatiate on the misfortune of loſs of ſight ; nor 
to hint how painful it is to the humane and feel- 
ing heart, to be ſtruck with the cries of the blind, 
at almoſt every corner of the ſtreets of our metro- 
polis. Would it not be a work of diſtinguiſhed 
humanity, to remove all theſe unhappy objects to 
a proper place; and to employ them in ſuch 
works as they are capable of executing, [there are 


many ſuch works] and to allow them a comfortable 
ſubſiſtence ? 


Jam pleaſed to find, that fince the publication 
of this diſcourſe, many worthy and benevolent 
perſons, have thought and talked of An Aſylum 
for the Blind.” Happy ſhould I be, in ſeeing ſuch 
an inſtitution ; as well as ready, to the utmoſt of 
my ſmall power,, to forward and promote it, by 
uniting with ſuch as are willing to carry the de- 
ſign into execution. 


Art. George's Church, Hanover-Square. 127 


Muſt not, oh muſt not a benevolence 
like this, thus important, large, and uni- 
verſal, which delivers the poor, the fa- 
„ therleſs, and him who hath none to help 
„him; which is eyes to the blind, and 
feet to the lame; which ſaves thoſe who 
were ready to periſh, and cauſes the 
« widow's heart to ſing for joy; - Muſt 
not this make our ears, when they hear 
it, to bleſs; and our eyes when they 
e fee it, to give glad witneſs” to the au- 
thors and promoters of ſuch works of love? 
Can we refuſe them our teſtimony, our 
eſteem, our gratitude? May we not hope: 
that the prevalence of a virtue, ſo eſti- 
mable in the fight of God our Saviour, 
will plead with his goodneſs in behalf of 
our nation, ſo bleſt, ſo eminently favoured. 
by him ? will ſtand in the gap between us. 
and our manifold iniquities ; and ſecure to- 
us, through many generations, thoſe high: 
felicities ſo peculiarly our own ?! 

„O may the goodneſs of God not only: 
* crown our land with every bleſſing; not 
* only pour forth abundantly into every 


© heart. that ſpirit of benevolence, which: 
N 3 «hath 


* 
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e hath already been productive of ſo many 
© laudable undertakings : but may his pro- 
*© vidential care proſper and ſuceed every 
© ſuch undertaking ! May the dew of his 
© mercy fall richly upon every good de- 
« ſign; and cauſe each one of them to 
„ flouriſh abundantly, and bring forth the 
% moſt deſirable fruits; to the encourage- 
&« ment, ſatisfaction, and comfort of the 
4 benevolent, the worthy, and truly honour- 
able promoters of them!“ 

But while we are wiſhing proſperity and 
good luck in the name of the Lord, to 
every benevolent inſtitution, vou will allow 
me to requeſt at preſent your more parti- 
cular attention to that diſtinguiſhed work 
of humanity, for which I am appointed to 
plead, and which ſurely deſeryes a far bet- 
ter advocate. But I am engaged: It will 
therefore avail me little to urge that I am 
preſt involuntarily into this ſervice z which I 
ſhould have rejoiced to have ſeen perform- 
ed by one of abilities, of dignity, of repu- 
tation, far ſuperior to mine: It will avail 
me little to urge, that I have not only 
ſaid from the pulpit, but the preſs, repeat- 

edly 
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edly and again *, all I had to offer on the 
ſubject ; and what arguments can I now 
uſe in behalf of this amiable undertaking ? 
All I can truſt to, is the benevolence of 
your hearts, which your preſence here 
proves, are already intereſted in favour of our 
charity. 

And ſurely, if ever charitable deſign pe- 
culiarly claimed the patronage of the great 
and the good; it is this for which we plead. 
Every chriſtian, every humane, every tender 
and compaſſionate motive unites to recom- 
mend and enforce it. 

Mean and deſpicable is the attempt to 
raiſe the reputation of one work upon the 
ruin of another; or to think of applaud- 
ing this, by depreciating the merit of that 
charity. True benevolence, however it may 
affect one more than another, will yet re- 
joice in all: and though it may not be able 
to lend much help to all, while more im- 
mediately attached to one; yet will it cor- 
dially approve all, and, as far as it can, 


aſſiſt 

* See my Firſt Sermon before thePreſident, 6c, 

1759; That before the Duke of 774 : The Ad- 

vice to the Magdalens: An Account of the Riſe 
and Progreſs of the Magdalen Charity, &c. &c, 
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aſſiſt them; ſhining like a good planet, with: 

a benign influence on all within its ſphere ;; | | 
and by the liberality of its ſentiments at. ' 

. leaſt, will participate of the merit of every f 
1 | good work. I 
1 Theſe, I know, are the generous ideas 


[ 
of the encouragers of our preſent deſign ; | 
whoſe bounty is by no means. confined to 0 
this ſingle. work. of mercy ; but diffuſed, a 
like ſtreams of water, thro' the dry deſart N 


of neceſſity and ſuffering; and communicat- 
ed alſo to many other humane and praiſe- al 
worthy inſtitutions *. It will never there- ” 
fore be judged that we mean to prejudice: ” 
any one of them ; ( God forbid that ſuch 8 
a thought ſhould ever harbour itſelf in my 15 
breaſt!) that we mean to divert the cur- of 
rent of benevolence from other objects of in 
pity, from other labours of love; while for * 
our preſent inſtitution we urge, and will fri 
endeavour to prove, that it is one of the bh 
GREATEST. vai 
* Let me requeſt any perſon to compare the liſt _ 
of the Governofs of the Magdalen Charity, with hig 
that of the ſeveral others enumerated in a former hop 


page; and the recurrence of the fame benevolent 
names will abundantly prove my aſſertion. 
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GREATEST charities in which Men or Chriſ- 
tians can be engaged, 

Now of human works, that muſt be the 
beſt and the moſt perfect, which approaches 
neareſt to the ſtandard of all goodneſs and 
perfection. Muſt not that then be the 
higheſt charity, which moſt reſembles the 
charity of God; of Chriſt ; and of good 
angels? Muſt not that be the higheſt cha- 
rity, which provides not only for the bo- 
dily diſtreſſes of fellow-creatures, but for 
all their ſpiritual wants : which nor only 
reſtores to health, to reputation, to peace 
in this world; but, properly improved, to 
everlaſting health and peace in the future 
world ? Muſt not that be the higheſt cha- 
rity, which not only conſults the happineſs 
of the objects themſelves, but which takes 


in a large and affecting circle,—all the dear 


and tender names of parent, brother, ſiſter, 
friend: and which gives balm and relief 
to the moſt acute and tormenting of all 
pains, — the pain of the affectionate parent's 
wounded heart? Muſt not that be the 
higheſt charity, which gives hope to the 
hopeleſs ; relieves from unutterable diſtreſs 


ſouls 
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ſouls plunged into the very bitterneſs of 
woe ; teaches the tongue to bleſs, which 
before in deſpair even blaſphemed its God, 
and curſed its own exiſtence ; teaches the 
hands to labour, which were wantoning 
in the moſt pernicious idleneſs: and, at 
the ſame time, that it removes obnoxious 
and deſtructive, reſtores uſeful and induſ- 
trious members to the commonyweal ? 

Such is the charity, which we would 
recommend to your favourable ſuccour : It 
cannat want that fuccour; for your hearts 
not only feel the noble touches of bene- 
volence ; but you are defirous to imitate 
the pattern of all perfection; to be like 
your God, and your Saviour; and to ſhare 
the buſineſs and the blefledneſs of angels. 
This you will ſhare, by communicating to 
gur preſent inſtitution ; thus reſtoring ta 
God, to happineſs, and - to hope, loſt and - 
ruined ſinners! And ſinners—let me add, 
further to recommend our inſtitution—who, 
denied the ſhelter of this hoſpitable charity, 
what probability, I might ſay, what poſſ- 
bility have they to avoid the miſeries of 


utter perdition ? No &4enev:lent heart would 
ſurely, 
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ſurely refuſe them one chance, one ſingle 
chance for repentance and life! And this 
is all for which we plead. Nay, certainly, 
not even the moſt rigid virtue could deny 
one chance, one ſingle chance for falyation, 
when able to give that chance to any un- 
happy fellow- creatures; and when morally 
aſſured, that they muſt for ever be loſt 
without it! 

«© But then, ſome may ſay, were it not 
better to unite all our efforts for the pre- 
vention of this evil, which is attended with 
ſuch dreadful conſequences ? ”—Yes, doubt- 
leſs, we reply, if it could be prevented : 
but while human paſſions continue what 
they are, it is much to be feared that no 
efforts can wholly prevent this evil. Cer- 
tainly by the increaſed diligence of the 
magiſtrate, much of the public nuiſance, 
ſo juſtly complained of, and ſo reproachful 
to the police, morals, and religion of our 
metropolis, might be removed *, and it 

is 


* Unqueſtionably theſe miſerable wretches 
1 be prevented from plying ſo ſcandalouſly in 


in 


e great and leading ſtreets of the metropolis: 
unqueſtion- 


% 
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is hoped, will be removed. But while 
human nature remains as it is, men will 
ſeduce, and women will hearken ; and there 
will ever be, as there have ever been, too 
many deluded objects, to move our com- 
miſeration, and to call for our chriſtian 
Concern. 

„But theſe (it may be ſaid again) are 
moſt worthleſs objects; they have brought 
themſelves into theſe evils ; and conſequently 
merit no pity.” Alas! how ſuperficially 
do they reflect upon the charity of God 
2nd of Chriſt; how little upon the nature 
of true benevolence ; who thus object! For 
whom doth God diſpenfe his providential 
bleflings ? upon whom doth his ſun ſhine, 


and his light ariſe ?—only on the juſt ? For 
whom 


unqueſtionably ſo many of the houſes harbour- 
ing, notoriouſly harbouring them, might be 
diſcountenanced: unqueſtionably they might 
be prevented from fitting out, to enſnare, 
in /ome paris of the town, even in the broad 
light of the mid-day ! and all this without any dan- 
ger of leſſening the number of ſuch women to that 
degree, that worſe vices would follow!--as hath been 
the in/muation and pretence of ſome, who perhaps, 
are glad of an excuſe for their neglect of proper 
exertion in this matter. 
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whom did God ſend his only begotten into 
the world? for whom did that only begot- 
ten bleed and die on the croſs ?—only for 
the worthy and deſerving? No: for a world 
of SINNERS ; for ALL oF Us, Whoſe many 
offences have made us obnoxious to the con- 
demnation of God ; and who, - therefore, 
ſhall we ſay, merit no pity ? ” Far dif- 
ferent is the method of our God's gra- 
cious dealings with us! The prodigal ſon 
in the goſpel brought himſelf into a ſtate 
of indigence and miſery ; yet did not his 
father utterly reject him. The adulterous 
woman; the impure Magdalen; the denying 
Peter, all, all of them were in this reſpect 
without excuſe ; their mouths were ſtopped 
before God; guilty and ſelf-condemned, 
they had nothing to plead, Yet did He 
freely forgive them all their treſpaſſes. Nay, 
and all the ſouls, which are, were for- 
feited once; and he, even he who might 
| beſt have taken the advantage, found out 
the remedy *,” | 

Beſides, that benevolence cannot be 
deemed perfect, which diſtinguiſheth only the 


O good 
* See Shakeſpeare's Meaſure for Meaſure. 
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good and deſerving : they not only merit our 
efteem, but demand our aſſiſtance: it is a 
kind of debt due to them. But we then 
ſhew true philanthropy, when not the merit 
alone, but the neceſſities and diſtreſſes of 
objects move us to their relief; when we 
are with-held from diſpenſing our ſeaſonable 
bounty by no narrow and unworthy pre- 
judices: it being fufficient to engage all 
our beſt ſervices, with the good Samaritan, 
that a fellow-traveller, tho* a Jew, ſtands 
in need of the ſuccour which we are able 
to beſtow *. 

Thus much may be urged in behalf of 
the objects of our preſent concern, upon 
the ſuppoſition of their utter unworthineſs, 

One would however imagine, that no 
human beings could be precipitate in their 

cenſures, 

Let it here be obſerved, that there can be but 


two reaſons ſor puniſhing, or for permitting perſons 
to continue in a ſtate of ſuffering ; namely, for ex- 
ample or reformation. When theſe ends are anſwered, 
it is as barbarous as it is uſeleſs, to puniſh : it is 
abſolutely inhuman not to relieve the ſufferer. 
When, therefora, unhappy women are defirous to 
reform and amend ; what can juſtify our conduct, 
if we refuſe them the means? 
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cenſures, or haſty in their condemnation of 
ſellow- creatures, miſled by a paſſion, which. 
however fatal and dangerous, when unmor- 
tified and unſubdued, is yet, for wiſe and 
good ends, interwoven in the frame of our 
nature; and from ſome aberrations in which, 
but few, it is to be feared, can plead ab- 
ſolutely guiltleſs. When therefore we con- 
ſider the ſtrength of paſſion, and the im- 
becillity of reaſon; when we conſider that 
the moſt generous and humane diſpoſitions 
have ſometimes been led captive by this 
deluſive paſſion ; when we confider that 
ſuch, many ſuch, moſt celebrated in ſtory, 
have not only felt and acknowledged the 
ſevereſt checks of conſcience, but by God's 
grace, have become as eminent for their 
penitence as ſor their faults : ſuch reflec- 
tions muſt ſoften the rigour of our judg- 
ments; muſt lead us not to doubt of the 
poſſibility of the thorough and real reforma- 
tion of thoſe unhappy young creatures, 
who have fallen victims to a paſſion which 
is common to our nature; and who have 
much to urge, much to plead in their own 
behalf, and in requeſt of our forgiveneſs 
and compaſſion. 


O 2 


Some 
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Some of them will tell you, of the baſe 
and treacherous arts of mercileſs ſeducers ; 
who, by every unlawful method, by vows, 
by promiſes, by oaths, won their unſuſpect- 
ing, honeſt, gentle hearts ; heart, yet unprac- 
tiſed and eſtranged to guile! won and ab- 
andoned them (ah cruel and perfidious | 
let ſuch boaſt their conqueſts!) won and 
abandoned them to ſore deſtruction. Some 
of them will tell you of the afflicting and 
early loſs of careful and affeQtionate pa- 
rents, who left them, —left their beloved 
orphans, to an injurious world ; left them 
an eaſy, artleſs prey, or ever they could 
diſtinguiſh evil from good, or good from 
evil; a prey to the inhuman barbarity of 
the ſavage miniſters of luſt, Others, with 
ſtreaming eyes will plead, as a coercive ar- 
gument for their continuance in ſuch a 
ſtate, that they could find no hand to re- 
lieve, no heart to pity ; that there was na 
place for them to fly unto, that none cared 
for their ſouls: that their friends, nay, 
their deareſt parents, forſook them ! that 
they had not, they could not find where 
to lay, where to conceal, their wretched 

heads ! 
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heads! And ſome will urge the ſtrong and 
irreſiſtible calls of hunger and of thirſt ; 
appetites which muſt be ſatisfied : But, —ah 
truly pitiable daughters of aMiction ! not 
ſolely hunger and thirſt of their own, but 


of a miſerable babe perhaps, the fad iſſue 


of their unfortunate guilt, —yet not on that 
account the leſs claiming all the tenderneſs 
of maternal love! And could the mother 
fee the little helpleſs innocent periſh in her 
arms? Could ſhe behold its tongue cleav- 
ing to the roof of its mouth for hunger, 
and for thirſt ? Oh what could not a mo- 
ther rather behold ! what virtue would not 
fink under ſuch a trial | Can a woman for- 
get her ſucking child? Pity her, oh pity her, 
ye happier mothers : and ſay, could ye not 
excuſe a crime — ſay rather, will ye not 
bleſs this hoſpitable charity, which relieves 
the inexpreſſible diſtreſs of many ſuch mi- 
ferable women ? 

Indeed, I cannot but obſerve here, that 
ſo ſcanty are the means of ſubſiſtence al- 
lowed the female ſex; ſo few the occupa- 
tions which they can purſue, and thoſe ſo: 
much engroſſed by our ſex: ſo ſmall are 

O 3 the 


I 


* 


* 
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the profits, ariſing from their labours, and 
ſo difficult often the power of obtaining 
employment, eſpecially for thoſe of doubt- 
ful character; and frequently, ſo utter 
their unſkilfulneſs in any branches of their 
common induſtry, from a miſtaken negle& 
of their parents in their education ;—ſeveral 
of whom, while they abſurdly expend much 
on boarding-ſchools, think it beneath them. 
to have their daughters taught a trade.— 
So ſcanty are the means of ſubſiſtence, ariſ- 
ing from theſe and the like cauſes, that, it 
is but too well known, many virtuous and 
decent young women, left deſolate with 
poor unfriended children, have been com- 
pelled to the horrid neceſſity (and we want 
not to be told, what numbers in this great 
City lie in wait to improve, and turn to 
their own advantage that neceſſity ) of pro- 
curing bread by proſtitution ! which no- 
thing could have induced them ſo to pro- 
cure, but the cries and tears of hungry 
children, craving repeated ſupplies of food; 
which thus becomes the food of bitterneſs 
to the mother, and renders lite the moſt 
oppreſſive burden, 


But 
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But I dwell not now on the peculiar 
hardſhips, difficulties and diſtreſſes of the 
female ſex: I dwell not upon the tempta- 
tions to which they are expoſed; in the 
free and unreſtrained uſe of which, cruel 
ſeducers even think themſelves juſtifrable : 
I dwell not upon the ſuperior advantages, 
(if advantages they may be called) which 
our ſex hath over them; whofe reputation 
ſuffers no ſtain even from an avowed in- 
dulgence in this vice; while one unhappy 
deviation blaſts the fair beauty of female 
honour. I dwell not upon thele topics; 
they have been already ſufficiently handled. 

Suffer me only to remark, that the ſuc- 
ceſs of this undertaking ſerves above all 
things to recommend it, and to remove every 
objection which either caution or maleyo- 
lence might have to urge againſt it k. Of 
the firſt two kindred women who volun- 
tarily ſought nappy covert from the 
ſtorm, bur a ver inconſiderable number at 
this time) remains / in the houſe ; and ſome 
of them ſo perfectly happy and ſatisfied 
with their fi uation, that they pray never to 
depart thence, and have intreated permiſſion 


from 


See the account at the end of the book, 
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from the benevolent governors of the cha- 
rity, to paſs their lives ſecluded from temp- 
tation and danger, within thoſe walls where 
they have found fafety and peace, 

Of the reſt, many have been introduced 
into decent ſervices, where they have con- 
ducted themſelves with ſo much propriety, 
that ſeveral have claimed and received that 
bounty, which the rules of the charity aſ- 
lien as an encouragement to thoſe who con- 
tinue a year in their ſervices, and meet the 
approbation of their ſuperiors : For, par- 
ticular application is given, not only to 
the habituating them all to induſtry, but 
likewiſe to the teaching the uninſtructed 
ſuch branches of female employ, as may 
qualify them for different provinces, and 
enable them to get their livelihood with 
honeſty and credit, when they are replaced 
in the world. . 

That ſome ſhould again return to im- 
purity, could not but have been ſuppoſed 
by the moſt ſanguine eſpouſers of this cha- 
rity, But it ſurely deſerves attention, and 
is ſome proof of the right principles im- 
bibed in the houſe, that the greater part, 


even of thoſe who have been diſcarded with 
| diſhonbur 
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diſhonour, have ſought for and readily un- 
dertaken the hardeſt ſervices, rather than 
return to their former deteſted way of life: 
ay, and ſome, to avoid that necellity, 
have even applied to magiſtrates to ſend 
them abroad, and thereby capacitate them 
to procure an honeſt and induſtrious ſub- 
ſiſtence. 

While it ought to be mentioned, as a 
mark of the good government and regula- 
tion of the houſe, —and I think we may 
add, of the good intentions and right prin- 
ciples wherewith theſe women enter it - that 
ſince the inſtitution of it, no acts of flagrant 
indecency or groſs miſbehaviour have ever 
appeared ; though no puniſhments or cor- 
rections are ever uſed ; for nothing but 
the law of reaſon, of religion, and of le- 
nity, is permitted to rule in a place, de- 
ſigned for a comfortable and defirable retreat 
to the ſincerely penitent. 

Beſides thoſe who have been placed out 
in the world, ſeveral have been reſtored to 
their rejoicing parents. And could you have 
been ſpectators of the many affecting ſcenes, 


which have paſſed on theſe occaſions, your 
ſym- 


— 
r 
r 1 on 
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ſympathetic hearts would have melted, and 
you would have bleſſed a charity produc- 
tive of ſuch celeſtial comforts. Could your 
hearts be unmoved, if you faw, what the 
directors of this Charity ſo frequently ſee; 
if you ſaw an aged parent introduce a young 
and hapleſs daughter; if you heard her with 
the voice of maternal anguiſh, thus tenderly 
implore your aid; © For the ſake of our 
% adorable and compaſſionate Redeemer, take 
my wretched, ruined child, into your 
« kind protection ; ſave her, oh ſave her 
« from utter deſtruction ; and, in ſo doing, 
<« fave alſo the life of a miſerable mother! 
« She was once my ſole comfort, once 
my moſt pleaſing hope ] I truſted that ſhe 
% would have been the ſtaff and ſupport 
« of my old age, and have held me up 
„ amidſt all the ſorrows and afflictions of 
« widowhood ! But alas, a cruel ſpoiler 
„came; deceived her, artleſs as ſhe was; 
e deluded and withdrew her from my roof 
and protection! In vain, with parental 
e anxiety, I ſought her: conſcious of her 
& crime, ſhe ftill flew from me; and ab= 
% andoned by her perfidious deceiver, whole 

& heart 
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« heart was harder than the nether mill- 
<« ſtone, ſhe became a prey to the arts of 
c thoſe who lye in wait to deſtroy the 
« young and the friendleſs! Defiled and 
&« diſeaſed, loſt to reputation and herſelf, 
„J have at length recovered my child ;—for 
« {till ſhe is my child, though thus unhappy ! 
« And, on my bended knees, I implore that 
« you would have pity on a mother's an- 
« ouiſh; that you would commiſerate a wi- 
*« dow's diſtreſs ; that you would fave my 
« dear, though polluted daughter, from 
ce that extremity of horror and perdition, 
«© which otherwiſe muſt unavoidably attend 
« her ! Compaſſionate her youth: pardon the 
e paſt ; her tears witneſs her contrition ; let 
them plead for her; let her mother's tears al ſo 
&« plead for her: ſave us, oh ſave us both from 
the agonies of deſpondence! So will 
the bleffing of thoſe who are ready to 
„ periſh come upon you; ſo will you be 
*« fathers to the fatherleſs; and cauſe the 
{© dejected widow's heart, long unacquainted 
with comfort, to ſing for joy!“ 

Could your generous hearts refuſe to fuch 
a petitioner the relief ſhe required: - I am 
convinced they could not. Now then, 


imagine, 
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imagine, that many ſuch are pleading with 
vou for your liberal contributions to this 
charity; contributions ſufficient to enable 
its governors never to have the hard and 
painful taſk of rejecting petitioners of this 
ſort; ſufficient to enable them to enlarge 
their mercy, and to open wide their blef- 
ſed doors, like thoſe of heaven, at the call 
of every pitiable and repenting object. 
And, only think, if the benevolent heart 
feels ſuch a guſt of joy in relieving the 
preſent anguiſh of ſuch melancholy ſufferers; 
what muſt it feel, when it beholds the good 
effects, the full fruits of its compaſſion; 
when it ſees the top-ſtone brought forth 
with gladneſs ; ſees the work perfected, in 
the complete felicity of thoſe to whom was 
miniſtered its firſt and kindly ſuccour ? 
Among many of this ſort, let us not 
paſs over a ſtriking inſtance of the grateful 
parents of a young woman, who had been 
a conſiderable time in the houſe, had be- 
haved herſelf with all propriety, and a few 
weeks paſt was taken home to her tranſ- 
ported family. How pleaſing, how tenderly 
pleaſing was it,*to ſee her parents, with 


eyes full of tears, pouring forth, in broken 
accents, 
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accents, their thankful hearts to the gover- 
nors of this charity! Bleſſed charity, ſaid 
e they, which hath ſaved our child, our 
ce beloved daughter from everlaſting ruin! 
„A charity, for the proſperity of which we 
“ muſt ever pray, and the benevolent ſup- 
s porters of which we muſt ever bleſs, as 
© (under God) the authors of all our feli- 
city; as the reſtorers, almoſt from death, 
« of our loſt and undone child! Amidſt 
© the numberleſs obligations conferred upon 
© us, permit us (continued they) to aſk 
* yet one more; permit us, with our re- 
covered and new-born daugther, to ſeal 
© our vows of thankfulneſs and devotion 
© at the altar of your Chapel; and to pre- 
© ſent ourſelves with our beloved child, 
* at that holy table, to Him who hath 
done ſo great things for us |” Who could 
hear ſuch language, without emotion and 
delight : But who, unmoved and undelight- 
cd, could behold theſe chriſtian and truly 
ſenſible parents, kneeling on either fide of 
their daughter at the altar; preſenting their 
mutual thanks, and lifting up their eyes 
in expreſſive gratitude and gladneſs; the 
parents for their recovered child ; for her 

P recon- 


— 
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reconciled parents, and with them, her God, 
her peace, her preſent and eternal comfort 
reſtored and ſecured to her:? 

Thefe are ſights which muſt refreſh every 
benevolent mind; theſe are fruits of this 
charity, which muſt render it amiable in 
all your eyes; which muſt make you an- 
xious to communicate liberally to ſuch good; 
to be fellow-workers in deeds of ſuch diſ- 
tinguiſhed excellence. For, granting that 
many ſhould abuſe this well- intended deſign, 
(and what deſigns are not liable to abuſe? ) 
granting that half, only half of thoſe who 
ſeck its friendly ſhelter, ſhould duly improve 
its proffered bleſſings; nay, granting that 
a tenth part only ſhould be ſaved from the 
moſt exquiſite diſtreſs which can afflict 
human creatures ; that only a tenth part 
ſhould be ſaved from an earthly and ſhock- 
ing death, amidſt all thoſe miſeries, which 
are of moſt fearful name— ſhould be ſaved 
from the unutterable miſeries of death eter- 
nal ; ſurely it were a work well worthy all 
our pains, well worthy all the approbation 
and aid, which the great, the virtuous, and 
the good can give. 


But 
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But, indeed, we have all the certainty 
which the nature of the work will admit, 
that a far greater proportion properly im- 
prove the benefits of this inſtitution, and 
are not only made happy themſelves, but 
diffuſe that happineſs through the wide 
circle of their loved relations : while, at 
the ſame time, they are reſtored to the 
ſtate, and become uſeful members of it: — a 
circumſtance by no means inconſiderable at 
a period when war is ſpreading ſo widely 
its terrible devaſtations of the human ſpe- 
cies ; nor indeed at any time inconſiderable, 
in a commercial nation like ours, whoſe 
ſtrength and proſperity depend on the num- 
ber of its inhabitants, 

However, reſpecting ſome of the objects, 
we have abſolute certainty : for it hath 
pleaſed God to call away ſome of them ſince 
their admiſſion into the houſe; who have 
died with ſuch marks of real repentance, 
that no man could entertain a doubt of 
their forgiveneſs and acceptance with their 
merciful Redeemer, And oh ! what a tranſ- 
porting thought is that to a mind duly 
ſenſible of the worth of an immortal ſoul ! 
FA Poſſibl/ 


' 
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Poſſibly, had they not been admitted within 


thoſe charitable walls, they had periſhed, 
horribly periſhed, in the ſtreets, amidſt cold 


and nakedneſs, famine and diſeaſe, unin- 


ſtructed, unrelieved, unpitied, impenitent |! 
periſhed miſerably in this life, only to enter 
on another far more miſerable! 

And indeed, when this thought extends 
itſelf to all the women now in the houſe, 
bleſt with health, reſtored to happineſs, in- 
duſtriouſly employed, and chearfully ſinging 
praiſes to their God; many, very many of 
whom, moſt probably without this relief, 
had long ago ended their days in the ex- 
tremity of ſufferings, - young and wretched 
victims, to the deſolation of wide waſting 
and unrelenting luſt, Our compaſſion muſt 
be moved; and the benevolent heart will 
want no farther recommendation of a work 
ſo productive of the higheſt good which 
mortals can aim at, or accompliſh *, 


Of 


This fingle circumſtance of the pre/ervation of 


fo many lives, which is effected by the Magdalen 


Charity, ſhould aloge be ſufficient to recommend 
it to the public attention. From the general ac- 


count it appears, that but eight have died out of the 


number 
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Of which, one example further before 
I conclude, will ſerve more fully to con- 
vince you: one example, in which you 
will trace with a ſympathetic pleaſure, the 
tender ſtruggles of chriſtian W and 
parental affection. | 
An amiable young creature, juſt in her 
ſixteenth year, was admitted into the houſe ; 
her conduct was humble and blameleſs, ſuch 
as became and denoted the penitent. After 
her admiſſion, ſhe had the happineſs to be 
reconciled to a mother, who had felt the 
ſevereſt ſorrow for her miſconduct, who 
affectionately loved, and was beloved by her 
child. Not long ſince ſhe was ſeized with 
a mortal diſeaſe, which ſhe bore with chear- 
fulneſs, fortitude, and reſignation. When 
ſhe preceived the hour of death approach- 
ing, ſhe earneſtly deſired to ſee her widow- 
2 ed 
number ef 483, who have been received into the 
houſe, ſince its firſt opening. In my firſt ſermon, 
p. 61, I obferved, that it is probable, fxty in an 
hundred or more, of theſe objects would have been 
dead in two years: and upon this calculation, 
which I believe to be pretty juſt, what a great 
ſaving of lives is here to the public, and lives, in. 
general, of ſubjects under twenty years! 
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ed parent, and to take her laſt farewell, 
As ſoon as it was poſſible, the afflicted 
mother came: the ſoul of the daughter 
ſeemed to revive at the voice of her parent, 
The interview was pathetic and affecting: 
none preſent could refrain from tears. But 
it was ſcarcely paſſed, ſcarce had the ten- 
der parent preſſed the cold and trembling 
lips of her child, before the fluttering ſoul 
quitted its earthly habitation ; as if it had 
only ſtaid to pay this tribute, and to*per- 
form this laſt office of filial duty and love, 
Parental affection then, and chriſtian joy 
ſtrove with each other in the mother's 
breaſt. For awhile ſhe ſpoke not : ſhe could 
not ſpeak. Tears at length burit forth ; 
ſhe wept : ſhe could not but weep for her 
daughter once loſt, but now doubly pre- 
cious to her, by having been found, and 
reſtored to obedience and virtue. She could 
not but weep for her only daughter, thus 
early cut off from her, when ſhe had form- 
ed pleaſing views of their happineſs and 
comfort togethers Vet let me not weep, 
< ſaid the parent; rather let me rejoice, and 
e bleſs the goodneſs of God! Had my child 
| <« periſhed 
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<« periſhed in her ſtate of ſin, had ſhe been 


« cut off amidſt proſtitution, diſeaſe and 


% miſery, what could have ſupported my 


% ſoul? Now, by the bleſſing of this hea- 
ce yenly charity, I have feen her die in 
„ ſuch a manner, that I cannot doubt her 
& happineſs with God. I will not weep 
for thee, therefore, my child, my deareſt 
e child! blefſed, for ever bleſſed be God, 
« who has ſaved thee from deſtruction, and 
& reached out his merciful hand to reſcue 
© thee from woe everlaſting ! Bleſſed, for 
c ever bleſſed be thoſe, into whoſe hearts 
© he put it to open the doors of this houſe 
of repentance : may theſe our benefactors 
& for ever be bleſſed! And may their good 
„ hearts be refreſhed with the knowledge 
of many, many daughters dying true peni- 
& tents like mine: may they live to have 
e the conſtant and fervent prayers of many, 
© many parents made happy like me!” 
As it is impoſſible for me to add any 
thing to this real and intereſting relation, 
(more affecting far, believe me, than I can 
deſcribe) I will leave it with you: nothing 
doubting but as parents; as chriſtians; as 


lovers 
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lovers of your country ; as full of huma- 
nity and benevolence; you will all think 
yourſelves engaged to ſupport and encou- 
rage an undertaking, by which the aching 
hearts of ſo many parents are comforted ; 

by which ſo many ſouls are faved ; by which 
ſo many members are reſtored to induſtry 
and the ſtate; by which every office of 
benevolence is diſcharged ; the hungry fed, 
the naked cloathed, the ſtanger taken in, 
the ſick relieved ; eyes given to the blind, 
and feet to the lame: © for the werſt of 
blindneſs, that of the mind, is removed, 


while the wandering feet are led into the 


paths of peace and virtue.” * Who can be 
indifferent to an inſtitution productive of 
ſuch univerſal good ? an inſtitution, to which 
we, my brethren, cannot refuſe our beſt aſſiſ- 
tance! many from motives of honour ; all 
from motives of gratitude to that ever 
valuable ſex, without whom life would be 


vapid, 


* See the preface td the Hiſtory of the Penitents 
in the Magdalen Houſe, 
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vapid, and every labour irkſome F. Nor 
can that amiable Sex refuſe their beſt en- 
couragement to an inſtitution, whoſe very 


foundation witneſſes an high regard for the 


intereſt of their ſex, and a tender concern 
for the diſtreſſes of that part of female in- 
dividuals for whom we plead. The happy 
virtuous will learn to pity them, from a 
review of the comforts which they them- 
ſelves enjoy : ſo richly fed by the bounty 
of providence, they will not refuſe to theſe 
daughters of miſery. the crumbs which fall 
from their table. Nor, while they readily 
admit the poſſibility of reformation in our 
ſex, will they teach us ſo ſevere a leſſon 
againſt themſelves, as to deny that poſſibi- 
| lity 
+ If the price of a good woman is be- 
yond gold : if the ſincereſt joys of hfe flow from 
the conduct of virtuous women; and the acuteſt 
miſeries from the vicious part of the ſex: were it 
poſſible to drop the conſideration of a future ſtate, 
the converting bad women into good ones, would 
be a work worthy the higheſt applauſe of men, as 
the converſion of finners is a ſubject of joy to an- 
gels, Even the conſciouſneſs of ſuch a good inten- 
tion will aſſuredly advance their happineſs who at- 
tempt it.” — Hanway's reflections, vol. 2. p. 284. 
See alſo page 289, | 
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lity to any of their own : eſpecially, when 
ſecluded from the world ; becauſe retirement 
naturally leads the mind to recollection, 

and gives an edge to ſerious reflections. 
But why ſhould I urge thus much? It 
is enough, tbat you are great, that you are 
benevolent, that you are chriſtiaus, to aſſure 
us, that this inſtitution ſhall never want 
your ample ſuccour : An inſtitution indeed 
hitherto remarkably bleſt and honoured ; 
and at whoſe religious and affecting ſervice 
in the Chapel, we have feen many a noble 
eye ſhed tears of pity and generofity ! tears, 
which have dignified nobility, and which 
ſpoke the heart good as well as great. Won 
by that ſervice, and the genuine piety of 
the penitential votaries there, many who 
came thither with far other intentions, have 
confeſſed the humanity of the undertaking; 
many who ſhall hereafter come, will own, 
we truſt, that their objections ( if yet any 
objections remain) are done away, and 
their ſcruples ſilenced : while their hearts 
and their eyes teſtify a perfect approbation 
of a charity, in gvery reſpect conformable 
to the goſpel of Chriſt, and in every view 
honourable to the times in which we live. 
I can- 
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I cannot in juſtice conclude, without 
ſaying, © and in every reſpe& honourable 
to you, its benign and unwearied ſupporters, 
directors, and managers.” From the happy 
knowledge of many of you, I have been 
enabled to draw that picture of the BENE- 
VOLENT MAN, which I gave you at the be- 
ginning; for you exemplify the character. 
Go on in that work, the eſtabliſhment of 
which abundantly teſtifies the goodneſs of 
your hearts, and the reality of your religion: 
the conduct of which, abundantly teſtifies 
the delicacy of your ſentiments, and the 
ſtrength of your judgments. Go on, ſecure 
of the eſtimation and applauſe of the vir- 
tuous and the valuable : ſuperior to the 
little taunts of meaner thinkers ; ſuperior 
to all the oppoſition which weakneſs of under- 
ſtanding, or malevolence of heart would throw 
in your way. That charity is not perfect, 
which is intimidated or diſcouraged by dif- 
ficulties in the proſecution of its juſt and 
upright purpoſes. Firm in your benevolence, 
and extenſive in your generous proſpects, 
go on; and you will fee the good work 
proſper under your hands, You are en- 


gaged 
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gaged in an honourable, a delightful en- 
| terprize. God is for you, and he will 
crown your endeavours. You ſhall enjoy, 
1 | what is infinitely beyond every other ſatis- 
| 
| 


faction, the fervent thankſgivings of many 

parents made happy by your means; you 
RF ſhall enjoy the blefling of many, once ready 
0 to periſh, but who, thro' your charity, are 
Mi now reſcued from the depth of miſery and 
| deſpair, and reſtored to hope and comfort, 
Induſtry, when it hears of it, ſhall praiſe 
| . you : your country ſhall hold your names 
in honour and eſteem, And, what is a 
[i conſideration far ſuperior to all, the great 
1 Gop, who looks down from heaven with 
1 peculiar complacency upon acts of love and 
1 benevolence, ſhall guard you with his more 


'#} eſpecial protection in this world ; and re- 
WH ward you, thro' the merits of his Son, 
with diſtinguiſhed honour in the world to 
come. 

Ves, bleſſed Lord, may they all in- 
herit that glory ! all who contribute to this 
chriſtian deſign ! all who contribute to the 
reclaiming loſt ſouls! Oh may they all 
enjoy thy continued protection, thy pecu- 
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liar favour ! ſhield them in every danger ; 
guide them in every difficulty : . bleſs 
them in their going out, and their coming in: 
bleſs them in their domeſtic, bleſs them in 
their public life ; bleſs them with all de- 
ſirable bleſſings below; and bleſs them moſt, 
when moſt they want thy benediction — in 
the time of diſeaſe, and at the hour of 
death ! Do thou, O God, make their beds 
in their ſickneſs : do thou, graciouſly ſuſ- 
tain them in their laſt agonies! And in 
the tremendous day of judgment, do thou 
kindly remember their works of mercy, 
and fulfil in their behalf, thine own moſt 
faithful promiſe, ** That they who are 
wiſe, and turn many to righteouſneſs , 
ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the firma- 
ment, and as the ſtars for ever and ever!” 
Amen, 
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JEREMIAH XIII. 23. 


CAN THE ETHIOPIAN CHANGE HIS 
SkIN, OR THE LEOPARD HIs 8POTs ? THEN 
MAY YE ALSO DO GOOD, WHO ARE AC- 


CUSTOMED TO DO EVIL, 
A unpromiſing a Text as could have 
been pitched upon before the pre- 
ſent Audience I But, let us not judge too 
haſtily: The very reaſon, why I have 
choſen it, is becauſe it appears ſo unpro- 
miſing, and becauſe perhaps, it is almoſt 
the only Text, which with any plauſibility 
can be urged againſt our preſent inſtitution ; 
or thrown out to diſtreſs the minds, and 
diſcourage the endeavours of the Women, 
who fly to this place of refuge, to re- 
form and reconcile themſelves to God. And 
I imagined, that it would be an acceptable 
ſervice, both to them, and to the ſuppor- 
ters of this humane undertaking, to ſet 
forth at large the genuine ſenſe and mean- 
ing of this paſſage of Scripture ;' and con- 
| Q 3 ſequently 
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ſequently to ſhew, That it by no means 
tends to diſcourage the good endeavours of 
the penitent; nor of thoſe, who, with true 
Chriſtian benevolence, open the door of 
mercy to ſuch. 

Low and narrow minds, when they are 
not inclined to contribute to the ſupport 
of good and laudable undertakings, in order 
to ſecrete the true reaſon, and to ſcreen 
from notice their own littleneſs,— with a 
maleyolence as baſe as it is mean, are 
uſed to throw out objections, and to ſcan- 
dalize the work, which they mean not to 
encourage. While others, from a weakneſs 
of underſtanding ; an ignorance of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion; and a fond defire perhaps 
to cultivate the friendſhip of particu- 
lar perſons , highly extoll one charity, as 
Juperlatively beſt: and with a difingenui- 
ty, and a want of judgment and piety, 
not leſs - pitiable than deſpicable, endea- 
your to eſtabliſh their own favourite, upon. 


the diſcredit and ruin of all others. In this 


attem pt they are as abſurd as the man, who 
ſhould endeavour to raiſe the reputation of 


his friend, upon the cenſure and reproach of 


all mankind. 


Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian Benevolence is a great, a no- 
ble, a godlike principle; which leads us. 
to rejoice in Good, of all, of whatever kind; 
by whomſoever, or whereſoe ver it be done. 
And when we ſee men exerting them- 
ſelyes in compaſſionate and commendable 
undertakings, though the greatneſs and ex- 
cellence of the deſign may not ſtrike us 
with equal force, as it ſtrikes them; 
Vet our hearts ſhould give their approba- 
tion; and every generous tongue will ſay, 
«© We wiſh you good luck in the name of 
the Lord,” | 


Indeed, there is not the leaſt doubt, but 


that whenever men undertake charitable 
and kind works, for the comfort and ad- 
vantage of their fellow - creatures, with 
ſincere and upright intentions, the bleſſ- 
ing of God will attend them ; and every 
Charity, good and uſeful in itſelf, and well- 
meant, will meet with ſufficient encou- 
ragement, in our benevolent times; — will 
find Men of virtue ſufficient to aſſiſt, pro- 
mote, and ſupport it; nor is there any man- 
ner of need to uſe little and deſingenuous 
arts, or to wiſh to riſe on the ruins of a 
rival, 
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Tho' this might be enough, and more 
than enough perhaps, to anſwer to men 
of this ſtamp, Yet I muſt be allowed to 
add, that when they urge againſt the poſ- 
FI ſibility of reforming the vicious, the Text 
| of Feremiah, Can the Ethiopian change his 
14 ſhin, or the- Leopard his ſpots * ? they ſeem to 
f forget entirely the nature and end of the 
1 Chriſtian Religion ;” while they reaſon un- 
1 fairly, and make ſuch an uſe of his words, 
| 1 as would ſhock the Prophet, ſhould he hear 
55 | them. 
| 1 I. For, I would aſk them in the firft 
place, Is not the great, the characteriſtic 
* bleſſing of the Chriſtian Religion, *pardon 
of fin ; — free and full pardon of all fin, 
; however great or complicated , upon true 
Faith and ſincere Repentance ? Did not Chriſt 

come into the world to ſave ſinners ? Was 
he not named Jeſus, of the angel, becauſe 
he ſhould ſave his peaple from their fins? 
hath he not himſelf over and over declared 
in his Goſpel, that He came to call Sin- 
ners to repentance ; that therefore he con- 
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verſed freely with them,— as a Phyſician is 
converſant with the fick, becauſe. they want 
his aid and healing medicine ; which they 
do not who are in perfect health ? and are 
there not inſtances abundant on record, in 
the word of truth, of Sinners, habitual, 


erievous Sinners, not only admitted to our 


Lord's prefence, but pardoned by Him? — nay, 
and becoming in confequence the greateſt 
penitents, and moſt exemplary believers ? 
And hath not this been found the caſe in 
every age and period of Chriſtianity ? 
Conſider then, that, if you underſtand 
this Text of Feremiah in its full extent, 
as implying as great an impoſſibility , that 
they who have been accuſtomed to do 
evil, ſhould ever do well, as it is for the 
Ethiopian to change his ſkin, or the Leo- 


pard his ſpots —which is indeed an utter. 


impoſſibility : —If, I ſay, you underſtand the 
words in their ſtrict, literal ſenſe; Why 
then, farewell the comforts of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt! Farewell the glad tidings of 
pardon and peace to the penitent ! Sin- 
ners are in a deſperate caſe indeed) —Chriſt 
Rath died in vain; and all our preaching, 
and 
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and all our offers of his grace and mercy, are 
mere babbling ; are idle and inſignificant ! 
This, with all Chriſtians, ſhould be a ve- 
ry ſufficient argument, in my mind, to prove, 
that the paſſage is not to be underſtood in 
this general and unreſtrained ſenſe, But 
indeed, we have another argument, and 
that a pretty ſtrong one too, to urge a- 
gainſt this interpretation; and that is Mat- 
ter of fact: The experience, not of Chriſ- 
tians only, but of others alſo, in almoſt 
every age of the world, undeniably aſſur- 
ing us that many, who have been accuſtom- 
ed, who have learnt, as the original is, to. 
do evil, —(underſtand the phraſe in as ſtrong. 
a ſenſe as you pleaſe) that many ſuch, have, 
on the other hand, learnt, and accuſtomed 
themſelves to do well.— It would be end- 
leſs to produce inſtances : Manaſſeb and 


Mary Magdalen may properly be mentioned, 


becauſe I have dwelt upon their examples 
in this place. We cannot look into hiſtory, 
ſacred or profane, without ſufficient proof: 
Even the divine Socrates, the firſt, and 
greateſt maſter of the heathen World, fairly 
confeſſed the predominance of evil paſſions 

| and 
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and habits, and his Victory over them: 
And Saint Auſtin, whoſe name and piety 
are almoſt one and the ſame, lived for 
above the thirty firſt years of his life 
not only in the darkneſs of the worſt he- 
reſies, but accuſtomed, habituated to the 
practice of. the moſt ſenſual luſts. 

But, not to dwell upon individuals, I would 
only aſk, What can be ſo ſtrong as ſaint 
Paul's words, to ſome of his converts, whom 
he ſpeaks of, not only as accu/tomed to, but 
even dead in treſpaſſes and ſins? Nay, he 
ranks himſelf in the ſame degree; © Even 


when VE were dead in fins, he quickened us, 


together with Chriſt.” And, writing to the 
Corinthians, he mentions ſome of the groſ- 
ſeſt crimes, whereof he ſays, they once 
were guilty, tho' now reformed—*<* Be not 
decei ved; neither Fornicators, nor adulterers 

nor idolaters, nor effeminate, nor abuſers ff 
themſelves with mankind, nor thieves, nor 
cobetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
extortioners, ſhall inherit the Kingdom of God.” 
Here, it muſt be allowed, is a liſt of ſome 
of the worſt vices to which men can ac- 

cuſtom themſelves. But theſe Corinthians, 
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1:8 guilty of them, were not given up, as deſ 
| perate.— No; the apoſtle adds, And ſuch 
wers ſome of you ;— But ye are waſhed, but ye 
are ſanctiſied, but ye are juſtified, in the name of 
7 ' our Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our God.“ 
This Teſtimony, it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, is deciſive: I will only add, that, 
in agreement with it, the primitive apolo- 
giſts for Chriſtianity always apply to this 
evidence of the truth of their Religion ;— 
They apppeal to the vicious, and habituat- 
ed ſinners of every degree, who, thro' the 
grace of God in Chriſt, had been convert- 
ed to a new and holy life. And they 
challenge their enemies to controvert this 
proof, as the Inſtances were numerous, and 
continually before them ;—Inſtances, of the 
unclean and impure becoming chaſte and 
virtuous ; the drunkard, ſober ; the churel, 
generous ; the cruel and hard-hearted, ten- 
der and compaſſionate ; the diſhoneſt, faith- 
ful; and the idle, diligent, This, in 
| truth, was no more than what the Pro- 
| phet, in his elegant manner, foretold ſhould 
| be the conſequence of the coming of the 
; Prince of Righteouſneſs ; when the wolf 
ſhould 
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ſhould dwell with the lamb, and the leopard 
lye down with the kid; the calf , and the 
young lion, and the fatling together, and 
a little child ſhould lead them ; that is, Savage 
natures ſhould be tamed, and Chriſtian 
virtues reign there, where the fierceſt and 
moſt deſtrucive paſſions were before predo- 
minant.—Nay, and to theſe examples, if 
need were, we could add ſome from the 
preſent houſe of reformation; of whoſe 
real repentance, and thorough change of 
heart and life, it would be impoſſible to doubt. 

II. Having then ſhewn what is not the 
true ſenſe of the Text, it may be time to 


enquire what is. 


Now, in the firſt place, I would obſerve, 
reſpecting the eaſtern ſtyle in general, that 
it is high and figurative, and abounds with 
ſtrong metaphors and alluſions, which muſt be 
reduced a good deal, hefore we can deter- 
mine their preciſe meaning. — Again, I ob- 
ſerve of the prophetic ſtyle, that, as it is 
perhaps the moſt ſublime of all the eaſ- 
tern writings, ſo are the figures, metaphors 
and alluſions in it not leſs bold, than they 


R are 


The Iſaiah, chap, Xl, 6, &C, 
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are beautiful and expreſſive: But they 


make it difficult to be underſtood, and ſhould 


render us Cautious in our reaſonings upon 
it. An example of this you have in the 
paſſage from 1/a:ah juſt quoted, reſpecting 
the change of diſpoſitions, ſignified by the 
taming of the wildeſt animals. In another 
place, this ſame Prophet has theſe remark- 
able words; “ The flars of heaven, and 
the conflellations thereof ſhall not give their 
licht; The ſun ſball be darkened in his going 
forth, and the moon ſhall not cauſe her light 


to ſhine Which paſlage they who are 


unacquainted with the genius of the pro— 
phetical writings, and their frequent re- 
ference to hieroglyphical Ideas, would not 
readily underſtand in its true and un- 
doubted meaning, of the total deſtruction 
of the civil and eccleſiaſtical polity of the 
Jews. 

I produce theſe examples only to ſhew, 
how figurative the prophetic ſtyle is, how 
lofty and elevated : and conſequently, how 
much we ſhall miſtake, by underſtanding 
any ſuch paſſages in a merely literal ſenſe. 
Now, read the paſſage in hand, from 

Jeremiah, 
* See chap. xiii. 10. | 
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Jeremiah, under theſe reſtrictions, and you 
will perceive, That it is an high and ex- 
aggerated expreſſion of the prophet, in his 
great warmth for the cauſe of God; im- 
plying only, that “ after all the meſſages 
which God had ſent by him to the Jews ;— 
aſterall the mercies which their God had ſhewn 
to them, they were ſo hard and ungrate- 
ful; that he could ſcarcely entertain a good 
hope of them“. — And he ſtrives to arouſe, 
to awaken, to ſtimulate them, by the ſtrong- 
eſt words and arguments poſhble, —< Can 
the Ethiopian change his ſkin, or the Leo- 
pard his ſpots ? no, they cannot; and I fear 
there is almoſt as little reaſon to ſuppoſe, 
that you, who are ſo accuſtomed to do evil, 
to tranſgreſs and rebel againſt God, will 
ever learn to do well; will ever obedient- 
ly return to him, and leave your idols, and 
your iniquity.” | 
This is as much as we can fairly draw from 
tne text; for, that it includes not an abſo- 
lute denial of the poſſibility of their return, 
every other chapter of Jeremiah's propheſy 
clearly proves : In which he is continually 
exhorting them to repent, and to return to 


that God, who will abundantly pardon : 
R 2 and 
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bh and he uſes conſequently every argument, 
43 drawn from every conſideration, and from 
every paſſion, which he conceived might 
become effectual. Nay, and the very laſt 
verſe in this ſame chapter, is itſelf an un- 
deniable teſtimony, that, he meant not to 
ſpeak of—that he did not by any meaps 
believe, the caſe of thoſe to whom he ad- 
dreſies himſelf, to be deſperate, and all hope 
of their amendment vain. 

Upon this verſe I could be content to reſt 
the whole of the argument ; for, nothing can 
be more full, and more pathetic, than the pro- 
phet's expoſtulation in it; which, ſurely, would 
have been ridiculous and abſurd, had it been 
as utterly impoſſible for them to be made 
1 clean, to repent and reform, as for the 
wen Ethiopian to change his ſkin : — I have ſeen 
thine adulteries, ſaith the Lord, and thine abo- 
minations on the hills in the fields; thy ſpi- 
105 ritual adultery, that is, by which 1s meant 
408 idolatry throughout the prophets.— Mo unto 
>: thee, O Feruſalem ! wilt thou not be made clean 
| wilt thou not bg purified and pardoned ? when 
1 ſhall it once be? — The original is remarkably 


emphatical— I hben once? as if the tender 
l | mer- 
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mercies of God would not allow him ut- 
terance—While he vents his paternal de- 
fires for their return in broken wiſhes, and 
earneſt longings,too vehement and affectionate 
to be expreſſed. — hen once? how long 
with thou refuſe to forſake thy unrigh- 
teouſneſs? As I live, faith the Lord, I have 
no pleaſure in the death of a ſinner, but 
that he ſhould repent, and live: where- 
fore, turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways, 
for why will ye die, O houſe of Ifrael*” ? 
After all, it ſhould be particularly ob- 
ſerved, not only that this paſſage is applied 
to the Jews of that day, with a peculiar 
force and propriety, — when their idolatries 
and crimes had been ſo many and aggra- 
vated, that they had wearied out the pa- 
tience of God, who had now determined 
to puniſh them with a ſeventy years cap- 
tivity; and therefore, it ſhould with great 
caution be applied or accommodated to any 
other perſons: This is not only to be ob- 
ſerved, but we muſt remark, that it is a 
proverbial expreſſion, and proverbs, we all 
know, are never to be received or under- 
ſtood in their extenſive ſenſe. They ſerve 
* See Ezek. xxxiii, 11. 
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4 to convey general truths, but, applied to 

1 individuals, are often found not only falſe, 
0 | but prejudicial. We might eaſily produce 
| 1 examples enow of this, from our own lan- 
MH | guage, which abounds with proverbs ; many 
| of them wiſe and excellent; but, many 
19 of them cruel and malevolent; and by which, 
if we were to judge or act, we ſhould wan- 


I} der far from the paths which Chriſtian truth 
{| and benevolence would approve. Indeed it 
1 is a common rule with all commentators 


on the ſcriptures, never to ſtrain proverbial 
1 expreſſions, but te ſoften and reduce them: 
11 There is a paſſage very pertinent to our ſub- 
| ject in archbiſhop Tillotſon's Sermons, where, 
F ſpeaking of our Text, he ſays, ©* That this 
| expreſſion, of the Ethiopian, &c. is much to 
4 be mitigated, will appear, by conſidering 
1 ſome other like paſſages of ſcripture. As, 
| N where our ſaviour compares the difficulty 
117 of a rich Man's ſalvation, to that which is 
ql. naturally impoſſible, —7o a camel's paſſing thro 
11 the eye of a needle ; Nay, he pitcheth his 


f | ; expreſſion higher, and doth not only make 
Wd 1 it a thing of equal, but of greater difficulty: 
0 | „Jay unto you, it is eaſer for a camel to 


þ go 
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go thro' the eye of a needle, than for a rich 
man to enter into the Kingdom of God ”. 
And yet, when he comes to explain this 
to his diſciples, he tells them, that he only 
meant, that the thing was very difficult; 
« Hyw hard is it for thoſe that have riches 
to be ſaved !” — and in another place, “ for 
thoſe that truſt in riches!” and that it was 
not impoſſible, but, ſpeaking according to 
human probability; with men this is im- 
poſſible, but not with God. And thus alſo 
it is reaſonable to underſtand that ſevere 
paſſage of the Apoſtle to the Hebrews, © Tt 
is impoſſible for them, who were once en- 
lightened, &c. if they fall away, to renew them 
again to repentance * : * It is zmpoſſible, that 
is, It is very difficult. 

In like manner we are to underſtand this 
high expreſſion, (which is very hyperboli- 
cal,) Can the Ethiopian change his ſkin, 
or the Leopard his ſpots? then may ye alſo 
do good, who are accuſtomed to do evil :” 
that is, This moral change of men ſettled 
and fix'd in bad habits, is very difficult: 
tho',-as the archbiſhop goes on to ſhew, -there 
is great ground and hope of encouragement 


| that 
* Heb. vi. 4, 6. 
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that it may be done; And, when we con- 
ſider the Chriſtian Religion, and the power 
of divine grace, there is all the reaſon in 
the world to believe that it will be done, 
when we heartily ſet about it, and uſe eyery 
neceſſary and proper endeavour,” 

But I remark once more, that the Text 
itſelf may be tranſlated and underſtood dif- 
ferently. You will obſerve, by referring 
to your Bibles, that the word then is print- 
ed in Italic characters; which is always a 
certain mark, that there is nothing for the 
word fo printed in the original Hebrew : and I 
conceive the paſſage may well be underſtood 
thus—Can the Ethiopian? &c. No: that is im- 
poſſible : — BUT you who have been accuſtomed 
to do evil, may learn to do Wwell : —and for 
this purpoſe he proceeds, Therefore will I 
puniſh you with temporal trials and afflictions, 
to bring you to this true repentance : And 
he adds in concluſion, How long ? when will 
this true reformation and repentance take 


place? Many ſimilar methods of expreſſion 
[2 might be produced from the prophets *; 
[0 | « | - 


* Can a Woman forget her ſucking child. 
that ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion on the ſon of 
1 her Womb ? &c. Yet will I not forget thee.” Iſai. 
Vil - xlix. 15. 
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zut I lay no ſtreſs on this criticiſm, as 
the former arguments are quite ſufficient to 
ſhew the genuine ſenſe of the paſlage. 

Thus then, what I have urged will, I 
hope, ſerve abundantly to remove all ob- 
jections which may ariſe from this Text, 
againſt attempts to reform the vicious, 
when made either by themſelves or 
others: And I have been led to theſe re- 
marks, thro' a zeal for that firſt and moſt 
benign of all truths,—the free and perfect 
pardon of every penitent's fins, through 
faith in Chriſt ; — that Chriſt Jeſus, who 
came into the world to ſave ſmners : Thus, 
pleading the cauſe of every -one who 
acknowledges the want of this -glorious 
ſalvation, againſt the ſelf- righteous and pha- 
riſees of our days; who would repeat 
the old objeCtion againſt the Diſciples, which 
they of former times made againit the Ma- 
ſter ; ( and indeed it is enough for the 
diſciples if they be as the maſter) — ©** Why 
do you eat, why do you converſe, with pub- 
licans and ſinners ?” They that be whole, 
ſaid the divine Redeemer, (and, in fo ſaying, 

He 
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he hath inſtructed us what to reply)— need 
not a phyſician ; but they who are ſick: 
But go ye, and learn what that meaneth, 
I will have mercy, and not ſacrifice : for, 
I am not come to call the righteous, —the 
ſelf-righteous and ſelf- juſtified but ſinners 
to Repentance. 44 

1. Theſe are Declarations from the lips of 
infinite love, who lived and who died to ſave us, 
ſweeter ſurely to the penitent ſoul, ſweeter 
ſurely to all YOUR ſouls, than honey to 
the taſte, or the moſt raviſhing muſic to 
the ears |—Declarations, which muſt not 
only comfort you, under every gloom of 
doubt and uneaſineſs : but encourage you 
to perſevere, unfainting and unwearied, in 
the good way you have choſen ; till your 
perſeverance is crowned, and your happi- 
neſs ſecured, beyond the reach of time or 
chance. Since nothing might be ſuppoſed ſo 


| diſcouraging to your endeayours, and fo af- 
N flicting to your ſouls, if really deſirous to 
| recover the loſt favour of God,— as to be 
1 told, that all ſuch endeavours were fruit- 
1 . leſs, and that jt was as impoſſible for you 
1 to reform, as for the Ethiopian to change 
1 his 
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his ſkin, or the Leopard his ſpots; I have there- 
fore been at the more pains to remove this diſ- 
couragement; and ſo to aſſure you, that, thro? 
the grace and mercy of Chriſt, no impediments 
lyein your way to ſalvation, except ſuch as may 
be laid by your own irregular paſſions and 
irreſolute efforts. For, let me not by any 
means deceive you, nor do you on any ac- 
count deceive yourſelves, by imagining, that 
you have no difficulties to encounter, no 
efforts to uſe. Far, very far from this 
is the caſe. — Tho* ſalvation thro' Chriſt, 
is freely offered to all who will repent, 
believe, and amend their lives; tho* none 
are excluded from that general act of grace, 
which the Saviour procured by his own 
blood; tho' ſins, deep in their dye as the 
crimſon, and numerous as the ſtars in the 
firmament, thro* that omnipotent grace will 
be canceled and done away; Yet, let us 
forever remember, that in conſequence of 
ſuch forgiveneſs of the paſt, we muſt la- 
bour for the future to ſhew forth the fruits 
of repentance and faith, We muſt not only 
ceaſe to do evil, but learn to do well; not 
only abandon all our former ways of ini- 


| quity, 


- 
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| , 
1:18 quity, but ſerve God in righteouſneſs and 
[ it holineſs all the future days of our life, 
1101 N And though it is undeniably certain, that 
14 God's grace, co-operating with our own beſt 


endeavours, is all-powerful to ſubdue and 
to change the worſt natures, and the worſt 
habits; yet it is undeniable , that great 
watchfulneſs and care is required on our 
parts, in this beſt of combats. For, bad habits 
and cuſtoms are ſtubborn, and not ſubdued 
HE with idle, indifferent and feeble efforts. 
"wh We muſt exert all our ſtrength ; we muſt 
1 apply to God for his continual aid; and 
110 while we ſtand upon our guard, in the re- 
1 gular uſe of all the means of grace, in the 
right diſcharge of our proper duties, and 
1 in the performance of all things required 
11 from us, Habits of virtue will then gain 
if the aſcendancy. And, ſo lovely, ſo amiable, 
| ſo correſpondent to our nature, are goodneſs 
1 and virtue, that we need not fear, when 
vi once we have taſted their delights, and made 
| them habitual to us, - that we ſhall ever be in- 
duced to forſake them entirely ; ſhall ever be 
1 ſuch enemies «o ourſelves, as to quit the 
1 fountain of living waters, for the impure 
þ | and unrefreſhing ſtreams of poiſonous. vice. 
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2. As this houſe, My BELOVED, was firſt 


opened to give the objects of our preſent 


concern an opportunity to reform; So, 
their continuance here for a certain term 
is fixed, that they may acquire habits of 
virtue and induſtry. Anda, bleſſed be God, 
the ſucceſs which has hitherto attended the 
Inſtitution, gives us no Room to doubt, 
that the reformation of many will by this 
means be perfected, and ſuch habits of vir- 
tue and Induſtry acquired, - as will, thro? 
the divine grace, be ſufficient to eſtabliſh 
them firmly in the good reſolutions they 
have taken,—You have heard, my brethren, 
you yourſelves are well ſatisfied, how con- 
formable the preſent humane undertaking 
is, to that great and moſt exalted purpoſe, 
which cauſed the Son of God to be cloathed 
with human fleſh and frailty ; namely, that 
he might ſave from inevitable ruin a periſh- 
ing race of creatures And while you 
ſeriouſly reflect upon your own many im- 
perfections and frequent deviations from the 
pure law of God, you will never be defi- 
rous to with-hold that mercy from others, 
Whereof we all ſtand ſo much in need: you 


Will never be forward to cloſe the door of 
i 8 for- 


| l 194 Sermon on JEREMIAH, 


ii forgiveneſs and grace upon any of your fel. 
| þ |  low-creatures, knowing in how many things 
THIN we offend all ; and that if God ſhould be 
| | extreme to mark what we have done amiſs, 
$391 few of us ſhould be able to anſwer before 
1 him! Truth it is, and it would be well, 
if, according to our ſeveral connections, 
we would pay a ſtrict attention to that 
truth, — That great is the danger of 
contracting, and great the difficulty of con- 
quering, evil habits and vicious cuſtoms. 
This ſhould render us very jealous over 
wn our own ſouls, and particularly anxious 
1% not to ſuffer corrupt and improper paſſions 
| to grow prevalent and habitual : while, for 
.' 18 our children, or thoſe any way related to 
418 us, we ſhould uſe every wiſe and reaſonable 
1 effort, to tincture the young mind with 
{8 the pureſt and moſt laſting taſte of religion 
"1 and virtue; to inſti] every lovely principle 
ut of purity and truth; that ſo they may 
1% avoid the grofſer offences, and paſs thro' 
1 life, with a ſerene application to that law 
11 and that love, which is perfect freedom and 
1 | perfect peace, | 
. But, while thus careful to do all we can 
| | 20 to guard ourſelves and others from the ſubtle 
| ſnares 
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ſnares of vice, to which a corrupted nature 
and an alluring world are continually tempt- 
ing, We ſhould be as careful, on the other 
hand, not to ſhut up the golden door of 
mercy, which the Son of God himſelf came 
down from heaven to open: We ſhould be 
careful not caſt the unhappy offenders into 
deſpondency and deſpair; nor with a ſeverity, 
which is as dangerous as it is unſeemly in 
mortals, diſcourage the convicted ſinner from 
attempts to reform, From ſuch attempts, 
we have ſeen, good may always be expect- 
ed; even the reformation of the vileſt ſin- 
ners ſhould never be deſpaired of. For, 
it is certain, that there is left, even in the 
worſt of men, a natural ſenſe of the evil 
and unreaſonableneſs of fin, which can 
hardly ever be totally extinguifhed in hu- 
man nature; and when ſuch have any 
thoughts of becoming better, they are apt 
to Conceive good hopes of God's grace and 
mercy: and when once they reſolve, who 
knows not how great the power of a fixed 
reſolution ? who knows not what man can 
do, when urged to it by an almoſt invin- 
cible determination“? Well ſaid Pytha- 
.goras—*<* that power and neceflity are neigh- 


See Abp. Tillotſon. 
8 2 | bours, 
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other.” | 

Add to this, that the grace of God js 
never to be deemed unattainable by us; 
and to that grace, which they who fin- 
cerely aſk it ſhall certainly obtain, to- that 
Fg! grace all things are poſſible. Conſiderations 
14 | theſe, which will ſerve to convince us, that 
| the reformation of the greateſt, moſt har- 
| dened and inveterate ſinners, may well be 


THE bours, and never dwell far from each 
4 i | 

| 

> 


139K | | 

14 1 expected : Much more, the reformation of. 
4 ſuch as theſe before you, who have many 
1 50 g 5 SP 5 
LE circumſtances to offer, in alleviation of their 


wt guilt, True, they have been accuſtomed to 
is Li - do evil; but, they have gained one fignal 
if victory, in that they have expreſſed their 
| deſire to do good. This is no trifling cir- 
1TH | cumſtance; they are not compelled to come 
} in hither: it is the act of their own vo- 
| 4 | luntary choice; an act which witneſſes, that 
1 they are weary of their paſt erimes, and deſi- 
IH rous to repent and amend; and Moraliſts have 
always eſteemed it the firſt ſtep to virtue, 
to have fled wholly from the practice of vice. 
11: Bear with* me too a few minutes 
1 longer, while I obſerve in behalf of theſe 
þ unhappy Women, and to ſhew that they 
deſerve 
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deſerve not to be ranked amongſt veteran 


and incorrigible ſinners, —That many of them 


have never had the bleſſed and unſpeakable 
advantages of a ſerious and religous Edu- 
cation, the tender care of parents, and the 
wiſe directions of ſolicitous friends; but, 
left to be toſt on the billows of this world, 
they have been ſhipwrecked on vice ; and no 
wonder, having no pilot to ſteer them aright. 
Others again, have been deluded into the 
road of ruin by the moſt flattering and 
deluſive promiſes, ſuch as few unſuſpecting 
hearts perhaps might have withſtood ; and 
when undone, have been left by their eruel 
ſeducers, a miſerable prey to infamy and 
diſtreſs : and ſome ſo young, ſo very young, 
that it is impoſſible to conceive their minds 
hardened againſt all good impreſſions ; — Nay 
indeed, many, I might ſay the moſt part of 
thoſe who have entred here, have ſhewn 
themſelves ſo far from being hardened, that 
they have expreſſed the utmoſt deteſtation of 
their way of life; and ſome, ſuch tender 
and affecting ſentiments, as would do no 
diſcredit to unpolluted virtue. 

But alas ! wretched and ruined, introduced 


S 3 to 
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11400 to ſhame and ſorrow, reputation and virtue 
| loſt, caſt off and abandoned by all—whither 
1 1 could they fly, or where obtain relief? They 
11000 : cannot, muſt not utterly periſh in want and 
4 nakedneſs : — perhaps too, the anguiſh and 
| misfortunes of ſome of them have been 
ih aggravated, by the neceſſity of ſupporting 
2 little hapleſs infant, heir of its mother's 
infamy and ſuffering ! Oh dreadful alternatiye 

to the mother, either to fee her child, her 

| much loyed, tho* unfortunate child, periſh 
1 with hunger and with thirſt,.— or to ob- 
| '{ BY tain its ſupport by the horror of proſtitu- 
tion | yet to this dire neceflity many bro- 

[ | ken-hearted mothers have been reduced ! 
and thus the beſt and moſt tender parental 
affection has reigned in the woman's breaſt, 
f while the poor afflicted wretch has been 
141 compelled to a way of life moſt deteſtable and 
| ſhocking to her | 
| You would not doubt of the reformation of 
14 | ſuch a one, if an opportunity to reform and to 
1 regain her credit in the world could be given 
1 her. But Here, and here only, ſuch an opportu- 
1 nity is given; an opportunity, already embraced 

| | by many, and by many, we have the utmoſt 
115 reaſon to believe, truly improved. — I could 
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eaſily mention many circumſtances more, to 
ſhew how great objects of compaſſion theſe 
women are; but I have already treſpaſſed 
too much on your patience: Let me only 
add, that one chance, at leaſt, for reforma- 
tion and life, ſhould unqueſtionably be 
given in a chriſtian and humane country, 
like ours, to every finner, however guilty ; 
and no chance, no poftible chance for 
repentance and amendment of life is given 
to theſe ſinners, (whether more guilty than 
many others, we enquire not now) — No 
other chance, but what this houſe of mercy 
affords, is given to tnoſe who once were 
the objects of ſolicitude and tender care; 
and who, even if betrayed by their own 
paſſions, have been betrayed by paſſions the 
moſt prevalent and univerſal—-ſuch, as we 
ought not to condemn too ſeverely ; and 
with a view to which our Saviour's words 
may be applied, Let that perſon, who is 
without fin, unconſcious of any irregular 
deſire or gratification in that way, let that 
perſon caſt the firſt ſtone at her”,* 
When we dwell upon theſe and the like 
conſiderations, as Chriſtians we ſhall rejoice 


* John viii. 7. | 
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in ſo beneficent an undertaking ; we ſhall 


pray for its ſucceſs : we ſhall highly eſteem 


its humane and generous Patrons and Go- 
vernors, for their compaſſion and diſintereſted 
zeal for the ſalvation of their fellow creatures : 
and we ſhall juſtly rank it amongſt the greateſt 
bleſſings of our lives, that we have an 
ability and an opportunity to concur in 


ſo good a defign ; nay, and to be fellow 


workers with our adorable Saviour, in that 
moſt important of all works — abundantly 
proved ſuch, by the manner in which he 
condeſcended to perfect it—<* The recovery 
and reſtoration of thoſe who were loſt to ſin, 
and dead to their God.“ —To encourage 
us in which, let us, in concluſiom, hear 
what the Lord himſelf ſaith to us. —** Incline 
your ear, and come unto me: hear, and your 
ſoul ſhall live: Seek the Lord, while he 
may be found; call upon him, while he 
is near, Let the wicked forſake his way, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts ; 
and let him return unto the Lord, and 
he will have mercy upon him; and to our 
God, for he will abundantly pardon, * ” 
* Ifaiah lv, 3, 6, 7. 
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a DVAIETCTHE 
TO THE 
MAGDALEN S. 


HEAR COUNSEL, AND RECEIVE 
INSTRUCTION, THAT THOU MAY- 
EST BE WISE IN THY LATTER 
END. 


Prov. xix. 20. 


The FirTa EDiTION. 


To the RzApER. 


S this piece was written and in- 
A tended ſolely for the uſe of the 
MacDALENS ; the judicious Reader, it 
is hoped, will not only excuſe, but ſee - 
the propriety of uſing plain language, 
and more repetition, than could be 


- juſtified in a work defigned for the 


Public in general. 


ADVICE 
7” 0 TX 
MAGDALEN 8. 


As T live, ſaith the Lord God, I have no plea- 
ſure in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked 
turn from their way and live : turn ye, turn ye, 
from your evil ways; for why will ye die? Eze- 
kiel xxxiii. IT. 

If ye ſo turn, though your ſins as ſcarlet, 
they ſhall be white as ſnow ; though they be red 
like crimſon, they ſhall be as wool. Ifaiah i. 18. 

For, God ſo loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him 
ſhauld not periſh, but have everlaſting l. 20 John 
ili. 16. 


T is with the greateſt ſatisfaction that 
we take the opportunity you give us, 

to lay before you theſe ſolemn and moſt 
comfortable declarations of the Almighty 
King of Heaven and Earth, the Lord of 
Truth, whoſe word never faileth. The 
happy choice you have made, and your 
voluntary entrance into thlis Houſe, fills us 
| with 
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with good hope that you are ſenſible of 
your paſt miſerable ſtate, and willing to' 
recover the loſt favour of God and your 
Fellow- creatures. If ſuch be your diſpoſi- 
tion, you will here find every thing con- 
ducive to that deſirable end; and we can 
aſſure you with pleaſure, that no encou- 
ragement ſhall be wanting, to promote your 
preſent and future felicity. - | 
But; that you may neither miſtake the 
deſign of this charitable inſtitution, nor 
pervert its good intention, it is neceſſary 
ſolemnly to inform you of that deſign, and 
of what is expected from you. And we 
defire that you would ſeriouſly and often 
reflect upon what we deliver to you; and 
that you would endeavour, as exactly as 
as you may, to comply with ſuch Rules as 
are laid down, if you wiſh to engage our 
eſteem, and ſecure our protection. 
TovcnED with a tender and pitying 
ſenſe of the lamentable diſtreſſes, which 
young women frequently ſuffer, unavoidably 
ſuffertin a ſtate of proſtitution z concerned, 
at once for the afflicting miſeries that op- 
preſs their bodies, and the miſeries far more 
afflict- 
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afflicting, which muſt oppreſs their unrepent- 
ing Souls; Many benevolent perſons have vo- 
luntarily contributed to open this hoſpitable 
Houſe, as a place of refuge and retreat for 
thoſe who are defirous to leave the per- 
nicious paths of vice, to redeem their good 
name, to recover their bodies from Shame and 
foul Diſeaſe, to regain the fatherly protection 
of God, and fave their immortal Souls, 

And, they were the rather inclined to this 
humane purpoſe by the peculiarly-aMiQting 
circumſtances of unhappy young women, 
whom loſt reputation deprives of every honeſt 
means to live, caſts out as the very refuſe of 
the world, and gives no opportunity to re- 
trieve and return, 

Conſider then, YounG Woman, of how 
great value to you this Houſe of refuge is; as 
being the only one to which you could fly; 
the only place where you could have any pro- 
bability of attaining preſent or future Bliſs: 

Surely then you muſt greatly prize it ; and 
fee] the utmoſt Gratitude for the worthy Go- 
vernors and Supporters of it! 

This Gratitude we would wiſh you to che- 
riſh, as it will ever be à motive to the very 
beſt conduct. 


p But 
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110 | But as this Houſe, you perceive, was de- 

1 1 ſigned to receive you from the ſtorm of Dif- 

11 treſs, and to enable you to recover loſt Re- 

| [ ! putation, Health, and Virtue ; you muſt not 

by any means fo miſtake its gracious end, as 

| to be careleſs in thoſe important concerns; 

| ; as to be remiſs in the diſcharge of any duty. 

bl ; It never was intended that you ſhould paſs 

1 : your Whole life here; much leſs that you 
i ſhould be fupported in idleneſs and ſloth. 

But as your continuance is temporary, ſo are 

you to eſteem that continuance a ſingular fa- 

| vour : for the indulgence of which, (if you 

| | conduct yourſelves properly) you may reaſon- 

| ably hope, till ſuch time as you ſhall be 

| enabled to return into life with a reputation 

141 recovered; no longer the ſcorn and contempt 

of your fellow creatures; with an habit of 

induſtry, and the means to procure honeſtly 

1! your own bread ; and with a mind, renewed 

144 in holineſs, conſcious of its paſt evils, and 

 - reſolved through God's grace, to forfeit no 

'1 | more the bleſſed hope of everlaſting life. 

11 Agreeable to theſe future views muſt be your 

1 preſent conduq;, 
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| 1B I. With regard to your external behaviour ; 


1. The moſt exact compliance with the 
| rules 
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rules of the Houſe will be required: And as 
nothing of ſeverity will be ſhewn towards you, 
ſo nothing of unſeemly and refractory con- 
duct can be allowed, or will be permitted. 


2. An humble and ready obedience to the 


directions of your MArRON will be the 
method to preſerve you from error, to ſteer 
you aright, and to gain the appro bation of 
your friends and patrons. And we truſt you 


will be very diligent and attentive in this 


reſpect. | 

3. As you cannot but be ſenſible that the 
expences attending ſuch a family are great, 
your own reflection muſt ſhew you, that 
there is an abſolute neceſſity for much 
Induſtry on your part; and we muſt inform 


you, that ready as we are to ſuccour the diſ- 


treſſed, and to contribute with all liberality 
to their relief, yet, it cannot be ſuppoſed 
that this houſe is deſigned to harbour and en- 
courage the idle and the vicious; and therefore 
a want of induſtry will always be ſufficient to 
loſe our eſteem, as it will too plainly ſhew 
your want of Principles. For if you hve idly 
on the ſole bounty of the Houſe, you are 
grievouſly abuſing the Charity of your Bene- 


factors, and are injuring others, who would 
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be glad to enter, and to work as well as they 
are capable. Beſides, as idleneſs is the root 
of much evil, your perſiſting in it will defeat - 
all the good purpoſes we intend ; which are 
to make you induſtrious upon principle, that 
ſo you may get your maintenance with credit, 
For, be aſſured, that we muſt conſider all your 
pretences to Reformation diſſembled, while 
you are deficient in that induſtry, which is. 
the genuine fruit of true religion. And re- 
member, that as Jaleneſs cloaths with rags, 
brings to ſhame, to every Vice and every Mi- 
ſery, ſo are its ſufferings never pitied ; they are 
the juſt reward of the crime, You muſt not. 
then expect continuance here, or comfort any 
where elſe, if you are not induſtrious. The 
Apoſtle hath declared, If any will not work, 
neither ſhall they eai*. And for your comfort, 
we can ſay, that the bleſſings of induſtry are 
always upon it: Diligence and hoseſt labour 
carry with them their own reward. Jdlenefs 
Hall clathe with rags ; but the hand of the diligent 
maketh rich +. 

4. There is one further particular reſpect- 
ing your outward deportment, which is of 
great conſequence, . both to your own peace, 


2 Thefſ. iii. 10, + See Prov, xxiii. 21, and x. 4. 
| and 
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and to that of the family in general ;—your Be- 
haviour, we mean, one towards another, and 
particularly to your Superior f, Indeed, if 
you have any ſenſe at all of the Religion 
which you profeſs, - and are here taught, you 
will ſoon know that love is its great and diſ- 
tinguiſhing commandment; and that we 
can then only be true Diſciples of Chriſt, 
when, *©* we love one another, as He hath loved. 
16.“ 


We expect, therefore, that you each one 


endeavour to cultivate the greateſt Harmony 
and Unity among yourſelves; that you be 
obedient and obliging to your Superiars and 
that you avoid all quarrelling, reproach, and 
upbraiding one of another; which will be 


moſt unſeemly in you, who, alas! have ſo. 
little cauſe to contemn and deſpiſe. Your 


ſameneſs of circumſtances, and ſadneſs of 


diſtreſs, ſhould awaken in each of your hearts 


a. tender pity one for the other : with kind 


Love, like that of affectionate Siſters, you. 
ſhould endeavour to footh each others Sor- 


rows; and ſhould never mention your paſt- 


misfortunes, but to condole with one another, 


t The Superior is the woman who preſides over, 
each claſs, | See John xv. 12, 13. 
1 3 
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and to deplore your former miſerable Eſtate. 


If you act in ſuch an amiable and becoming 
manner, you will reap the fruits of it, to 


your preſent Comfort and Happineſs. The 


ſituation you are in will be like a little Heaven 
to you : whereas diſputes, diſcontents, and 
reviling, will deprive you of the beſt Bleſ- 
ſings here offered. Live in Love, therefore, 
as dear Children of the ſame heavenly Father, 
who hath ſhewn you ſuch mercy,” who hath 
done ſo much for the Salvation of your 
Souls*, 

This is the great and material point : The 
Salvation of your Souls: and which, if not 
attained, great part of the preſent good de- 
ſign is fruſtrated, For we would have you 
reflect, that what relates to your Soul is of 
infinitely greater moment than what con- 
cerns your Body only: and therefore, if its 
welfare be overlooked, amidſt the care for 
things merely external, you will receive but 
little of the benefit intended for you, and we 


ſhall receive much uneaſy diſappointment. 


It is hoped then you will RENY attend to 
what follows. 


II. We trift you are not ignorant, that 
8 Eph. V» I, 2, . 
you 
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you. have an immortal Soul, as well as. a 
periſhing Boch; a Soul, which cannot die, 
but which, when your mortal frame ſhall be 
diſſolved, and putrify in corruption, muſt ap- 
pear before an Almighty Judge, and by him 
be conſigned to an eternal ſtate of conſum- 
mate Happineſs, or inexpreſſible Miſery ! 

The knowledge of this ſingle Truth is ſuf- 
ficient to make us ſollicitous for our Soul's. 


n welfare. 

r But, alas ! what ſhall they do, who have 
offended this Almighty Judge by repeated and 

be aggravated Tranſgreſſions, and cannot plead. 

ot innocent before his righteous Bar? 

2= What would you do in that dreadful ſitu- 

au ation, eſpecially if you ſhould die in an un- 

of repenting ſtate; die, utterly unprepared for ſo 

n- ſolemn a ſcene, and fo ſad a ſentence ! 

its All hope would be loſt, Oh then re- 

or joice, that when all Hope was almoſt loſt, 

ut even here upon earth; it now again dawns 

we upon your Soul,. and you may ſecure a. bliſsful 

nt. Eternity! 

to For, gracious to his fallen Creatures, and 

| tender of their welfare, the ever-bleſſed Fa- 

lat ther of Heaven has ſent his only begotten 


f Son into the world, who ſuffered in our na- 
you ture. 
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quiſites for the obtaining this favour, for the 
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ture the puniſhment due to our Sins, and 
made expiation on the Croſs for the Iniquities 
of vile Tranſgreſſors: and who, having tri- 
umphed over death by his glorious Reſurrec- 
tion, hath proclaimed full pardon to all Man- 
kind, who come to him in lively faith and 
ſincere repentance, 

Theſe bleſſed Tidings of good Things are 
held forth in the books of the New Teſtament,, 
and may be there read to your exceeding 
Comfort. 

But a lively faith, and a ſincere repentance, 
you muſt remember, are indiſpenſable re- 


procuring this ineſtimable blefling ; and a. 
future dutiful obedience muſt witneſs your: 
real ſenſe of it. 

If you do not believe * that Chriſt died for 
you, you can never truſt. in his death, or 


pray 


* That Chriſt lived and died, and roſe again, 
according to the Ge/pels, is certain beyond all diſ- 
pute ; for thoſe Goſpels were written by Mer, 
who were eye and ear witneſſes of the facts they: 
deliver, and ſœcould not be deceived; and they: 
were men of the moſt unblemiſhed characters, 
who gave up their all, and even their own lives 
in 


% 
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pray to him for his mercies : and'if you pre- 
tend to believe this, yet manifeſt not a ſincere 
repentance, vain and falſe is every expecta tion 
of forgiveneſs, | 
| Repen tance, 


in teſtimony of what they delivered; and ſo could 
not be deceivers. They worked alſo the moſt 
aſtoniſhing Miracles, which were impoſſible to 
any power leſs than God's, and they commu- 
nicated that power to others, who joyfully wit- 
neſſed the truth of their faith by ſuffering. pa- 
tiently on account of it the molt cruel perſecu- 
tions, tortures, and death. Moreover, all that 
Chriſt 'was to be and to do was foretold, many 
years before he appeared, in the books of the Old 
Teſtament, and was exactly fulfilled by him: he 
himſelf alſo foretold many things, which were 
a exactly fulfilled; and as none but God can fore- 
— tell future events, ſo theſe prophecies are a full 


„ proof of the truth of the Chriſtian religion. The 
| doctrine too which Chriſt preached, is ſo excel- 

lent, and ſuperior to all other ever taught, that 
* it could come from none but God; and the Sa- 

, craments which have continucd in the church ever 

Y ſince Chriſt was upon earth, are clear and ſatis- 

*. factory proofs of his having been amongſt men; 

at ſince no other perſon can be aſſigned as the or- 

* dainer of them, nor any other time of their in- 

N. 


ſtitution 
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Repentance, be informed, is not merely a 
word, nor doth it ſolely conſiſt in ſorrow for 
fin: true and genuine repentance, ſuch as 
God requires, and will accept, is a fincere- 
and ſorrowful ſenſe of our paſt miſdoings, as 
diſhonourable to God, and deſtructive to our 
own ſouls is a firm reſolution to leave thoſe 
practices, which we are ſorry for; is a put- 
ting that reſolution into act. In ane word, 
t is leaving the ways, as well as being 

| grieved 
ſtitution, than that of which the Goſpel ſpeaks. 
But, above all, the preſent being of the Chriſtian 
religion, and its particular fne/5 to the ſtate of 
the human race, and the wants of miſerable ſin- 
ners, prove its divine original: for we may be 
fatisfied, that it could never have exifed-at alk 
much leſs have continued to this time, if it had not 
been divine; ſince it was introduced and propa- 
gated without any human aid, without arts, 
arms, or eloquence, and in oppolitton. to all the 
opinions and religious eſtabliſhments then upon 
earth, Chriſt, therefore, did. aſſuredly live, and 
die, and riſe, as we believe; and the Goſpel 13 
the certain Revelation of God's love to mankind; 


of pardon and fdrgiveneſs to penitent, returning 


ſinners. And as from this pardon no ſuch finners 
are excluded; ſo they that confeſs and forſake 
their fins ſhall aſſuredly find mercy, 


— 


— 
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grieved for the works of fin. The Prodigal 
Son not only was ſenſible of his own miſery, 


and his ill conduct to his father, not only 


reſolved to ariſe and go to him, but actually 
aroſe; went and confeſſedhis unworthineſs, 
and declared his determination to alter his 
life ®, | 

If, then, you are bleſt with this happy re- 
pentance ; are ſorry for, and actually endea- 
vour to change your life, and forſake your 


evil conduct; then, in true faith, then, ſin- 


cerely believing that Chriſt died for ſinners, 
and offers pardon to the penitent, Apply to 
him in lowly confeſſion, and reſt ſatisfied that 
he :oill never caſt you out. 

This is the ſtate to which we would defire 
to bring you, through God's grace ; and for 
that purpoſe, nothing is here wanting. But 
we muſt urge one further conſideration of vaſt 
moment/to you; namely, that as to obtain 
free pardon through Chriſt, an actual forſak- 
ing of fin is requiſite, ſo a ſtate of pardon im- 
plies and demands a new life: and there is 
nothing which can ſatisfactorily witneſs either 
to yourſelves or to others your real penitence 


* See Luke Xv. 
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and faith, but your future active obedience 


and unfeigned humility. 


We muſt expect therefore to ſee, 

1. In the public worſhip of God, the moſt 
ſober, ſerious, and religious deportment. 
The leaſt appearance of levity there will damp 
all our hopes. Conſider, in that holy ſer- 
vice, the eye of infinite purity is full upon 
you, ſeeing into the very ſecrets of your 
hearts; and therefore, imagine yourſelves ever 
in his ſight, and give place to no unhal- 
lowed and unbecoming thoughts. But, full of 
thankfulneſs for the rich mercies ſhewn you, 
join with fervent ſouls in the ſervice, and let 


your hearts ever keep pace with your lips, 


Human nature is ſo imperfect, that, ſpite 
of our beſt endeavours, our wretched thoughts 
will but too eaſily wander, even in the holieſt 
duties. This ſhould not diſcourage you 
when it happens, but make you more humble, 
and more watchful : And it will be ſerviceable 


to you to be exactly careful in attending to 


the ſervice in your books, as well as in mak- 
ing the proper reſponſes, to which we muſt 
requeſt you to be very attentive; as alſo to 
read the leſſons in your Bibles, And as it 
is thought adviſable, that worthy people, de- 
ſirous 
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ſirous of ſeeing this good work, ſhould be ad- 
mitted to the Chapel, let that be another 
forcible motive to particular humility in be- 
haviour. The humble, meek, and downcaſt 
look becomes thoſe who are in a ſtate of pe- 
nitence, and will ever recommend ; the bold 
and dauntleſs ſtare will give but mean ideas 
of reformation ; though, indeed, ſuch as have 
any ſenſe at all of their paſt ſhame, will find 
little courage to animate the wandering 
eve. beg | 
As to the bleſſed Sacrament of the Lord's 
ſupper, we ſhall ſay the leſs, as leaving it to 
the more particular concern of the Chaplain; 
but it would give us infinite ſatisfaction to 
hear, and to find, that you are all well diſ- 
poſed, and properly prepared to be partakers 
of that holy feaſt, which is ſo neceſſary for 
every chriſtian, as well as fo comfortable; 
and at which every true penitent, humble in 
ſoul, and deſirous to walk in newneſs of life, 
will ever be an accepted gueſt, 
And with regard to the inſtructions you 
have from the pulpit, we ſhall only ſay, that 


as they are calculated and delivered for your 
improvement, ſo we muſt require that you 


give good attention to them, and treaſure 
U them 
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them up in your hearts; that you carefully 
apply them to yourſelves, and pray to God 
for a bleſſing upon them; that you always 
read over the text, and talk of the ſermon one 
with another ; and, if you can write, it may 
be of much advantage to tranſcribe the text, 
the heads of the ſermon, and any ſuch re- 
marks as may chance particularly to ſtrike 
you, The review of this would afterwards 
be of much profit to you: And if you are 
careful thus to regulate your behaviour, in 
regard to the public worſhip of God, you 
will not fail in the ſame conſcientious care, 
with reſpect 

2. To your private worſhip. 

Prayer is the moſt important duty of a 
Chriſtian : without a continuance in it, we 
can never hope to perſevere in the right path. 
Great are the promiſes annexed to it ; and in 
the regular performance of it we can ſcarce 
fail of a bleſſing. Prayer is not mere lip- 
ſervice z not a labour only of the tongue, 
and a bare repetition of words; it is the deſire 
of the heart lifted up to God ; it is the lan- 
guage of wants: therefore you muſt be care- 
ful that your heart ſpeaks thro* your lips; 


and 
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and that your ſoul's deſire be elevated to 
God, when you addreſs him in the folemn 
duty of prayer. This, we hope, you will 
never omit to perform morning and evening, 
in private; for which purpoſe, two prayers 
are annexed, (which we could wiſh you to 
uſe, unleſs you have any more proper) at the 
ſame time not omitting to pour forth the ear- 
neſt requeſt of your hearts, in your own 


words, if you find particular wants not ſpe- 


cited in theſe. There is too an holy kind of 
prayer, which requires no particular ſeaſons, 
places, or forms, and which, as being the 
immediate language of the heart, aſcendeth 
moſt acceptably to God ; we mean ejaculatery 
prayer : addreſſing God in ſhort and humble 
petitions, wherever you are, or whatever you 
are doing ; ſuch petitions as your own hearts 
may dictate, or you may learn from the word 
of God, or the ſervice of the church. 

3. Indeed, the beſt way to improve your- 
ſelves in this divine art, will be to read daily 
and regularly ſome part of God's word. You 
ſhould determine this with yourſelves, and 
let no day paſs without reading ſome portion, 
more or leſs, of the ſacred ſcriptures, eſpecially 
U 2 the 
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the New Teſſament. This will ſtrengthen 
your faith, and increaſe your knowledge, and 
enable you to be much in the practice of that 
ejaculation which we recommend. This too 
will enable you to keep your minds employed 
upon good and heavenly ſubjects; which you 
ſhould endeavour to contemplate as much as 
you may, not only to prevent evil thoughts 
from molefting you, but to convince you 
more and more of the excellency of the choice 
you have made. And for other books, if you 
are deſirous of reading, they will be carefully 
ſupplied you: We wiſh to ſee you employed, 
during your ſpare hours, in ſerious reading; 
and ſhould be glad, and much recommend it 
to thoſe of you who are beſt able, to read to 
ſuch as are leſs inſtruted ; and to labour after 
an increaſe of knowledge, which, we doubt 
not, will bring an increaſe of virtue. 

4. Chearfulneſs and Content will always 
be acceptable; and how can you better ex- 
preſs it, than by ſinging thoſe excellent and 
inſtructive Hymns which are provided for you; 
than by endeavouring to improve in this holy 
employment, which give us ſuch ſatisfaction 
in the houſe of God? But remember, that 


the heart in ſinging ſhould accompany the 


voice 
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voice; and that if you ſing thoſe ſacred com- 
poſitions without due attention, you will re- 
ceive no advantage, Endeavour to impreſs 
your ſouls with a due ſenſe of the ſubject; 
elevate your hearts to God; and then ſing 
with the voice of melody, and the foul of 
praiſe, 

5. With reſpet to your converſation, 
ſomething was hinted before : of this you 
muſt be eſpecially careful, as well as to avoid 
all pertneſs to your Superiors: and you will be 
ſo, if your hearts are truly changed. For out 
of the abundance of the heart the mouth ſpeaketh. 
Looſe, . vain, and vicious converſation, as it 
will be highly offenſive to your benefactors, 
and is immediately contrary to the rules of the 
Houſe ; ſo will it be uneaſy and diſpleaſing to, 
yourſelves, if you ſincerely feel and lament 
the ſad effects of looſe, vain, and vicious 
living. Let then no corrupt communication 
proceed out of your mouths ; no profane, looſe, 
wicked words ; no profanation of the holy 
name of God, Jeſus, &c. Never ſuffer 
yourſelves to trifle with the name of the Al- 
mighty, wantonly, without meaning, or on 
frivolous occaſions; or to uſe any thing 
tending to an oath, as, Upon my ſoul, — As Thope 
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to be ſaved, &c. but endeavour to purify your 
lips from all appearance of evil, When you 
converſe together, let it at leaſt be innocent: 
if it be poſſible, we could wiſh it might be 
| edifying; and an attendance to the Rules 
above given, will enable you to make it ſo. 
But, for God's fake, never be ſo abandoned 
and deteſtable, as to glory in your ſhame ; 
as to repeat thoſe infamous ſcenes, which 
ſhould cover your faces with confuſion ; and 
which, if you glory in them, unrepenting, 
will be produced at the laſt day, before all the 
world, to your unſpeakable horror, and be 
the means to ſink you for ever into the bot- 
tomleſs pit of endleſs miſery. 

You muſt not conceive that by entering 
into this Houſe your buſineſs is done, and 
your Salvation ſecured ; this would be a fatal 
. miſtake. The life of a Chriſtian is a con- 
tinued warfare; and we have enemies, 
powerful enemies w:thin, as well as without, 
to encounter and ſubdue. The ſad corrup- 
tion of our nature is the great cauſe of our 
miſery ; and, as long as you bear this mortal 
fleſh about you, you will be ſubject to 
temptations ahd infirmities. You muſt re- 
ſolve, therefore, and endeavour to vanquiſh 


all 


ADVICE to the Magdalens. 223 


all the evil deſires and predominant luſts of 
the fleſh, and muſt labour to keep under your 
corrupt affections: this is required of every 
Chriſtian, but peculiarly of you, who, in 


a life of penance for ſenſual enormities, ſhould 


be particularly careful to ſubdue the evil pro- 
penſity of the fleſh, 

6. Temperance and early riſing are friends, no 
leſs to health and proſperity, than to virtue 
and piety; and we have no doubt but you 
will be careful to obſerve both, as well upon 


religious as temporal motives. Deſirous to 


mortify all your evil and corrupt affections, 
you will be diligent in the uſe of all proper 


means *, and in every reſpect, will endeavour - 


to ſubdue your worſt enemy, the enemy 
within; following the example of St. Paul, 
* keep under my body, and bring it into ſub- 
jection; left that by any means, when I have 
preached to others, I myſelf ſhould be a caſt 
away? and if ſo great an Apoſtle, and ſo 
eminent a Saint, found this neceſſary for 
him, how much more neceſſary, think you, 


* Amongſt which, Faſting mult be particularly 
recommended, as a Duty of indiſpenſable Obli- 
gation ; and as a neceſſary branch of real mor- 
tiſication. See St, Matt. vi. 16, 17, 18. ; 
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is it for you ? for you, who, like that Apoſtle, 
are monuments of the mercy,—may you be 
| eternal monuments of the long-ſuffering 
merey of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord | 

Such are the general Heads of Advice we 
have thought proper to give you: for im- 
mediate directions, either. as to religious or 
temporal concerns, you will always have ac- 
ceſs to our Chaplain and Matron, who will be 
glad and ready to ſucceur and aſſiſt you with 
their beſt counſel, in every particular that ſhall 
reſpect your welfare. We have ſaid only what 
we expect from you in the general ; and have 
neither enlarged on your Duty as Chriſtians, 
or as [nhabitants of this Houſe; ſince, for 
the former, we have appointed regular in- 
ſtructions from the pulpit ; for the latter, 
we have inſtituted a general plan of conduct, 
with which we expect you to comply; and, 
in ſo doing, you will ſecure to yourſelves our 
favourable notice: which, /tho' a bleſſing 
much to be prized by you) will be. but ſmallz 
in compariſon of that loving-kindneſs of God, 
and that protection of his providence, where- 
with, for Chziſt's ſake, he will infallibly bleſs 
you. 


Once more let us remind you, - that we 
| have 


— 
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have no intention, either to receive into this 
Houſe, or to detain in it, any whoſe incli- 
nations are averſe to its important deſign, 
—namely, ** therr own preſent and eternal hap- 
pines.” We ſeek only your good; and, on 
your commendable behaviour, ſhall be in- 
clined to continue you, till ſuch time as you 
may be put into an ability to procure your 
livelihood properly. Yet that tender con- 
cern we have for your welfare, will always 
incline us ſeriowly to remonſtrate with you, 
and, with the gentleneſs of parental affection, 
to admoniſh you, if ever, thro* miſtaken 
notions, you ſhould be fo wretchedly way- 
ward, and fgnorant of your own true intereſt, 
as to deſire a removal hence, with no viſible 
appearance of good ſucceſs, with no proba- 
bility but of returning again with the ſwine 
to wallowing in the mire, and of plunging 
again deeper and deeper into wretchedneſs and 
miſery, 

And in all ſuch caſes, nay, whenever you 
find a gleam. of the leaſt diſcontent ariſing 
in your hearts, —caſt back your eyes, and re- 
flect u pon what you WERE, upon what you 
muſt Be, if you leave theſe friendly walls, 
and return to vice, 


Reflect 
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Reflect upon the ſoul, dead in treſpaſſes 
and fins, a ſtranger to its God, and loſt to 
happineſs: upon the body polluted with 
iniquity, condemned to the foul drudgery of 
luſt, and to its deplorable confequences, 
Shame and Diſeaſe! Reflect upon yourſelf, 
baniſhed from all true peace, a ſtranger to 
ſolid comfort, abhorred by the thinking and 
the virtuous *, deſpiſed and hated even by the 
moſt abject and vicious: caſt-out, forlorn, 
and wretched, ſtung with the ſharp upbraid- 
ings of condemning conſcience ; an alien and 
an out-caſt from your neareſt friends; a ſore 
grief to the mother that ſuckled you at her 
boſom ; an aMiQting ſhame to your father's 


® 'There 1s nothing, one would imagine, 
which muſt affect the mind, eſpecially a female 
mind, equal to that contempt and neglect, to 
which the loſs of reputation, and a flate of pro- 
fitution ſubjeQs them, They can never be ad- 
mitted into the company of any of their own ſex, 
who are worthy to be converſed with : all the vir- 
tuous muſt forſake and fly from them: they are 
neglected and deſpiſed by all; and even thoſe 
who «/e them have no true value for them, but 
the greateſt hatred. O miſerable ſituation ! ye 
daughters of ſhame, reflect, and return! 


old 
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old age; burdenſome to yourſelf, deſpicable 
to others, and ſpeedily about to end a miſe- 
rable exiſtence, only to enter on an exiſtence 
far more miſerable ! wretched, unſpeakably 
wretched in this world; enſlaved to the 
abominable ſervice of the devil, whoſe only 
joy is the miſery of the human race; and 
who, for the moſt faithful ſervice, hath only 
flames of hell and never-ending anguiſh, to 
beſtow | | 3 
And what if you had periſhed in this ſtate? 
what if you had died, and been loſt for ever? 
Could any thing in this life have recompenſed 
the loſs of your ſoul ? Bleſs God, bleſs him 
ever more and more, that in much mercy he 
hath opened to you a door of grace; that he 
hath put it into your heart to come beneath 
this hoſpitable roof, which leads you as it 
were to the gates of paradiſe, and point out 
pardon, and peace, and never-failing joy! 
And can there be any thing tempting in the 
former ſtate, that ſhould move you to forfeit 
the bliſs of the preſent, and to plunge again 

| into the miſeries of the paſt ; plunge again, 
with a double weight of guilt and miſery 


| plunge - 
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plunge again, never to emerge, never to be 
reſcued more 

For, conſider, if ye return to vice, the 
inotoledge you have here had of duty, will 
aggravate your guilt; you will be juſtly ab- 
horred by all: nothing but the filth of vile 
proſtitution awaits you; diſeaſe will again 
come on; miſery will again overwhelm you: 
A wretched outcaſt, without friends, and 
without hope, you will fink in infamy and 
diſtreſs; no eye to pity, no hand to relieve ; 
and, worſe than the worſt of all, without ex- 
cuſe, and ſelf- condemned, your loſt and 
ruined ſoul muſt periſh for ever in the flames 
of hell, 

If you reflect one moment on this moſt cer- 
tain conſequence of a return to an abandoned 
life, your ſoul will be filled with joy for your 
eſcape, - and your utmoſt endeavours will be 
exerted in the diſcharge of every duty which 
your preſent happy /late requires: a ſtate, how 
different from that out of which Providence 
has ſaved you | 

Heaven now lies open before you: ever- 
laſting comforts are prepared for you: the 
holy Angels are glad to tune their harps on 
your accounts; for there is joy in Heaven, 

and 
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and before the Angels of God over one finner 
that repenteth : and the bleſſed Jeſus, who 
died to fave you, is ready to crown your ſin- 
cere penitence, faith, and love; is ready to 
bleſs your happy perſeverance with immor- 
tality and glory. All the good and virtuous 
part of your fellow creatures, to whom you 
were before an abhorrence, behold you with 
joy; a joy eſpecially pleaſing to all the Sup- 
porters of this Charity, whoſe wiſh and travail 
of heart is for your ſalvation, | 

And have not many of you tender parents ? 
have not many of you affectionate friends? 
muſt not your hearts then fee] a commendable 
delight in the comforts you cannot fail to 

ſome to the father who begat her ; and* 
to the beloved mother who watched ber infant 
wants; ſome to the friends to whom you were 
dear, even as their own ſouls ; and who, once 
lamenting your loſt eſtate, can now ſay with 
the prodigal, She was dead, and is alive again: 
ſhe was loft, and is found ! 

Theſe things if you conſider, you will be 
filled with exceeding comfort: we recom- 
mend it to you ſeriouſly to conſider them; 
and deſire you to obſerve, that as, on the one 
pants in the path we point out, preſent 

X Peace 
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Peace, Heaven, and eternal Happineſs, offer 
themſelyes to you : ſo in a deviation from it, 


on the other hand, are ſorrow, ſhame, and 


diſeaſe ; preſent and eternal miſery. 

Chooſe therefore ; chooſe for yourſelves : 
And the God of unexhauſted goodneſs and 
love incline all your ſouls to make a happy 
choice! This will be an unſpeakable ſatis- 
faction to Us, this will be an unſpeakable 
comfort to Yourlſelves, | 


PRAYERS 
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For the Uſe of the 
MAGDALEN-CHARITY. 


I, 


The PRAYER uſed in the MAGDALEN- 
CHAPEL “*. 


ATHER of mercies, and God of all com- 
fort, who has ſent thy Son Jeſus Chriſt 

into the world, to ſee# and to ſave that which 
was loſt ; + we praiſe thy holy name for the 
bountiful proviſion made in this place for the 
ſpiritual and temporal wants of miſerable of- 
fenders : beſeeching thee ſo to diſpoſe our 


hearts by the powerful influence of thy bleſ- 


ſed Spirit, that thro' ſincere repentance and 


a lively faith, we may obtain remiſſion of our 
fins, and all the precious promiſes t of thy goſ- 


* This truly ſcriptural Prayer was received 
into the public ſervice of the CA EL, after hav- 
ing undergone the correction, and obtained the 
ſanction, of the late Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
Dr. SgckER ; a generous friend to the Macpa- 
LEN ChHariTY, from the beginning as well as 
at the end ; for he left a handſome legacy to it. 

+ Luke xix. 10. 1 2 Pet. i. 4. 
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pel. Awaken thoſe, who have not yet a 
due ſenſe of their guilt ; and perfect a godly 
ſorrow, where it is begun. Renew in us 
whatſoever hath been decayed by the fraud 
and malice of the Devil, or by our own carnal 
will and frailneſs :”” || Preſerve us, after 
eſcaping the pollutions of the world, from being 
again intangled therein; * and keep us in a ſtate 
of conſtant watchfulneſs and humility. For- 
give, as we do from our hearts, thoſe who 
have done us wrong ; and grant to all, who 
have ſeduced others, or been ſeduced them- 
ſelves into wickedneſs, that they may forſake 
the evil of their doings, and live, Make this 
Houſe a bleſſing, we pray thee, to the ſouls 
and bodies of all its inhabitants; and a 
glorious monument of thy grace, abounding 
to the chief of ſinners. I Strengthen the hands, 
direct the counſels, reward the labours and 
the liberality of all who are engaged in the 
government or ſupport of it; and increaſe 
the number of thoſe who have a zeal for thy 
glory, and compaſſion on the ignorant, and on 
them that are out of the way; 7 that many may 
be turned fm darkneſs to light, and from the 

|| See © the order for Viſitation of the Sick,“ 


in the Common Prayer Book. 
#2 Pet. ii. 20. 1 Heb, v.2, 4 1 Tim. i. 145 15. 
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power of Satan unto thee their God, || thro? the 

merits and mediation of Jeſus Chriſt our 

Lord. Amen. 7 
II. 


Private Prayer for the MoxxvING. * 


LORY be to thee, Lord God, moſt 


merciful, for all thy bleſſings vouch- 
ſafed to me, and particularly for thy preſer- 


vation of me this night paſt. 

O Lord, I am not worthy to lift up mine 
eyes unto thee; my ſins bear witneſs againſt 
me: But there is mercy with thee, therefore 
ſhalt thou be feared : pardon and pity me for. 
the ſake of thy bleſſed Son, my Lord and 
Saviour. 

I acknowledge my tranſgreſſions; and 
truly repent before thee: Oh give me thy 
grace, bleſſed Lord, to perſevere in the right 
path, and grant that I may henceforth never 
depart from it. 

To thee do I humbly dedicate myſelf, my 
ſoul and my body ; earneſtly beſeeching thee, 
who haſt created, redeemed, and preſerved 
me, to fill my ſoul with gratitude and thank- 
fulneſs for all thy mercies, and to enable me 
to walk worthy thy great loving kindneſs. 


Acts xxvi. 18. | 


* This and the following Prayer are deſigned 
for the private uſe of the Penitents in their cloſets. 
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4 | Tet thine eſpecial bleſſing be upon all my 
friends, and particularly on thoſe who are en- 
I gaged in the government or ſupport of this 

| houſe: Oh make it a houſe of ſalvation, not 
only to my ſoul, but to the ſouls of all its 
inhabitants ! : 

Aſſiſt me chearfully to perform the duties 
4 of the day following; and ſo poſſeſs me with 
1 an awful ſenſe of thy preſence, of thy dear 
Son's ſufferings, and of that future account 


1 ; which I muſt ſhortly give; that I may fear 
'F to offend thee, that I may continually ftrive 
K . to pleaſe thee : ” and let it be thy pleaſure, 
F | Father of mercies, and God of all comfort, 
1 ö ſo fully to pardon all that is paſt, and ſo com- 
'F 


| pletely to dire& me in all which is to come, 
| that I may not fail of eternal happineſs, 
1 through the merits and mediation of Jeſus 
1 Chriſt, in whoſe holy words I further call 
C | upon thee, ſaying, 


. UR Father, who art in heaven; Hal- 
ij | | | lowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
| | come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is 

i in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 
x And forgive*us our treſpaſſes, As we for- 
give them that treſpaſs againſt us. And lead 
þ | us 
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us not into temptation 3 But deliver us from 
evil, &c. Amen. 


III. 


Private Prayer for the Evening, 
NTER not into judgment with thy ſer- 
vant, O Lord; for in thy ſight ſhall no 
fleſh living be juſtified. 

Bleſſed be thy name, thou everlaſting and 
almighty Father, for thy gracious protection 
and preſervation of me this day 

Lord, thy mercies are not to be numbered : 
under a ſenſe of them, and of my own ma- 
nifold unworthineſs, I am aſhamed to lift up 
my face unto thee : but thou deſireſt not the 
death of a ſinner : thou didſt ſend thy dear 
Son into the world, that whoſoever believeth 
in him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
life; Lord, I believe, help thou mine unbe- 
lief: Lord, I repent, I grieve, I lament for 
my miſdoings; have mercy upon me, for 
thy great goodneſs ; for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, 
pity, pardon, and blot out all mine of- 
fences, 

Graciouſly vouchſafe unto me thy fatherly 
aſſiſtance, and the comfort of thy bleſſed 
Spirit, that I may be preſerved henceforth 
from all the defilements of iniquity: may ſerve 
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thee with a pure heart and quiet mind, and 
bring forth fruits meet for repentance. | 

To thee, Lord, do I humbly dedicate 
myſelf, my ſoul, and my body ; ftrengthen 
my good reſolutions, and preſerve me from 
all the allurements of the world, the fleſh, 
and the devil. 

Accept my moſt unfeigned thanks, for all 
thy mercies vouchſafed to me, but eſpecially 
for the bountiful proviſion made for my ſpi- 
ritual and temporal wants, in this houſe of 
refuge: Oh may thy blefling deſcend on the 
heads of all its inhabitants; may we be wiſe to 
know our own good, and to return the kind- 
neſs of our benefactors in unceaſing praiſe 
and thankſgiving. Bleſs them, O God, 
with thy choiceſt bleſſings: kindly remember 
all my friends and relations, and.be merciful 
to all mine enemies : grant me thy full for- 
giveneſs, as truly, O Lord, as I forgive all 
thoſe who have in any reſpect injured me. 

Truſting on thy Providence, I lay me 
down to ſleep: let my bed ever remind me of 
that hour, when I ſhall lie down in death, to 
awaken no, more in this world; under an 
awful ſenſe of which, may I live in conſtant 
preparation for that great event; which, if 

it 
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it ſhould happen this night (as every moment 
of our frail life is uncertain,) O Lord moſt. 
holy, O God moſt mighty, O holy and moſt 
merciful Father, for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, have 
mercy-on me ; pardon all that is paſt ; deliver 
me not into the bitter pains of eternal death; 
but take me under thy divine protection, and 
into thy kingdom of glory. Hear me, O 
Lord, for thy mercy is great, and thou haſt 
promiſed to receive the petitions of thoſe who 
alk in thy dear Son's name ; relying on who 
all-ſufficient merits, I conclude my imperfect 
prayers, in the words which he himſelf hath 
taught us. 


Our Father, &c. 


b IV. 
A Family Prayer for the EvEninG, 
(From Archbiſhop Wake ) * 


Emember not, Lord, our offences, nor 
the offences of our forefathers ; neither 


take thou vengeance of our ſins; ſpare us 
good Lord, ſpare thy people, whom thou 


This excellent Prayer is deſigned for the 
public uſe of the Penitents, and to be read by one 
of them in each of their awards. 


haft 
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haſt redeemed with thy moſt precious blood, 
and be not angry with us for ever, 


Anſwer. Spare us, good Lord. 
hi O God, we confeſs, with ſhame and con- 
bY fuſion of face, that we are not worthy of the 
leaſt regard from thee, whom we have fo 
much offended, and whoſe patience and 
long ſuffering we have ſo often and grievouſly 
abuſed. 

O Lord! we have ſinned, we have done 
wickedly, we have broken thy holy Com- 
mandments, by thought, word, and deed, 
by doing thoſe things which thou haſt forbid- 
den, and leaving undone the things which 
thou haſt commanded. And to make our- 
ſelves altogether ſinful, we have gone on in 
a continued courſe of ſin and rebellion againſt 
thee; and have perſiſted in it, notwithſtand- 
ing all the motions of thy holy Spirit, and 

the checks of our conſciences to the conti ary. 
Yea, this very day, we have not ceaſed to 
add new fins to all our former guilt “. And 
now, O God, what ſhall we ſay, or how 


ſhall we open our mouths, ſeeing we have 
* 


* Here let a ſhort flop be made, for every one to 
call to mind, wherein ſhe has «ffended the day before. 
done 
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done theſe things? O Lonp, to us belong 
ſhame and confuſion of face, becauſe we have 
rebelled againſt thee ; but with thee there is 
mercy, therefore ſhalt thou be feared, Have 
mercy upon us, O God, after thy great 
goodneſs, according to the multitude of thy 
mercies, do away our offences; waſh us 
thoroughly from our wickedneſs, and cleanſe 
us from our ſins ; and grant us grace fo truly 
to repent of, and turn from our evil doings, 
that our iniquities may not be our ruin, Give 
us a deep ſenſe of our fins paſt, and a hearty 
ſorrow and contrition for them. And ſo en- 
due us with the grace of thy holy Spirit, that 
for what remains of our lives, we may walk 
more circumſpectly before thee ;—redeeming 
the time, becauſe the days are evil. 

To this end, purify our ſouls from all cor- 
rupt deſires and affections; mortify all our 
carnal luſts and appetites ; make us as con- 
ſtant and zealous to deny, as we have been 
heretofore ready to gratify and indulge them. 
Raife up a ſpirit of piety and devotion, of 
love and charity, of humility and ſelf-denial 
within us; and grant that theſe, and all 
other Chriſtian graces and virtues, may in- 

' creaſe and abound in us. Remove from us 
all 


all envy, hatred, and malice, and whatſos 
ever elſe 1s contrary to our duty towards thee, 
or towards our neighbour ; and ſo eſtabliſh 
us in thy fear, that it may never depart from 
our minds ; but be a conſtant ſecurity to us 
againſt all thoſe temptations which either the 
devil, the world, or our own fleſh, ſhall 
hereafter miniſter unto us, to draw us into 
ſin, or to hinder us in our duty. | 
More particularly, we pray thee to pity 
and pardon whatſoever we have done amiſs 
this day: O let us not lie down ta reſt under 
thy diſpleaſure | But grant us that forgiveneſs 
of our ſins now, which we may never have 
any future opportunity to aſk of thee, 
[Accept our moſt ſincere thanks and praiſes 
for all thy mercies from time to time vouch- 
ſafed unto us, but eſpecially for thy particular 
providence in the ſingular bleſſings afforded 
us in this Houſe; make us duly ſenſible of 
them, duly thankful for them ; and grant us 
grace ſo to improve this precious ſeaſon of 
mercy, that we may obtain thy favour, and 
recover our loſt happineſs. And be pleaſed. 
to ſhed the*riches of thy love on the heads 
of all thoſe, who are any ways concerned in 
the management, goyernment, or ſupport. 
of 
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of this charitable deſign ; return their kindneſs 
fourfold into their boſoms, and bleſs their be- 
nevolent endeavours to the welfare of their 
own, and of every ſoul who ſhall partake of 
their tender and liberal bounty. ] 

Take us, O God, this night into thine eſ- 
pecial favour and protection: give thy holy 
Angels charge over us, that no evils may 
happen unto us, nor any dangers approach 
us, to diſturb our repoſe. Refreſh us with 
comfortable reſt; and raiſe us up in the 
morning with renewed ſtrength and vigour 
to praiſe thy name. And, now that we are 
about to lie down upon our bed of reſt, grant 
us grace ſeriouſly to ccnſider that time, 
when, in a little while, we ſhall lie down in 
the duſt: and ſince we know neither the day 
nor hour of our maſter's coming, make us ſo 
careful of our duty, and ſo watchful againſt 
ſin, that we may be always ready; that we 
may never live in ſuch a ſtate as we ſhould 
fear to die in; but that whether we live, we 
may live unto the Lord; or whether we die, 
we may die unto the Lord: ſo that whether 
we live or die, we may be thine, thro' Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, in whoſe moſt holy 
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name and words, we farther call upon thee, 
Saying, 
Our Father, &c. : 

The Almighty Gop, who is a ſtrong. 
tower of defence to all them that put their 
truſt in him; to whom all things in heaven 
and earth, and under the earth, do bow, 
and obey ; be now and evermore our defender 
and preſerver. 

Unto his gracious favour and protection, 
we moſt humbly commend ourſelves, and all 
that belong unto us; (eſpecially all of this 
houſe and family.) The Lord bleſs, and 
keep us. The Lord make his face to ſhine upon 
us, and be gracious unto us. The Lord lift 
up the light of his countenance upon us, and 
give us his peace, this night, and for ever- 
more. Amen. 
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V. 
A Prayer to be ufed during Sickneſs, * 


A 


of life and death,” give me grace to conſider 
N. B. If the ſick perſon is fo very ill that Ge cannot 
read this herſelf, ſhe may defire ſome friend to re- 
peat it to her, and then ſhe-may add at the concluſion 
ber hcarty Amen, 


Lmighty, ana moſt righteous Lord God, 


ein whoſe hands are the appointments 


that 


R „ 


that this my ſickneſs is of thy ſending; and 
to acknowledge as well the juſtice, as the 
mercifulneſs of thy vilitation, and my ſuffer- 
ings. May I look up to thee for ſtrength to 
bear, and grace to profit by it. It comes, 
O my Gop, as thy ſcourge for my fins, 
which is to make me ſee, feel, and avoid 
them; as thy medicine to cure my ſpiritual 
diſeaſes; and as thy fiery trial, which is to 
prove my virtues, and purge away my droſs. 
Let it not fail, Lord, to anſwer theſe gra- 
cious purpoſes, Bring to my mind all ſuch 
conſiderations, as may revive and ſuccour me, 
and raiſe me above all diſcouragements and 
fear; and let my thoughts under this viſita- 
tion, be only thoſe of love and thankfulneſs ; 
of reſignation and obedience ; of humility and 
hope in thy mercy. Give me patience, I 
beſeech thee, and a full truſt in thy moſt gra- 
cious promiſes, that I may entertain no evil 
ſurmiſes; nor ſhew any indecent carriage, 
which would add to my guilt, if I die; or to 
my remorſe and ſhame, if I live. 

Pity thy ſick ſervant, and leſſen my ſor- 
rows, O Father of mercies, out of compaſ- 
ſion to my weakneſs, Pardon my reſtleſs 


complainings, and ſuppart me under them by 
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thy comforts. Direct and recompenſe the 
labours and kindneſs of thoſe who charitably 
and friendly attend me in my ſickneſs, Keep 
me always ſubmiſſive and devout towards thee, 
and no ways impatient or ungrateful towards 
thoſe around me. May thy blefling ac- 
company all their endeavours for my good, 
and a'l the medicines I take. Put an end in 
due time to my diſeaſe, (or to my pains :) and 
£ither reſtore me to my ſtrength, health, and 
eaſe, granting me the mercies of a longer 
life, or elſe prepare me more immediately for 
a bleſſed and eternal life, for our Lord ] Esus 
CHRIST's ſake, who died for our fins, and 
roſe again for our juſtification, Amen, 

Hath Gcd mercifully reſtored you to health ? Surely 


** 
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'Bf you cannot doubt the obligations you lie under, to 


| te thaniful for his merc en. Dreadful 1NvEED, 
| THAT OUT OF TEN LEPERS WHO WEREZ 
| CLEANSED, only one Gould return to give thanks ! 
| Fu take ſpecial ca e that you follow not the example 
| ' of the nine, (See Luke xvii. 7.) for inflances of 
| fuch ingratitude are too common. 

| VI. 

| A Prayer after Recovery. 


| 1 and hearty thanks for having ſpared the life 


OS T' gracious and merciful God, the 
1 fountain of life, I return thee humble 


of 
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of thy ſervant; I adore thee as the Author of 
my Cure, and praiſe thee for the ſucceſs thou 
haſt given to thoſe applications which were 
the means of effecting it. May I remember 
the chaſtiſements, the inſtructions, and the 
deliverance I have received; and may I be 
enabled to perform the good reſolutions I _ 
made in my ſickneſs. As thou haſt conde- 
ſcended to hearken to the prayer of ſo finful 
a creature, may I call upon thee as long 
as I live!” Being made whole, may I * go 
away and fin no more, left a worſt thing come 
unto me!” Having known the bitterneſs of 
affliction, may I pity, and endeavour to relieve 
thoſe that labour under it. And may I never 
forget my obligations to thee, and the kind- 
neſs of thoſe about me (eſpecially my Benefac- 
tors of this Houſe). I humbly recommend 
them and myſelf to thy continued mercy, and 
everlaſting favour, through JEsus CHRIST, 
my Lord and Saviour. Amen. * 


See Stonhouſe's Advice to a Patient, &c. 
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VII. 
Some Inſtances of CHRIS T's Life, propoſed for 
Imitation, 


Extracted from Burkit's Expoſition of the New 
Teſtament. 


1. IS early piety. See Luke ii. 46, 47. 
2. His obedience to his earthly pa- 
rents. See Luke ii. 51. 

3. His unwearied diligence in doing good. 
See As x. 38. 

4. His humility and lowlineſs of mind. See 
Matt. xi. 29. 

5. The unblameableneſs and inoffenſiveneſs 
of his life and actions. See Matt. xix. 27. 

6. His eminent ſelf-denial. See Philip. 
ii., 7, 8. 

7. His contentment in a low and mean 
condition in this world. See Luke ix. 58. 
Phil. iv. 11. 

8. His frequent performance of the duty 
of private prayer. See Lute vi, 12. Mark 
i. 35. 

9. His affectionate performance of the duty 
of praiſe and thankſgiving. See Matt. xi. 25. 
John xi. 4F. 

10. His compaſſion towards thoſe who were 
miſe- 


P EF 4 ES XS: 8 


miſcrable, an in diſtreſs. See Mart. xx. 34. 

11. His ſpiritual, entertaining, and uſe- 
ful diſcourſe. See Luke xiv 7. xxiv. 13. 

12. His free, familiar, ſociable behaviour, 
See Matt. xi. 19. Lule v. 29. 

13. His patience under ſufferings and re- 
proaches. See 1 Pet. ii. 21, 22. 

14. His readineſs to forgive injuries. See 
Luke xxiii. 34. 

15. His laying to heart the ſins as well as 
ſufferings of others. See Mars iii. 5. 

16. His zeal for the public worſhip of God. 
See John ii. 17. 

17. His glorifying bis Father in all he did. 
See John xvii 4. 0 

18. His impartiality in reproving ſin. See 
Matt. xxii. 23. 

19. His univerſal obedience to his father's 
will, and chearful ſubmiſſion to his father's 
pleaſure. See Matt. xxvi. 29. 

20. His laws, and practice of univerſal holi- 
neſs both in heart and life. See Lute iv. 34. 


We muſt remember, © ſo to imitate Chriſt 
for our Pattern, as to acknowledge him for 
* our high-prieft and interceſſor, as we are 
taught in the following excellent prayer from 
the Liturgy, proper to be uſed at all ſeaſons. 
Almighty 
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EE © Be © * 


Lmighty God, who haſt given thine 
only Son to be unto us both a Sacrifice 
for ſin, and alſo an Example of godly life: 
give us grace that we may always moſt thank- 
fully receive that his ineſtimable benefit : and 
alſo daily endeavour ourſelves to follow the 
ſteps of his moſt holy life; and finally to be 
made partakers of his reſurrection, through 
the ſame Jeſus Chriſt, our mediator and 
advocate. Amen. 


g5> See the Advice to the Magdalens, p. 217 —18, 
and the Preface, 
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For the Uſe of the 


MAGDALEN CHAPEL. 


PSALM V. 


2 hear the voice of my complaint, 
Accept my ſecret pray'r ; 

To thee alone, my King, my God, 
Will 1 for help repair. 

Thou in the morn my voice ſhalt hear, 
And with the dawning day, 

To thee, devoutly, I'll look up, 
To thee, devoutly pray. 

For thou the wrongs the juſt ſuſtain, 
Can'ſt never, Lord, approve ; 

Who from thy ſacred dwelling-piace, 
All evil doſt remove. 


Then let all thoſe who truſt in thee, 
With ſhouts their joy proclaim : 

Let them rejoyce, whom thou preſerv'ſt, 

And all that love thy name. 
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350 PSALM IX. 


To righteous men the righteous Lord 
His bleſſing will extend ; 

And with his favour all his Saints, 
As with a ſhield defend, 


PSALM TIX. 
© thy celebrate thy praiſe, O Lord, 


We will our hearts prepare ; 
To all the liſt'ning world thy works, 
Thy wond'rous works declare, 


Thou ſhalt forever live, who haſt 
A righteous throne prepar'd, 


Impartial juſtice to diſpenſe, 


To puniſh or reward. 


Thou art a conſtant ſure defence, 
Againſt oppreſſing rage: 

When troublcs riſe, thy needful aid 
In our behalf engage. 


All thoſe who have thy goodneſs prov'd, 
Will in thy truth confide; 

Thy mercy ne'er forſook the man 
Who on thy help rely'd. 


Sing praiſes therefore to the Lord, 
From Sion his abode ; 


Proclaim his deeds, til! all the world 


Conſeſs nd other God. 


PSALM 


PSALM XVII. 357 


O change of times ſhall ever ſhock 
My firm affection, Lord, to thee; 
For thou haſt always been a rock, 
A fortreſs, and defence to me. 


Thou my deliv'rer art, my God; 

My truſt is in thy mighty pow'r: 
Thou art my ſhield from foes abroad, 

At home my ſafeguard, and my tow'r. 


Thou ſuit'ſt, O Lord, thy righteous ways 
To various paths of human kind ; 
Thoſe who for mercy merit praiſe, 
With thee ſhall wond'rous mercy find. 


Thou to the juſt ſhalt juſtice ſhew, 
The pure thy purity ſhall fee ; 
Such as perverſely chuſe to go, 
Shall meet with due returns from thee, 


For God's deſigns ſhall ſtill ſucceed ; 
His word ſhall bear the utmoſt teſt ; 

He's a ſtrong ſhield to all that need, 
And on his ſure protection reſt. 


Who, then, deſerves to be ador'd, 

But G 1, on whom my hopes depend ? 
Or who, except the mighty Lord, 

Can with reſiſtleſs pow'r defend? 
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252 PSALM XIX. XXII. 


HE ſpacious ſirmament on high, 
With all the blue etherial ſky, 

And ſpangled heavens, a ſhining frame, 
Their great Original proclaim. 
Th'unwearied ſun from day to day 
Does his Creator's pow'r diſplay 
And publiſhes to ev'ry land 
The work of an Almighty hand. 


Soon as the ev'ning ſhades prevail, 

The Moon takes up the wond'rous tale, 
And nightly to the liſt'ning earth 
Repeats the ſtory of her birth : 

Whilſt all the ſtars that round her burn, 
And all the planets in their turn, 
Confirm the tidings as they roll, 

And ſpread the truth from pole to pole. 


W hat though in ſolemn filence all 
Move round this dark terreſtrial ball ; 
What though nor real voice nor ſound 
Amid their radiant orbs be found : 

In reaſon's ear they all rejoice, 

And utter forth a glorious voice 

For ever ſinging as they ſhine, 

& The hand that made us is divine,” 


| P S ALM XXII. 
E worſhippers of Jacob's God, 
All ye of Iſr'el's line, 
O praiſe the Lord, and to your praiſe 
Sincere obedience join. 


He 


Te 


PSALM XXIII. 353 


He ne'er diſdain'd on low diſtreſs 
To caſt a gracious eye | 

Nor turn'd from poverty his face, 
But hears its humble cry. 


'Tis his ſupreme prerogative 
Over ſubject-Kings to reign 3 

'Tis juſt that He ſhould rule the world, 
Who does the world ſuſtain. 


The rich, who are with plenty fed, 
His bounty muſt confeſs ; 

The ſons of want, by him reliev'd, 
Their gen'rous patron bleſs, 


With humble worſhip to his throne 

They all for aid reſort : 

That Pow'r which firſt their beings gave, 
Can only them ſupport. 


O may a choſen ſpotleſs race, 
Devoted to his name, 

To their admiring heirs his truth, 
And glorious acts proclaim | 


PSALM XXIII. 


== Lord my paſture ſhall prepare, 
And feed me with a ſhepherd's care; 

His preſence ſhall my wants ſupply, 

And guard me with a watchful eye: 

My noon-day walks he ſhall attend, 

And all my midnight hours defend, 


2 When 


354 PSALM XXV. 


When in the ſultry glebe J faint, 

Or on the thirſty, mountain pant, 
To fertile vales and dewy meads 

My weary wand'ring ſteps he leads, 
Where peaceful rivers, ſoft and ſlow, 
Amid the verdant landſkip flow. 


Though in the paths of death J tread, 
With gloomy horrors overſpread ; 

My ſteadfaſt heart ſhall fear no ill, 

For thou, O Lord, art with me ſtill : 
Thy friendly crook ſhall give me aid, 

And guide me through the dreadful ſhade, 


Though in a bare and rugged way, 
Through devious lonely wilds I ſtray, 
Thy bounty ſhall my pains beguile, 

The barren wilderneſs ſhall ſmile, 

With ſudden greens and herbage crown'd; 
And ſtreams ſhall murmur all around, 


PSAL MM XXV. 
O God, in whom ! truſt, 
I lift my heart and voice 
O let me not be put to ſhame, 
Nor let my foes rejoice, 


Since mercy is the grace 
That moſt exalts thy fame; 
Forgive my heinous ſin, O Lord, 
And fo advance thy Name, 


PSALM XXXIIl, 355 


Let all my youthful crimes 
Be blotted out by thee : : 
And, for thy wond'rous goodneſs ſake, 
In mercy think on me. 
Do thou with tender eyes 
My ſad affliction ſee : | . 
Acquit me, Lord, and from my guilt 
Entirely ſet me free. 
Let all my righteous acts 
To full perfection riſe ; 
Becauſe my firm and conſtant hope 
On thee alone relies. 


PS ALM XXXIII. 
1 all the juſt to God with joy 
Their chearful voices raiſe ; 
For well the righteous it becomes, 
To ſing glad ſongs of praiſe, 
Moſt faithful is the word of God, 
His works with truth abound ; 
He juſtice loves, and all the earth 
Is with his goodneſs crown'd, 
By his almighty word at firſt 
The heav'nly arch was reat'd ; 
And all the beauteous hoſts of light 
At his command appear'd. 
Whate'er the mighty Lord decrees, 
Shall ſtand for ever ſure ; 
The ſettled purpoſe of his heart 
To ages ſhall endure, 
2 2 PSALM 


1 356 PSALM XXXIV. LI. 
| [ HRO' all the changing ſcenes of life, 


it In trouble, and in joy; 
1 The praiſes of my God ſhall ſtill 
FR My heart and tongue employ. 
1 Of his deliv'rance I will boaſt, 


. Till all who are diſtreſt, 

Ws From my example comfort take, 

ö Mil And charm their grief to reſt, 

11 Oh make but trial of his love! 

144 Experience will decide | 

. How bleſt they are, and only they, 
fl Who in his truſt confide. 


Fear him, ye ſaints, and ye will then 
Have nothing elſe to fear; 

Make ye his ſervice your delight, 
Your wants ſhall be his care. 


PSALM LI. 
H' mercy, Lord, on me, 
As thou wert ever kind; 
Let me, oppreſt with loads of guilt, 
Thy wonted mercy find. 
Waſh off my foul offence, 
And cleanſe me from my fin; 
For I confeſs my crime, and ſee 
How great my guilt has been. 
Againſt thee only, Lord, 
And only in thy ſight 
Have I tranſgreſs'd, and tho* condemn'd, 
Muſt own thy judgments right. 
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Blot 


PSALM LII. 


Blot out my crying ſins, . 
Nor me in anger view 3 

Create in me a heart that's clean, 
An upright mind renew. 


Withdraw not thou thy help, 4 
Nor caſt me from thy ſight ; 
Nor let thy Holy Spitit take 
It's everlaſting flight. 
The joy thy favour gives, 
Let me again obtain : 
And thy free Spirit's firm ſupport, 
My fainting ſoul ſuſtain. 
PSALM LVII. 
() God, my heart is fix'd, is bent, 
It's thankful tribute to preſent ; 
And with my heart my voice Fll raiſe, 
To thee, my God, in ſongs of praiſe. 


Awake my glory, harp, and lute, 
No longer let your ſtrings be mute ; 
And I, my tuneful part to take, 
Will with the early dawn awake. 


Thy praiſes, Lord, I will reſound 
To all the liſt'ning nations round; 
Thy mercy higheſt heav'n tranſcends, 
Thy truth beyond the clouds extends. 


Be thou, O God, exalted high ; 
And as thy glory fills the ſky, 
So let it be on earth diſplay'd, 


Till thou art here as there obey'd. 
R 3 P>ALM 


358 PSALM LXXXVI. XCV. 
= my complaint, O Lord my God, 


Thy gracious ear incline ; 
Hear me, diſtreſt, and deſtitute 
Of all relief but thine, 


Do thou, O God, preſerve my ſoul, 
That does thy name adore ; 


Thy ſervant keep, and him, whoſe truſt 
Relies on thee, reſtore. 


To me, who daily thee invoke, - 
'Thy mercy, Lord, extend ; 
Refreſh thy ſervant's ſoul, whoſe hopes 
On thee alone depend. 
Thou, Lord, art good, not only good, 
But prompt to pardon too ; 
Of plenteous mercy to all thoſe 
Who for thy mercy ſue. 


PS AL M XCV. 
Come, loud anthems let us ſing, 
Loud thanks to our almighty king 
For we our voices high ſhould raiſe, 
When our ſalvation's Rock we praiſe. 
Into his preſence let us haſte, 
To thank bim for his favour paſt: 
To him addreſs in joy ful ſongs 
The praiſe that to his name belongs. 


For God, the Lord, enthron'd in ſtate, 
Is with unrival'd glory great; 

A king ſuperior far to all 

Whom kings on earth we mortals call. 
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PSALM C. 359 


O let us to his courts repair, 

And bow with adoration there : 
Down on our knees devoutly all 
Before the Lord our Maker fall. 


For he's our God, our Shepherd he; 
His Flock and paſture ſheep are we : 
Then let us (like his flock) draw near, 
His goſpel's facred truth to hear, 


PSALMC 


ITH one conſent let all the earth 
To God their chearful voices raiſe ; 
Glad homage pay with awful mirth, 
And ſing before him ſongs of praiſe, 


Convinc'd that he is God alone, 
From whom both we and all proceed ; 
We, whom he chuſes for his own; 


The flock that he vouchſafes to feed. 


O enter then his temple gate, 
Thence to his courts devoutly preſs, 
And ſtill your grateful hymns repeat, 
And ſtill his name with praiſes bleſs, 


For he's the Lord ſupremely good ; 
His mercy is for ever ſure: 

His truth, which always firmly ſtood, 
To endleſs ages ſhall endure, 


PSALM 
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26 PSALM Cvl. CXVI. 


Render thanks to God above, 
The fountain of eternal love: 


Whoſe mercy firm thro” ages paſt 
Has ſtood, and ſhall for ever laſt. 


Who can his mighty deeds expreſs, 
Not only vaſt, but numberleſs ? 
What mortal eloquence can raiſe 
His tribute of immortal praiſe ? 
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: 4 Happy are they, and only they, 
WEL Who from thy judgments never ſtray : 
WEN Who knows what's right, — not only ſo, 
11 But always practice what they know. 
j "0 Extend to me that favour, Lord, 
1 i | Thou to thy choſen doſt afford ; 
/ | 1, When thou return'ſt to ſet them free, 
144 Let thy ſalvation viſit me 
| 4 i O may I worthy prove to ſee 
144 Thy ſaints in full proſperity; 


That the joyful choir may join, 
And count thy people's triumph mine, 
PSA L M CEXYL 
M* ſoul with grateful thoughts of love 
Entirely is poſſeſt; 
Becauſe the Lord vouchſaf'd to hear 
The voice of my requeſt. 
Since he has now his ear inclin'd, 
I never will deſpair; 
But ſtill, in all the ſtraits of life, 
To him addreſs my pray'r. 
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PSALM CXIX. 


When death alarm'd me, he remoy'd 
My dangers and my fears ; 

My feet from falling he ſecur'd, 
And dry'd my eyes from tears. 
zen, free from penſive cares, my ſoul, 
Reſume thy wouted reſt ; 

For God has wond'rouſly to thee 
His bounteous love expreſt. 

The future years of fleeting life, 
Which God to me ſhall lend, 

Will I in praiſes to his name, 
And in his ſervice ſpend. 


PS ALM CXIX. 
O me, O Lord, thy grace reſtore, 
That I again may live; 
Whoſe ſoul can reliſh no delight, 
But what thy precepts give. 
In thy bleſt ſtatutes let my heart 
Continue always ſound ; 
That guilt and ſhame (the ſinner's lot) 
May never me confound. 
My ſoul with long expeCtance hopes 
To ſee thy ſaving grace; 
And ſtill on thy unerring word 
My confidence I place. 
Thy wonted kindneſs, Lord, reſtore, 
To cheer my drooping heart; 
That from thy righteous ſtatutes I 
May never more depart. 


361 


PSALM 


— —2 
5 _—_ r 
* 


=. Jay 
— — —_ 
_ - 
6362 C9 et * 
* 0; ͥ 


— 


—— — 
—— ” 
FL . — 


*. Sn 


XY" _ : 
2 — <> = * L I — — — — 3 2 = — a 
2 4 1 . = a y — 2 - —— = _ - — : 
DT 7 Ws: - 2 ns — —— - . — 
— = api 2 G — * * 6 * 
** w . - — - — 1 1 _ 
—— — —— — ö | 88 : * 
a 5 _— : 22 . „rns F | 5712 — — 232 — _ : 
- * — m 8 F + 54 _ ” . = — — 
—— ——— Se — 2 Ba — 12 * — a 
* * 
* > #4 „ a* >” * 
1 * - - L — — * 1 42 * : 3 4 22 5 n ä " * 


— — ——_ —— — 
2 
A " Ry 


wes eg tay ar ery 
* ＋ » 
«=. A 


- — 
1 oy 
— OY. 
» 


k. Sx 
— — 
- n 
—— 
8 F- * 


362 PSALM Cxxx. 


ROM loweſt depths of woe, 
To God J ſent my cry; 
Lord, hear my ſupplicating voice, 
And graciouſly reply. 


Should'ſt thou ſeverely judge, 
Who can the trial bear ?— 

But thou forgiv'ſt, leſt we deſpond, 
And quite renounce thy fear. 


My ſoul with patience waits 
For thee, the living Lord ; 

My hopes are on thy promiſe built, 
Thy never-failing word, 


My longing eyes look out 
For thy enliv'ning ray 

More duly than the morning watch, 
To ſpy the dawning day. 


Let Iſr'el truſt in God, 
No bounds his mercy knows; 

The plenteous ſource and ſpring from whence 
Eternal ſuccour flows. 


W hoſe friendly ſtreams to us 

Supplies in want convey ; 

A healing ſpring, a ſpring to cleanſe, 
And waſh our guilt away, 


8 PSALM 


PSALM cxxxvl. 


O God, the mighty Lord, 
Our joyful thanks repeat; 
To him the praiſe afford, 
Whoſe mercies are ſo great. 


For God doth prove 
Our conſtant friend; 
His boundleſs love 
Shall never end. 


To him whoſe pow'r hath made 
The heav'ns with mighty hand, 

And ocean wide hath ſpread 
Around the ſpacious land, 


For God, &c. 


Thro' heav'n he did diſplay 

The num'rous hoſts of light ; 
The ſun, to rule the day, 

The moon and ſtars, the night, 


For God, &c. 
He doth the food ſupply 
On which all creatures live : 


To God who reigns on high, 
Eternal praiſes give. 


For God, &c. 
PS AL M CXXXIX. 


363 


1 thou my ways haſt ſearch'd, and known 


My riſing up, my fitting down; 
To thee are my conceptions brought, 
Ere they are form'd into a thought, 


Thine 


364 PSALM CxLIII. 


Thine eye my bed and path ſurveys, 

My public haunts, and private ways ; 
Thou know'ſ whate'er my lips would vent, 
My yet unutter'd words' intent. 


Surrounded by thy power I ſtand, 
On every fide I find thy hand; 
Wiſdom for human ſearch too high ! 
Too dazzling bright for mortal eye! 


Let me acknowledge, O my God, 

That ſince the maze of life I've trod, 

'The bounties of thy love ſurmount 

The power of numbers to recount, 

Search, try, O God, my thoughts and * 
If evil lurks in any parte; 

Correct me where I go aſtray, 

And guide me in thy perfect way. 

PS ALM CXLUL 
1 hear my pray'r, and to my cry 
Thy wonted audience bend; 

In thy ary faith and truth, 
A gracious anſwer ſend. . 


Nor at thy ſtrict tribunal bring 
'Thy ſervant to be try'd ; 

For in thy ſight no living man 
Can e'er be juſtify'd. 

To thee my hands in humble pray'r 
I fervently ſtretch out ; 

My ſoul for thy refreſhment thirſts, 
Like land oppreſs'd with drought. 


— 


PS ALM CXLV. 


Thy kindneſs early let me hear, 
Whoſe truſt on thee depends; 

Teach me the way where I ſhould go; 
My ſoul to thee aſcends, 

Thou art my God, thy righteous will 
Inſtruct me to obey ; 

Let thy good ſpirit guide and keep 
My ſoul in the right way. 

PSAL M CXLV. 


= Lord ſupports all them that fall, 


And makes the proſtrate riſe ; 
For his kind aid all creatures call, 
Who timely food ſupplies. 
Whate'er their various wants require, 
Wich open hand he gives; 
And fo fulfils the juſt deſite 
Of ev'ry thing that lives. 
He grants the full defires of thoſe 
Who him with fear adore ; 
And will their troubles ſoon compoſe, 
When they his aid implore. 
The Lord preſerves all thoſe with care, 
Whom grateful love employs ; 
Bat finners, who his vengeance dare, 
With furious rage deſtroys, 
My time to come, in praiſes ſpent, 
Shall {till advance his fame, 
And all mankind with one conſent, 
For ever bleſs his name, 
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Praiſe the Lord, and thou, my ſoul, 
For ever bleſs his name; 
His wondrous love, while lite ſhall laſt, 
My conſtant praiſe ſhall claim. 


The Lord, who made both heav'n and earth, 
And all that they contain, 

Will never quit his ſtedfaſt truth, 
Nor make his promiſe vain. 


The poor oppreſt, from all their wants 
Are eas'd by his decree; 

He gives the hungry needful food, 
And ſets the pris'ners free. 


By him the blind receive their ſight, 
The weak and fall'n he rears; 
With kind regard and tender love, 

He for the righteous cares. 


The ſtranger he preſerves from harm, 
The orphan kindly treats; 

Defends the widow, and the wiles 
Of wicked men defeats. 


The God that does in Sion dwell, 
Is our eternal king; | 

From age to age his reign endures ; 
Let all his praiſes fing, 
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O Praiſe ye the Lord, 
Prepare your glad voice, 
His praiſe in the joy ful 
Aſſembly to ling. 
In our great creator 
Let Iſr'el rejoice ; 
And children of Sion 
Be glad in their king, 


Let them his great name 
Extol in the dance; 
With timbrel and harp 
His praiſes expreſs ; 
Who always takes pleaſure 
His faints to advance 
And with his ſalvation 
The humble to bleſs. 


With glory adorn'd, 
His people ſhall ſing 
To God, who their beds 
With ſafety does ſhield ; 
Their mouths fill'd with praiſes 
Of him, their great king, 
Shall ſongs of thankſgiving 
Triumphantly yield. 
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Thus ſhall they declare, 
That fn to deſtroy, 
And men to redeem, 

The Son of God came: 
Cuch honour and triumph 
His ſaints ſhall enjoy; 

O therefore for ever 
Exalt his great name! 


PSALM CL, 
ET the fhrill trumpet's warlike Voice, 
Make rocks and hills his praiſe rebound; 
Praiſe him with harp's melodious noiſe, 


And gentle pſaltry's ſilver ſound, 


Let virgin-troops ſoft timbrels bring, 
And ſome with graceful motion dance; 
Let inſtruments of various ſtring, 


With organs join'd, his praiſe advance, 
Let them who joyful hymns compoſe, 
To cymbals ſet their ſongs of praiſe z 
Cymbals of common uſe, and thoſe 
T hat loudly ſound on ſolemn days, 


HYMNS 


GLORIA PATRI. 369 
Common Metre. 
O Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
The God whom we adore, * 


Be glory, as it was, is now, 
And ſhall be evermore. 


To God, our benefaQtor, bring 
The tribute of your praiſe ; 

Too ſmall for an almighty King, 
But all that we can raiſe. 


Glory to thee, bleſt Three in One, 
The God whom we adore: 

As was, and is, and ſhall be done, 
When time ſhall be no more. 


Long Metre. 
To Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
The God whom earth and heav'n adore, 
Be glory, as it was of old, 
Is now, and ſhall be evermore. 


Short Metre, « 
To God the Father, Son, 


And Spirit, glory be ; 
As *twas, and is, and ſhall be ſo, 
To all eternity, 
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As the 37th, and ſome other Pſalms, 
To Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
The God whom Heav'n's triumphant Hoſt, 
And ſuffering Saints on earth adore, 
Be Glory, as in ages paſt, 
As now it is, and ſo ſhall laſt, 
When time itſelf exiſts no more. 


As Pſalm 100, and many others of Eight Syllables. 


Praiſe God, from whom all bleſſings flow, 


Praiſe him all creatures here below : 
Praiſe him above, angelic hoſt : 
Praiſe Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
As Pſalm 136, 148. 

To God the Father, Son, 

And Spirit ever bleſt, 
Eternal Three in once, 

All worſhip be addreſt, 

As heretofore 
It was, is now 
And ſhall be ſo 
Forever more. 
As Pſalm 149. 

By Angels in Heav'n 

Of ev'ry degree, 
And Saints upon Earth, 

All praiſe be addreſt, 
To God in Three perſons, 

One God ever-bleſt ; 
As it has been, now is, 


And always ſhall be, HYMNS 
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For the Uſe of the 


MAGDALEN-CHARITY, 


HFT. ® 


Fir the MORNING. 
By Biſhop K EN N. 


LA ts my ſoul, and with the ſun 
Thy daily ſtage of duty run : 

Shake off dull ſloth, and early riſe, 

To pay thy morning ſacrifice. 


[Redeem thy miſ-ſpent moments paſt, - 
And live this day, as if *twere laſt : 
Thy talents to improve take care; 

For the great day thyſelf prepare. 


Let all thy converſe be ſincere, 

Thy conſcience, as the noon- day clear; 
For God's all- ſeeing eye ſurveys ; 
Thy fecret thoughts, thy works, and ways. 


This Hymn being too long to be ſung at one 
time, all within the crotchets [] may be omitted. 


Wake, 


372 HYMN I. 


Wake, and lift up thyſelf, my heart, 


And with the angels bear thy part; 
Who, all night long, unwearied ſing 
High glory to th' eternal K ing. 


I wake, I wake, ye heavenly choir, 
May your devotion me inſpire : 
That I, like you, my age may ſpend ; 
Like you, may on my God attend. 


May I, like you, in God delight ; 
Have all day long my God in fight ; 
Perform, like you, my Maker's will ; 
O! may I never more do ill.] 


Glory to thee, who ſafe haſt kept, 
And haſt refreſh'd me whilſt I ſlept ; 


Grant, Lord, when I from death ſhall wake, 
I may of endleſs life partake |! 


Lord, I my vows to thee renew; 

Scatter my fins as morning dew : 

Guard my firſt ſprings of thought and will, 
And with thyſelf my ſpirit fill. 


Direct, controul, ſuggeſt this day, 

All I deſign, or do, or fay : 

That all my pow'rs, with all their might, 
In thy ſole glory may unite. 
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Praiſe God, from whom all bleflings flow; 
Praiſe him, all creatures here below: 
Praiſe him above, angelic hoſt : 


Praiſe, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft. 
HYMN 


HYMN EH 371 


Fir the EVENING. 
By the ſame. 
LORY to thee, my God, this night, 


For all the bleſſings of the light: 
Keep me, O keep me, King of Kings, 
Under thy own almighty wings. 
Forgive me, Lord, for thy dear Son, 
The ills which I this day have done; 
That with the world, myſelf, and thee, 
I, ere I fleep, at peace may be. 

* [Teach me to live, that I may dread 
The grave as little as my bed; | 
Teach me to die, that ſo I may 

With joy behold the judgment-day. 
Let my bleſt guardian, while I ſleep, 
His watchful ſtation near me keep: 
My heart with love celeſtial fill, 

And guard from the approach of ill. 
Lord, let my ſoul for ever ſhare, 

The bliſs of thy paternal care ; 

Tis heav'n on earth, *tis heav'n above, 
To ſee thy face, and ſing thy love.] 
Shou'd Death itſelf my ſleep invade, 
Why ſhou'd I be of Death afraid ? 
Protected by thy ſaving arm, 

Tho' he may cike, he cannot harm. 
For death is life, and labour reſt, 

If with thy gracious preſence bleſt : 
Then welcome fleep, or death to me, 
I'm ftill ſecure, for ſtill with Thee! 


N * The three Stanzas within crotchets are commonly 
omitted in ſinging at the Chapel. | 
Praiſe 


\ 
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Praiſe God, from whom all bleſſings flow, 

Praiſe hick, all creatures here below : 

Praiſe him above, angelic hoſt : 

Praiſe Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 
ST axN UL 


The CHRIsTIAN's HOPE. 
From the Spectator. 


HEN riſing from the bed of death, 
O'erwhelm'd with guilt and fear, 
I fee my Maker, face to face ; 
O how ſhall I appear 


If yet, while pardon may be found, 
And mercy may be ſought, 

My heart with inward horror ſhrinks, 
And trembles at the thought ; 


When thou, O Lord, ſhall ſtand diſclos'd 
In majeſty ſevere, 


And lit in judgment on my ſoul, 
O how ſhall I appear ! 


But thou haſt told the troubled _ 
Who does her ſins lament, 

The timely tribute of her tears 
Shall endleſs woe prevent. 


Then ſee the forrows of my heart, 
Ere yet it be too late; 

And hear my Saviour's dying groans, 
To give thoſe ſorrows weight, 


For never ſhall my ſoul deſpair, 
Fer pardon to procure, . 
Who knows thy only Son has dy'd, | 
To. make her pardon fure. HYMN 


HYMN IV. 


On GRATITUDE, 
From the ſame. 


9 all thy mercies, O my God, 


My riſing ſoul ſurveys ; 
Tranſported with the view, I'm loſt 
In wonder, love, and praiſe. 


O how ſhall words with equal warmth, 


The gratitude declare, 
That glows within my raviſh'd heart 
But Thou can'ſt read it there. 


Thy providence my life ſuſtain'd, 
And all my wants redreſt, 

When in the ſilent womb 1 lay, 
And hung upon the breaſt. 


To all my weak complaints and cries 
Thy mercy lent an ear, 

Ere yet my feeble thoughts had learnt, 
To form themſelves in prayer. 


Unnumber'd comforts on my ſoul 
Thy tender care beſtow'd, 

Before my infant heart conceiv'd 
From whom thoſe comforts flow'd. 


When worn by ſickneſs, oft haſt thou 
With health renew'd my face : 

And, when in fin and ſorrow ſunk, 
Reviv'd my foul with grace. 


Ten thouſand thouſand precious gifts 
My daily thanks employ ; 

Nor is the leaſt a chearful heart, 
That taſtes thoſe gifts with joy. 


Through 


376 ANR 


Through ev'ry period of my life 
Thy goodneſs I'll purſue ; 
And after death in diſtant worlds 
The glorious theme renew. 


When nature fails, and day and night 
Divide thy works no more; 

My ever-grateful heart, O Lord, 
Thy mercy ſhall adore, 


HTMM- Vv. 


The Excellency of the BIBLE. 
. Watts. 


REAT God! with wonder and with praiſe 
On all thy works I look : 
But ſtill thy wiſdom, pow'r, and grace, 
Shine brighter in thy book. 


The ſtars that in their courſes rol], 
Have much inſtruction given; 
But thy good word informs my ſoul 

How I may ſoar to heaven, 


The fields provide me food, and ſhew 
The goodneſs of the Lord; 

But fruits of life and glory grow 
In thy moſt holy word. 


Here are my choiceſt treaſures hid, 
Here my beſt comfort lies; 
Here my deſirès are ſatisfy'd, 
And hence my hopes ariſe. 


Lord, | 


. HYMN VL 


Lord, make me underſtand thy law, 
Shew what my faults have been; 

And from thy goſpel let me draw 
Pardon for all my fin. 


Here would I learn how Chriſt has dy'd, 
To ſave my ſoul from hell: 
Not all the books on earth beſide 
Such heav'nly wonders tell. | 
Then let me love thy ſcriptures more, 
And, with renew'd delight, 
By day read all thy wonders o'er, 
And meditate by night. | 
HYMN VI. 
On the SABBATH-. 
By Dr. Dopo R ID x. 
ORD of the Sabbath, hear us pray, 
In this thy houſe, on this thy day; 
Accept, as grateful ſacrifice, 
ne ſongs which from thy ſervants riſe. 


Thine earthly Sabbaths, Loxp, we love; 
But there's a nobler REST above: 

Oh that we might that REST attain, 
From ſin, fron. ſorrow, and from pain! 


In thy bleſt kingdom we ſhall be 
From every mortal trouble free : 

No groans {hall mingle with the ſongs 
Reſounding from immortal tongues, 


No rude alarms of raging foes ; 

No cares to break the long repoſe ; 
No midnight ſhade, no clouded ſun, 
But ſacred, high, eternal noon, 
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378 HYMN VII. 
O long- expected day ! begin; 


Dawn on theſe realms of woe and fin: 
Fain would we leave this weary load, 
To ſleep i in death, and reſt with Goo, 


T 


For the SACRAMENT. 
By Dr. WATTS. 


OW are thy glories here diſplay'd, 
Great God] how bright they ſhine, 
While, at thy word, we break the bread, 
And pour the flowing wine! 


Here thy avenging Juſtice ſtands, 
And pleads its dreadful cauſe ; 
Here ſaving Mercy ſpreads her hands, 

Like Jeſus on the croſs. 


Thy ſaints attend with ev'ry grace 
On this great ſacrifice ; 

And Love appears with chearful face, 
And Faith with fixed eyes. 


Zeal and Revenge perform their part, 

And riſing {in deſtroy; 
Repentance comes with aching heart, 
Yet not forbids the Joy. 


Dear Saviowr ! change our Faith to Sight, 
Let fin forever die; 

Then ſhall our ſouls be all delight, 

And ev ry tear be dry. 


HYMN VIII. IX 370 


On CHRISTMAS Day. 
By Dr. Dop DR TD GE. 


IGH let us ſwell our tuneful notes, 
And join th' angelic threng ; 
For angels no ſuch love! have known, 
T' awake a chearful ſong. 


Good- will to ſinful men is ſhewn, 
And peace on earth is given; 

For lo! th'incarnate Saviour comes 
With meſſages from heaven. 


Juſtice and grace, with ſweet accord, 
His riſing beams adorh ; 

Let heav'n and earth in concert join ! 
To us a child is born.” 


GLory to God in higheſt ſtrains, 
In higheft worlds be paid ; 
His glory by our lips proclaim'd, 
And by our lives difplay'd ! - 
When ſhall we reach thoſe bliſsful realms 
Where CHR1sT exalted reigns ; 
And learn of the celeſtial choir 
Their own immortal ſtrains ! 


HFP MN IX. 
On the NEw YEAR. 
By the ſame. 
0D of my life! thy conſtant care 
With bleſſings crowns the op'ning year; 
This guilty life thou doſt prolong, 
And wake anew my annual ſong. 
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How many kindred ſouls are fled 
To the vaſt regions of the dead, 


Since from this day the changing ſun 
IThro' his laſt yearly period run? 

W᷑E yet ſurvive ; but who can ſay, 

Or thro? the year, or month, or day, 

I will retain this vital breath; 

Thus far, at leaſt, in league with death 


That breath is thine, eternal Gop; 
Tis thine to fix my ſoul's abode : 
It holds its life from thee alone, 

On earth, or in the world unknown. 


* 
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To thee our ſpirits we reſign; 
Make them, and own them, ſtill as thine; 


So ſhall they ſmile ſecure from fear, 
Tho' death ſhould blaſt the riſing year. 


HYMN X. 
On the Pass lo x. 
ROM whence theſe dire portents around, 
That earth and heav'n amaze? 
Wherefore do earthquakes cleave the ground ? 
Why bides the ſun his rays ? 
Not thus did Six a1's trembling head 
With ſacred horror nod, 
Beneath the dark pavilion ſpread 
Oft the daſcending God! 
W hat tongue the tortures can declare 
Of this vindictive hour ? 
Wrath he alone had will to ſhare, 
As he alone had pow'r ! 


HYMN XL 381 
See, ſtreaming from the fatal tree, 
His all-atoning blood 
Is this the Infinite Tis He 
My SAv1ouR, and my God | 


For me thefe pangs his ſoul aſſail, 
For me the death is borne | _ 

My fin gave ſharpneſs to the nail, 
And pointed ev'ry thorn. 


Let fin no more my ſoul enſlave; 
Break, Lord, the tyrant's chain; 
Oh fave me, whom thou cam'ft to ſave, 
Nor bleed or die in vain ! 


HYMN XI. 
For EAS TER. 


JESUS Chriſt is riſen to day,.— Hallelujah 
+" Our triumphant holyday ; 

Who did once upon the croſs, 

Suffer to redeem our loſs, 


Hymns of praiſe then let us ſing 
Unto Chriſt, our heavenly king; 
Who endur'd the croſs, and grave, 
Sinners to redeem and fave. 


But the pains which heendur'd, 
Our ſalvation have procur'd ; 
Now he reigns, triumphant king, 


Where the angels ever ſing, — Hallelujah! 


* B b 3 HYMN 


at HYMN XII. 


For W u1T- SUNDAY. 
By Mr. Da VDE N. 


| dm ory Spirit by whoſe aid 


The world's foundations firſt were laid: 
Come, viſit every pious mind, 
Come, pour thy joys on human kind! 


From fin and forrow ſet us free, 
And make thy temples worthy thee : 
Illumine our dull darken'd fight, 


Thou ſource of uncreated light, 


Thrice holy fount | thrice holy fire! 
Our hearts with heavenly love inſpire: 
Come, and thy ſacred unCtion bring, 
Jo ſanctify us while we ing. 

Plenteous of Grace, deſcend from high, 
Rich in thy feven-fold energy 


Thou ſtrength of His almighty hand, 


Whoſe power does heaven and earth mend 


Proceeding Spirit, our defence, 
Who doſt the gifts of grace diſpenſe: 
Feeble alas ! we are, and frail ; 

Let not the world or fleſh prevail ! 


Chace from our minds th' infernal foe, 
And Peace, the fruit of Love, beſtow : - 
And, leſt our feet ſhould ſtep aſtray, 


Protect and guide us in the way! 
Make us eternal Truths receive, 


And practiſe all that we believe: 
Gire us thyſelf, that we may ſee 


Ihe Father and the Son by thee ! 


Ita- 


HYMN XII. 383 
Immortal honours, endleſs fame | 
Attend th* Almighty Father's name; 


The Saviour Son be glorified, 
Who for loſt man's redemption died 


And equal adoration be, 
Eternal Spirit, paid to thee ; 
& Come, viſit every pious mind; 

« Come, pour thy joys on human kind!“ 


H Y MN XIII. 
On THANKSGIVING. 


By Dr. Dopp. 
LORY be to God our King,— Hallelujah. / 


Thine eternal love we ing : 
Thou haſt bar'd thine arm divine, 
Wrought ſalvation ; made us thine. 


Hallelujah ! &. 


Wand'ring ſheep, how far from home 
Sore bewilder'd did we roam; 

Till the gracious ſhepherd came, 
Sought, and ſav d: O praiſe his name 


Death, no more we dread thy ſting; 
Sin ſubdud, we joyful ſing: 

Grave, thy terrors we.defy ; 

We ſhall live ; for Chriſt did die. 


Fir'd with gratitude, we raiſe 

All our ſouls to found thy praiſe ; 
Touch each heart, each tongue inſpire, 
Sing we higher ſtill, and higher, 
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. Down to deepeſt hell depreſt, 


Jeſu reſcu'd, rais'd, and bleſt; 
Open'd mercy's golden gate, 


Mercy, here who holds her ſeat. 


Happy manſion I every voice, 

In the bleſt retreat rejoice ; 

Let each voice united ſound, 

“ Bethe walls with gladneſs crown'd !“ 


Elevate our ſouls to thee ; 

Thou our guide and guardian be; 

Worthy, worthy may we prove, 

Lord, of ſuch diſtinguiſh'd love |! 

Blefling, thankful all our days, 

May we pray, rejoice, and praiſe ; 

Till the glorious trump ſhall ſound, 

And our raptur'd hearts rebound, — Hallelujah * 


HYMN XIV. 
TranKks 0 Go. 
By Dr. Don D RID GE. 


* glorious God ! what hymns of praiſe 
Shall our tranſported voices raiſe? 

W hat flaming love and zeal is due, 

While heav'n ſtands open to our view ? 


Once we were fal'n,—and oh how low ! 
Juſt on the brink of endleſs woe : 
Doom'd to the heritage in hell; 

Where ſinners in deep darkneſs Gavel. 


Put 
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But lo, a ray of chearful light, 
Scatters the horrid ſhades of night: 


Lo, what triumphant grace is ſhewn, 
To ſouls impoveriſh'd and undone ! 


Far, far beyond theſe mortal ſhores 
A bright inheritance is ours; 
Where ſaints in light our coming wait, 


To ſhare their holy bliſsful ſtate. 
H YE XV. | 
A ODE for the Magdalen Chapel, 
By the Rev. Mr. ToTtrTon, | 
FuLL CHORUS. 
(0 notes and numbers bring, 
While Jehovah's praiſe we ſing ; 
Holy! holy! holy Lord! | 
Be thy glorious name ador'd. 
7/4 Gal.] Men on earth and Saints above, 
24 Gal. ] Men on earth and Saints above, 
1/7 Gal.] Sing the Great Redeemer's Love. 
24 Gal.] Sing the Great Redeemer's. Love. 
Chorus. ] Sing the Great Redeemer's Love. 
1/7 Gal. ] Lord thy Mercies never fail; 
24 Gal] Lord thy Mercies never fail; 
Chorus, ] Hai! Haft! Celeſtial Goodneſs hait! 
Hail! Hail! Celeſtial Goodneſs hail ! 
Air.] Tho! unworthy, Lord! thine Ear, 
Our humble HAaLLELuJaAns hear: 
Purer Praiſe we hope to bring, 
Cherus.] When with Saints we ſtand and ſing. 


Air.] 
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Air.] Lead us to that bliſsful State, 
Where thou reign'ſt ſupremely great: 
Look with Pity from thy Throne, 
And ſend thy Holy Spirit down. 
While on earth ordain'd to ſtay, 
Guide our Footſteps in thy Way; 
Till we come to reign with Thee, 
And all thy glorious greatneſs ſee. 
Chorus. ] Then with Angels we'll again 
2d Gal.) Wake a louder, louder, Strain! 
Chorus. ] Wake a louder, louder, Strain! 
% Gal.] There, in joyful Songs of Praiſe, 
We'll our grateful Voices raiſe, 

24 Gal.] There, in joyful Songs of Praiſe, 
Chorus.) We'll our grateful Voices raiſe. 
Solo. } There no tongue ſhall ſilent be, 
'There all join ſweet Harmony : 

That, thro' Heav'ns all- ſpacious round, 
Thy Praiſe, O God! may ever ſound. 
Chorus. ] Lord | thy Mercies never fail. 
Lord ! thy Mercies never fail, 

Hail ! Hail ! Celeſtial Goodneſs hail ! 
Hail! Hail! Celeſtial- Goodneſs hail ! 
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APENITENTIAL HYMN. 


ISE, O my,ſoul ! the hours review, 
W hen, aw'd by guilt and fear, 

Thou durſt not heav'n for mercy ſue, 
Nor hope for pity here. 


Dry'd are thy tears, thy griets are fed; 
Diſpell'd each bitter care | 

See ! heav'n itſelf has lent its aid, 
To raiſe thee from deſpair, 


Hear then, O God ! thy work fulfil ! 
And from thy mercy's throne 

Vouchſafe me ſtrength to do thy will, 
And to reſiſt my own. | 


So ſhall my ſoul each pow'r employ, 
Thy mercies to adore; 


Whilſt heav'n itſelf proclaims with; joys 
One pardon'd ſinner more. 


HYMN XVII. 


The SINCERE PENIT ENT. 
By Mr. LoCcKkMan, 


Amen, Lord! moſt merciful, 


Theſe thanks unfeign'd, theſe vows receive; 
Thou, who, when bath'd in tears I lay, 


Did'ſt hear my cries, and quick relieve. - 
Chorus. Great God from all eternity, 
O may our pray'rs aſcend to thee | 


Plung'd 
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Plung'd deep in woe, of hope bereft, 


Deſtruction threaten'd me around ; 
Remorſe was mine, and black deſpair, 
And I no ray of comfort found, 


Chorus. Great God, &«c. 


For ever, O!] recorded be 
The moment, when thy grace beſtow'd, 
Thro' Chriſt, the ſight of pard'ning love, 
And led me to this bleſt abode. 
Chorus. Great God, &c. 


Since treading Virtue's ſacred paths 


Alone ſecures the mind's content, 
May the remainder of my days 
In ſerving thee be always ſpent. 


Chorus, Great God from all eternity, 
O may our pray'rs aſcend to thee ! 


THE 


1 389 J 


RULES andREGULATIONS 
OF THE. 


MAGDALEN-HOSPITAL. 


IJ. Of the GOVERNMENT; 


This is compoſed of 
Tu PATRON Ess. ö 
A Preſident. 
Four Vice Preſidents. 
A Treaſurer. 
A General Court, 


A General Committee of thirty-two. 
HE Preſident , four Vice-Pre- 
ſidents, Treaſurer, and Com- 


; ＋ 
mittee of thirty-two, we an- 


nually choſen, and ſeven of the Committee 
go out yearly, 
2. All the Officers are likewiſe choſen an- 
—— | 
Cc 


II, Of 
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II. Of the TREASURER. 


1. He receives the benefaCtions ; keeps an 
account of all receipts and payments; and 
accounts, at the four quarterly general courts, 
or oftner if required, 

2. Whatever ſurplus money remains in his 
hands, at any of the ſaid courts, more than 
ſufficient to defray the current expences, he js 
to lay it out in the public funds, if the majority 
of the Governors then preſent ſhall think fit. 

3. He is to pay no bills, unleſs they be prſt 
ſigned by three of the Committee. 1 

III. Of the GENERAL Cours, and ELEc- 
TIONS of OFFICERS, 


1. A General Court conſiſts of at leaſt ten 
Governors. The Preſident, Vice-Preſident, 
Treaſurer, or Chairman preſiding, is to ex- 
plain the buſineſs of the aſſembly; to propoſe 
queſtions, and to put them to the vote, and 
if required, to take the votes by ballot. The 
Chairman may vote in common with others ; 
and in caſe of an equality of votes, the 
Chairman 1 is further to have a caſting vote. 

2. The General Courts are held quarterly, 
iz. 


The laſt — in June. 


The 
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The laſt Wedneſday in September. 

The firſt Wedneſday in January. 

The firſt Wedneſday in March. 

The Anniverſary Meeting is uſually held 
in Apri] or May. 

3. The Secretary gives notice in writing 
to the Preſident, Vice-Preſidents, Treaſurer, 
and Governors, of the place, day, and hour 
of holding General Courts : and the ſame is 
alſo advertiſed in two of the public News- 
papers, on the Saturday and Tueſday preceding 
each Court. 

4. Prayers are read by the Chaplain before 
the General Court proceeds to buſineſs. 

5. On the annual General Court (held the 
firſt Wedneſday in March) the Officers are 
choſen. 

6. At every quarterly General Court the 
Treaſurer lays before the Governors the gene- 
ral ſtate of the houſe, reſpecting the receipts 
and diſburſements of the quarter ; alſo the 
caſh which remains in hand, c. 

7. The Treaſurer alſo reports the number 
of women admitted into the houſe, and the 
number of thoſe provided for, and in what 
manner they have been provided for, during 
the quarter. 


Cc2 8. The 
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8. The general account of the year is pub- 


* liſhed on the occaſion of the anniverſary 


Meeting. : 
IV. Of the GENERAL CoMmITTEE. 


1. Of this Committee (conſiſting of thirty. 
two) five conſtitute a Quorum, and the Pre- 
ſident, Vice-Preſidents, and Treaſurer, are 
always of this General Committee, one of 
whom, is Chairman ; but in their abſence 
the Committee chuſe a Chairman. 

24 1 he Meetings of the Committee are 
on every Thurſday, at five o'clock in the after- 
noon. 

3. Any three in Committee (this not being 
compoſed of leſs than five) have power to 
draw on the Bankers of the Charity. 

4. The Committee contract for, and in- 
ſpect the cloathing, furniture, and provi- 
ſions; and take care to prevent impoſi- 
tions. | 

5. The Committee, being ſummoned for 
that purpoſe, have power to diſmiſs or elect 
all ſervants, under the degree of Steward or 
Matron. +» | 

6. When there is any particular buſineſs, 
the ſame is to be expreſſed in the ſummons, 


and 
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and this buſineſs is entered upon before any 
other. | 

7. The Committee admit all ſuch Peti- 
tioners as they approve, and give orders in 
what manner they ſhall be employed, and diſ- 
miſs any women from the houſe, as occaſions 
may require. | 

8. The rough Minutes of the Committee 
are read by the Secretary, and ſigned by the 
Chairman, before he leaves the Chair. 
Theſe Minutes, being copied fair into a book, 
are alſo read at the next Meeting, when they 
are confirmed, if approved. | 

9. The Members of the Committee attend 
by turns at the Chapel every Sunday, and no- 
tice of their turn is regularly given them. 

10. Every Member of the Committee is 
intitled to four Tickets, to admit four per- 
ſons each, to the Chapel on Sundays, viz. 
two for the morning, and two for the even- 
ing; and other tickets, if defired, are de- 
livered out by the Treaſurer and Secretary: 
the Member whoſe turn it is to attend on the 
Sunday, having the privilege of two tickets 
extraordinary for four perſons each, 

11. The Committee have power to make 
ſuch honorary Governors as they think fit. 
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V. 4 Sus-CommirTTEE. 


r. This conſiſts of any number of the Ge- 
neral Committee appointed by them. 

2. Any three of the Committee in company 
may viſit the Wards, and make their report 
to the next General Committee that meets. 

3. They occaſionally meet to examine the 
accounts, and to inſpect into the good order 
and ceconomy of the houſe. 


VI. Of Goverxoss in General. 

1. A Subſcription of ?wenty Guineas, either 
for the General Purpoſes of the Charity, or 
for the Building (diſtin accounts being kept 
of each) is a qualification of a Governor for 
life, 

2. An annual Subſcription of five Guineas 
is a qualification of a Governor for that 
year, 

3. If any annual Subſcriber ſhall be more 
than two years in arrear, his power as a Go- 
vernor ceaſes, *till ſuch arrears are paid. 

4. No Gentlemen, except Peers or Mem- 
bers of Parliament, are admitted to vote by 
Proxy, hut every Lady ſubſcribing as above, 
is intitled to vote Perſonally, or by Proxy, 
provided that Proxy be brought by a Gover- 
nor; but no ſuch Governor ſhall be poſſeſſed 

of 
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of more than one Proxy. Every Community, 
giving a Sum equal to a qualification for a 
Governor, may vote by Proxy. | 
5. Any five Governors have power to re- 
quire a General Meeting, provided they ad- 
dreſs themſelves to the Preſident, or one of 
the Vice-Preſidents, or Treafurer, by letter, 


ſetting forth the buſineſs for which ſuch 


Meeting is required, and ſigned by each of 
them. 
VII. Of the OrricExs in General. 

1. Every perſon who is diſcovered to have 
received any money, perquiſite, fee, reward, 
or emolument of any kind, relating to this 
Charity, more than the Salary or Wages al- 
lowed by the Governors of this Charity, 
or their Committee, ſhall be forthwith diſ- 
charged. 

2. No ſervant, nor any other perſon ſhall 
for any reaſon, or on any account whatever, 
take any thing out of the houfe, which has 
been bought for the uſe thereof. 

3. No officer or ſervant ſhall lye out of the 
houſe, without leave of the Treaſurer, or two 
of the Committee in writing. 

VIII. Of the SECRETARY- 


1. He prepares the accounts for the Ge- 
neral Courts. 
2. He - 
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2. He carries on the correſpondence. 
3. He is preſent at all the Meetings, and 
takes the minutes, 


IX. Of the CHAPLAIN, 


1. He reads Prayers, and preaches twice 
every Sunday, and alſo reads Prayers at 
ſuch other hours, as are appointed by the 
Committee. | 

2. He adminiſters the Sacraments on the 
great Feſtivals, and on one Sunday, at leaſt, 
every month. 

3. He inſtructs the Women in the Prin- 
ciples and Duties of the Chriſtian Religion. 

4. He attends alternately in the Wards 
every day, for ſuch time as the Committee 
may direct, to expound the Scriptures, and 
admoniſh and inſtru each of the women in 
ſuch manner, as may make a proper impreſſion 
on their minds, 

5. Heattends the Committee, when called 
upon. | 

6. He delivers a monthly report of the be- 
haviour of the women, and performs all other 
neceſſary dyties of his function, 


X. Of the PHYSICIAN. 


He attends, when called upon, 


— 
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. They attend by rotation, in their own 
Perſons, each for a month, and do the duty 
of their office, Gratis. 

2. One of them is always preſent at the 
admiſſion of the objects, and, if neceſſary, 
examines into the ſtate of their health; 

XII. Of the APO THECARIES. 


1. The Apothecaries attend in their own 
perſons, 

2. No. Pupil, Apprentice, or Servant, 
belonging to them, is at any time admitted. 
into the Wards. 

3. The medicines are contracted for at the 
rate of ſixty pounds per annum. ; 

4. The Phyſician, Surgeons, and Apo- 
thecaries, when they viſit the Wards, are at- 
tended by the Matron, or one of the Affiſtants 
to the Matron. 

XIII. Of the MaTRON, 

I. She reſides conſtantly in the Houle, 
and directs the ceconomy thereof. 

2. She is fully inſtructed in the Rules, 
Regulations, and Orders of the Houſe, and 
obſerves them ſtrictly. 

3. She ſees that all the women are neat. 
and decent in their apparel and perſons; that 


they 
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they are duly employed, and behave in an or- 
derly and religious manner, and that they 
conſtantly attend divine ſervice, 

4. She makes reports to the Committee 
weekly, of the behaviour and conduct of the 
women. 

5. She receives from the Steward the ma- 
terials for work, and delivers to him an ac- 
count of the work done by the women, that 
he may make a regular entry and account 
thereof, in proper booxs. | 

6. She takes the charge of all the houſhold 
linen and cloathing, of which the Steward 
alſo keeps an account, 

7. dhe receives of the Steward the provi- 
ſions which are allowed for the houſe, and 
takes care that none be carried away, nor any 
waſte made. | 

8. She keeps the keys of the womens apart- 
ments, * which are delivered into her hands 
after the doors are locked, | 

9. She reads the inſtructions to the women 
(No. 1) the next morning after their admit- 
tance, and delivers a copy of the inſtructions 
to each of ſuch newly-admitted women, 

XIV. Of the Aſſiſtants to the MaTRON. 

I. They take _—_ each of their reſpec- 


tive Ward, 
2. They 


Of the Magdalen Hoſpital 3099 
2. They inſtruct ſuch of the women as are 
- ignorant, in reading, needle- work, and what 
elſe may be neceſſary, and ſuper - intend the 
work of all the women in their Wards. | 

3. They. are preſent when the women are 
at their meals, and hear Grace properly re- 
peated before and after dinner. 

4. They attend the women conſtantly, 
and obſerve their tempers and diſpoſitions; 
and whether they appear to be worthy ob- 
jects of the Charity; what offices in life they 
are moſt fit for; when it is proper to diſcharge 
them to parents, or friends, or to ſervice 3 and 
whatever elſe occurs. | 

5. They are conſtantly attentive, not only 
to prevent any improper diſcourſe, but to 
communicate juſt ſentiments ; and encourage 
ſober converſation, and a regular, peaceful, 
and pious behaviour. 

6. They ſee that the ede are 
kept compleatly clean, and in good order. 
7. They ſee that the beds and bedding 
are kept properly mended, neat and clean. 

8. They ſee that the kitchens and waſh- 
houſes of their reſpective Wards be kept chan, 
and in good order. 


9. They ſee that the be and 


linen 
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linen be kept clean, n and we: 
ſerved in good order. | 

10. They hear all complaints which may 
be made by the women, in their reſpective 
Wards, and, if neceſſary, lay the ſane be- 
fore the Matron or Committee. 

11. They duly and ſtrictly obſerve the FY 

veral Rules, Regulations, and Orders of, the 
houſe, and the directions which, may be given 
them from time to'time by the. Committee. 
- "op They make a report to the Committee 
every week, with a liſt of the women in their 
reſpective Wards; with ſuch. * AS we 
think proper, 


XV. Of the ern 
1. He reſides conſtantly in the houſe, and 
is not to follow any buſineſs or employment 
whatſoever, but ſuch as immediately relates 
to his duty in this Charity. | 
2. He makes a weekly report to the Gd 
mittee of whatever he is required to do. 

3. He receives the reſpective proviſions for 
the uſe of the houſe, and the materials for 
the employment of the women. 

4. He inſpects the weights, meaſures, and 
quality thereof, and makes regular entries of 
them, and ſuperintends all other domeſtic 
concerns, 
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concerns, and is diligent in obſerving the 
Rules of the Houſe, and all the Orders of the 
Committee. 

5. He keeps an exact account of all the 
work done by the women. 

6. He keeps a fair and exact inventory of 
the furniture, as ranged in the different Wards 
and Apartments, with the coſt of each article, 
and produces all the accounts for the quarterly 

payments. | | 

7. He collects the annual benefactions, 


and gives ſecurity in the ſum of two hundred 
pounds 


% 


XVI. Of the MESSENGERS. 


1. They dwell in the houſe, and are em- 
ployed in errands and out-door buſineſs, and 
give ſecurity, if required. 

2. They are not to bring any letter, ver- 
bal or written meſſage into the houſe, or 
carry out any letter, verbal or written meſ- 
ſage, without the knowledge and inſpection 
of the Matron. 

3. They attend the Gate by turns, and 
receive meſſages and letters, and what elſe 
the nature of their Office requires. 

N. B. The Steward and Meſſengers live 
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in apartments, which have no communication 
with the Wards, 


XVII. Of Apmiss10N. 


1. The Committee fit to admit objects on 
the firſt Thurſday in every month, at five 
o'clock in the afternoon. 

2. The method of admiſſion is by Petition, 
preſented to the Committee in the form pre- 
ſcribed (p. 410-) the blanks in which Petition 
are filled up by the Steward from the report 
of the Petitioner, 

3. The Steward gives the Petitioner the 
number of her petition. 

4. Theſe petitions are preſented to the 
Committee, and the Petitioners are called by 
them, according to their number. 

5. The names of the perſons are not called, 
that if the Petitioner is not admitted, her name 
may not- be known to others who attend. 

6. The queſtion being put on the admiſſion 
of every object, it is decided by the Votes of 
the Majority of the Committee. 

7 Lyery Petitioner who is judged proper, 
is examined as to the ſtate of her health by the 
Nurſe attending for that purpoſe; and, if 
neceſſary, by the Surgeon alſo. If ſhe is in- 


fected 
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feed with the foul diſeaſe, ſhe is not admit- 
ted; but upon her obtaining her cure, may 
be reconſidered by the Committee, and if then 
found proper, is admitted. 

8. If the Petitioner be admitted, the Se- 
cretary gives her a note directed to the — 
ſignifying her admiſſion, 

9. Proper inſtructions being _— for 
ſuch as are admitted, they are aſſembled the 
next morning after admiſſion, and the in/fruc- 
tious are read to them by the Matron, as al- 
ready mentioned. And, in order to make the 
deeper impreſſion, the ſame inſtructions are 
read, by the Aſiftants to the Matron, in their 
reſpective Wards, conſtantly on the firſt Sa- 
turday morning in the month, 

10. No woman admitted is allowed to ga 
out of the houſe, without ſpecial leave in writs 
ing, figned by the Treaſurer or Chairman, 
and two of the Committee ; and that for a 
time not exceeding the day, and this only on 
an urgent and extraordinary eccahon, which 
may relate to property: and in ſuch caſe 
the is attended by the Matron, or one of her 
Aſſiſtants. 
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XVIII. Of the Wax ps and PRECAU- 
TIONS. 


1. The Houſe is divided into parts, in order 
to make total and diſtinct diviſions of the ob- 
jects, and the rooms are diſtinguiſhed by 
being numbered, 

2. The women are claſſed in each Ward, 
and the Aſſiſtants to the Matron appointed 
to preſide, are accountable for the conduct 
and behaviour of their reſpective Wards. 

3. A proper number of the women are ap- 
pointed to perform all the domeſtic buſineſs 
of their reſpective Wards; and the houſhold 
Tervice, the keeping the Chapel clean, and 
what elſe is neceſſary, according to the direc- 
tions given by the Matron. ; 

4. Each woman lies in a ſeparate bed, and 
has a box for her cloaths and linen, under a 
lock and key, which key is kept by herſelf. 

5. Strict regard is had, by the Matron and 
her Aſſiſtants, that the Wards be kept com- 
pletely ventilated, and the air pure; for 
which purpoſe they viſit the chambers and 
working rooms frequently every day. 

6. The relations or friends of the women 
(being known as ſuch) may, upon applica- 

tion, 
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tion, and by leave in writing, firſt obtained 
from the Treaſurer, or Chairman, and two 
of the Committee, be permitted to ſee and 
converſe with the reſpective women, this 
being always done in the preſence of the 
Matron. 


XIX. Of the Sick WARD. 


1. In each claſs and diviſion of the houſe, 
a room is ſet apart for the ſick, 

2. There is a Nurſe appointed to attend 
the ſick, and every neceſſary for their recovery 


ſupplied. 


XX. Of the Names. 


1. If the women are deſirous of conceal- 
ing their true names, they have liberty to aſ- 
ſume others. 

2. Reproaches for paſt irregularities are 
forbidden; no enquiry into names or family 
is permitted; but all poſſible diſcouragement 
given to the making any diſcovery, which the 
parties themſelves do not approve. 


XXI. Of their DR ESS. 


I. If, upon their admiſſion, their apparel 
is clean, or fit to waſh, it is ticketted, and 
Dd 3 5 laid 
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laid by, in order to be returned to them 
whenever they leave the houſe, 

2. They wear light grey ſhalloon gowns 
and in their whole dreſs are plain and neat, 
and exactly alike. 


XXII. Of their DI Er. 


1. A diet for breakfaſt, dinner, and ſup- 
per, for certain ſeaſons, is appointed by the 
diſcretion of the Committee; and the ſame 
written in a fair hand-writing, and hung up 
in the Committee-room, and in each Ward. 

2. They repeat grace by turns, each a 
week, in a ſolemn and ſerious manner, 


XXIII. Of their EMPLOYMENT. 
T. Each perſon is employed in ſuch needle- 


work or houſehold- buſineſs as is ſuitable to her 


abilities. 
2. The chief objects in which they have 


hitherto been employed are, making houſe- 
hold linen of all forts, fine ſhirts, and alſo 


ſlop ſhirts and ſhifts ; making all the linen for 
the uſe of the houſe, knitting ſtockings, 
making and mending all the cloaths they 
wear, and alſo the ſheets and table-linen, and 
learning to do domeſtic offices, to qualify 
them for ſervice. | 

3. In their work, as in every other circum- 


ſtance, 
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ſtance, the utmoſt propriety and humanity 
are obſerved ; all looſe or idle diſcourſe, 
fluttiſhneſs, indolence, or neglect of moral 
or religious duties, are clofely attended to; 
and if theſe are not in the degree to occaſion 
a diſcharge, they are at leaſt ſeverely repre- 
hended. 


XXIV. Of Times of REST and DIET. 


1. From Lady-day to Michaelmas they riſe 
at ſix, and go to bed at ten; and from Mi- 
chaelmas to Lady-day riſe at ſeven, and are 
in bed at nine; and after that time no fire or 
candle are allowed, except in the ſick ward, 

2. They breakfaſt at nine o'clock, and are 


allowed half an hour ; and dine at one o'clock, 


and are allowed an hour ; and leave off work 
at fix in the winter, and ſeven in the ſummer, 


XXV. Of DisSCHARGE. 


1. Application being made, either by the 
parents or friends of the woman, if ſuch pa- 
rents or friends appear worthy of being truſted, 
and declare they forgive paſt offences, and 
will take ſuch woman under their protection, 
the woman alſo conſenting, the Committee 
diſcharge her accordingly, and her cloaths 


are returned to her, 
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2. If any Houſe-keeper of ſufficient credit 


applies for a ſervant, the Matron recommends 


ſuch a woman as ſhe thinks will anſwer the 
purpoſe, as to abilities and good conduct; 
and if ſuch ſervice is approved by the 
Committee, the woman is diſcharged ac» 


cordingly. 


3. Services out of town are always pre- 
ferred, as being the moſt fafe. 

4. Every woman who is placed out ina 
ſervice, and continues there one year to the 
approbation of her maſter and miſtreſs, upon 
it's being made appear to the Committee, that 
ſhe hath behaved unexceptionably, they give 
ſuch woman a guinea, as a token of their * 
r of her good behaviour. 

. The Committee, upon the good * 
Q * of any woman, and upon her having 
remained a proper time in the houſe, write to 
her friends or relations to provide for her. 

6. On the diſcharge of thoſe who behave 
well, whether they go out to ſervice, or to 
be married, if their parents or friends are 
not in a capacity to furniſh them with cloaths, 
theſe are provided for them in a proper 
manner. 


Every 


. 
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Every means which the Committee can 
think of, that may conduce to the great ends 
of this Charity, is uſed, whether it be to fave 
the ſoul, preſerve the life, or render that life 
uſeful and happy. 


An 


_ 
hy i v 
—_ 


ITY — — 


N. * 
+ = 
— —SSrwf ꝙꝙ2—2— —ä oi 
* 
8 < 8 4 
* 


ͤ— — F— — vù — 


" - — * - 
—ͤ— — —— ——KÄ— ———U— Oo 9, 


—_— 
. — $ » - 4 — 2 
—— „ ü — — H oo _ -- - — 
3 A ” — 23 
— — PR — Prey 


—— 


. 
4 gw" . - — 
— — 2 * - . — 
88988 — ——̃ —— edt. — . ]—N ˙¹ m]. TÄ — _ — — 
* 
. 


hs he = gra 


- + 
—— A 
, 


— 


— 


410 Fern of the Petition for Admiſſion. 
| See p. 402. 


To the General Committee for Tranſaing the 
Bufineſs of the Magdalen Hoſpital, 


Tur Humble Petition of 
aged 5 years 
of the pariſh of in the 
County of | 
Sheweth 


THAT your Petitioner has been guilty of 
Proſtitution, and is truly ſenſible of her of- 
fence, which has plunged her into the greateſt 
diſtreſ, and rendered her deſtitute of every 
means of getting an honeſt livelihood. 

Your Petitioner therefore humbly prays 


: ſhe may be admitted into the ſaid Houſe, and 


doth folemnly promiſe to behave herſelf 
decently and orderly, and that ſhe will con- 
form to all the Rules of the Houſe. 
And as in duty bound ſhall ever pray. 
N. B. This Petition is given gratis, upon applica- 
tien to the Steward, at the Houſe in Preſcot- ſtreet, 
Goodman's- fields. 
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t Since the reviſal of the foregoing Rules 
and Regulations an Act having paſted for the 
incorporating the Magdalen-Society, We 
have here ſubjoined an abſtract of it, in order 
to render this book as complete as poſſible. 


An ABSTRACT of an AcT of PARLIAMENT, 
made in the qth Year of King George III. 
1769, for the Eſtabliſhing and Well-governing 
the Magdalen-Hoſpital, fer the Reception of 


penitent Praſtitutes, and for other Purpoſes 
therein mentioned. 


" HAT in the year 1758 a charitable So- 

ciety was entered into by ſeveral No- 
blemen, Gentlemen, and others, for eſtabliſh- 
ing a houſe for the reception of penitent Pro- 
ſtitues, and the ſame hath been ſupported by 
voluntary ſubſcriptions, and many perſons 
have received relief : 

That the Houſe in Preſcot-ſireet, in Good- 
man's-fields, in the County of Middleſex, is 
in a ruinous condition, and too ſmall for the 
reception of the Objects : 

That Robert Dingley and Phillis Milloway, 
Eſquires, are ſeiſed of an eſtate in fee-ſimple 
of ſix acres of land, lying diſperſed in $7. George's 
fields, in the County of Surry, in truſt for the 

erecting 
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erecting a building, and making ſuch neceſſary 
conveniences as may be proper for the recep- 
tion of penitent Proſtitutes; and a conſidera- 
ble ſum of money hath been ſubſcribed for thoſe 
purpoſes : 

That it would be more convenient for the 
purpoſes of the Charity, if the ſaid Robert 
Dingley and Phillip Milloway, and others ſeiſed 
of lands in the ſaid Fields, were impowered to 
make exchanges of their lands, whereby the 
ſaid Robert Dingley and Philip Milloway might 
become ſeiſed of ſix acres of land in one plot in 
the ſaid Field: 

That divers perſons ſeiſed of lands in the 
ſaid Fields have a right of common at certain 
times in the year : 

That neither the ſaid ſix acres of land, 
whereof the ſaid Robert Dingley and Philip 
Milloway are ſo ſeiſed, nor any other lands of 
which they may become ſeiſed for the purpoſes 
aforeſaid, can be incloſed and built upon, un- 
leſs ſuch right of common thereon is extin- 
guiſhed : - 

Therefore it is enacted, that after the paſſ⸗ 
ing of this Act there ſhall be a Corporation, to 
continue for ever, for the well- governing an 
Hoſpital for the reception of penitent Proſti- 
tute 
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tutes, and that Francis Earl of Hertford, 
Knight of the moſt noble order of the Garter, 
Robert Lord Romney, Earl Percy, Viſcount 
Beauchamp, Francis Lord Orwell in the king- 
dom of Ireland, George Perrott, Eſquire, one 
of the Barons of the Court of Exchequer, Sir 
Alexander Grant, Baronet, Sir Timothy Waldo, 
Knight, Robert Dingley, Eſquire, John Bar- 
ker, Eſquire, the Reverend William, Dodd, 
L. L. D. George Adey, Iſaac Akerman, Ed- 
ward Boehm, Henry Boldero, George Briſtow, 
Nathaniel Caſtleton, Fohn Cornwall, George Crom- 
meline, John Delme, John Dorrien, Peter Du- 
val, Thomas Farrer, William Fauquier, Thomas 
Fletcher, George Garrett, Robert Halcrow, 
Jonas Hanway, Charles Hornby, William Ja- 
comb, Michael James, Herbert Mackworth, 
Timothy Mangles, Philip Milloway, Richard 
Merhall, Robert Nettleton, Robert Pell, Jens 
Pederſon, George Peters, Thomas Preſton, New- 
digate Poyntz, John Anthony Rucker, John 
Shakeſpear, Foſeph Skinner, Andrew Thompſon, 
George Wembwell, Eſquires, and Abraham 
Winterbottom, Gentleman, together with any 
perſon or perſons who hath paid, or at any 
time hereafter ſhall pay, into the hands of the 
Treaſurer or Treaſurers of the Hoſpital for 

E e the 
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the time being, che ſum of twenty - one pounds 
at one time, for the uſe of the ſaid Hoſpitals 
be Governors of the ſaid Hoſpital 3 and alſo every 
perſon who (hall at any time pa) into the hands 
of ſuch Treaſurer or Treaſurers the yearly ſum 
of five guineas for the uſe of the ſaid Hoſpital, 
ſhall, during ſuch time 48 they ſhall reſpec- 
tively continue to pa) the ſame, and for ever 
after he or ſhe ſhall have paid the ſaid ſum for 
five years ſucceſſively, and alſo every perſon 
who ſhall be appointed by any general Court 
of the Governors of the ſaid Hoſpital, ſhall be 
teſpectively Governors of the ſaid Hoſpital; 
and the Preſidents Vice-Preſidents, Trea- 
Carer, and Governors hall be one Body Cor- | 
porate and Politic in Deed and in Law, by 
the name of The Preſident, Vice-Preſidents, 
Treaſurers and Governors of the Magdalen Hoſ- 
pital, for the reception of penitent Protiſtutes; 
and that by the ame name they ſhall bave 
perpetual ſucceſſion and 2 common ſeal, with 
power to change, alter, break, | 
the ſame from time to time, a they (hall judge 
expedient 3 and that they and their ſucceſſors 
by the Came name ma) ſue and be ſued, im- 
plead and be impleaded, anſwer and be an- 
ſwered unto» in all or an) Court or Courts 


of Record and places of Judicatu*© within this 
| king- 
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kingdom; and that they, by the name afore- 
ſaid, ſhall be able and capable in law, to 
have, hold, enjoy, and retain to them and 
their ſucceſſors, in truſt for and for the benefit 
of the ſaid Hoſpital, all ſum and ſums of mo- 
ney as have been paid, or ſhall at any time or 
times be paid, given, or bequeathed by any 
charitable or well -· diſpoſed perſons, to and for 
the charitable ends and purpoſes in this Act 
mentioned; and that they, by the name afore- 
ſaid, ſhall and may at any time, Without li- 
cence and mortmain, purchaſe, take, or re- 
ceive any lands, tenements, or hereditaments, 
or any eſtate or intereſt ariſing or derived out 
of any lands, tenements, or hereditaments, for 
the purpoſes aforeſaid. 

That no Secretary, Chaplain, Phyſician, 
Surgeon, or Apothecary of the ſaid Corpora- 
tion, or any other inferior officer, ſhall, at 
any time or times during the time he ſhall be + 
employed or continue in ſuch office, act as a 
Governor of the ſaid Corporation at any Court 
or Committee or otherwiſe, except the preſent 
Secretary, Surgeons, and Apothecaries, 

That the ſaid Francis Earl of Hertford 1s 
appointed Preſident of the ſaid Corporation, 
and that the ſaid Lord Romney, Earl Percy, Sir 
Alexander Grant, and Robert Dingley, are ap- 

Ee 2 pointed 
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pointed Vice-Preſidents of the ſaid Corpora- 
tion, and the ſaid Fohn Barker is appointed 
Treaſurer of the ſaid Corporation, and that 
the ſaid Viſcount Beauchamp, Lord Orwell, 
Mr. Baron Perrott, George Adey, Iſaac Aker= 
man, George Briſtow, Nathaniel Caſtleton, 
John Delm#, John Dorrien, Peter Duval, 
Thomas Farrer, Milliam Fauquier, Thomas 
Fletcher, George Garrett, Robert Halcrow, 
Jonas Hanway, Charles Hornby, William Ja- 
comb, Michael James, Timothy Mangles, Philip 
MHillotuay, Richard Meorhall, Robert Nettleton, 
Jens Pederſon, Nobert Pell, Thomas Preſton, 
Jobn Anthony Rucker, John Shakeſpear, Joſeph 
Skinner, Eſquires, Sir Timothy Waldo, and 
George Wombavell, Eſquire, are appointed a 
Committee for managing the affairs of the ſaid 
Corporation; and the ſaid Vice-Preſidents, 
Treaſurer, and Committee ſhall continue 
for the ſpace of one year only, unleſs reſpec- 
tively elected to the ſaid reſpective offices: And 
the ſaid Preſident, or in his abſence, one or 
more of the Vice-Preſidents, or the Trea- 
ſurer, with any eight or more of the ſaid Go- 
vernors; or, „in the abſence of the Preſident, 
and of all the Vice-Preſidents and Treaſurer, 
any nine or more of the ſaid Governors, ſhall 


compoſe a general Court; and the firſt gene- 
ral 
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ral Court ſhall be held on the twenty-eighth 
.day of July, 1769, at the ſaid Houſe in Preſ- 
cott-ſireet, Goodman's-fields, and ſhall then and 
from time to time be adjourned to ſuch times 
and places as the Court ſhall think neceſſary ; 
and a general Court of the Governors ſhall be 
held four times at leaſt in every year; that is 
to ſay, on the laſt Vedneſday in July, the laſt 
Medneſday in Ofober, the laſt Wedneſday in 
January, and the laſt IVedneſday in April, or 


oftener, if occaſion ſhall require, upon notice 


thereof given by the order of any five or more 


of the ſaid Governors, by publiſhing the ſame 
in any one of the publick news-papers five 
days at leaft before the holding every ſuch 
Court ; and a general Court ſhall be held ia 
the month of April in every year, a like no- 
tice whereof ſhall be given, at which Court 
the Vice-Preſidents, Treaſurer, Committee, 
{conſiſting of ſuch number of Governors as 
ſuch general Court ſhall think neceſſary) and 
the officers and ſervants of the ſaid Hoſpital, 
ſhall be elected for the enſuing year; and the 
ſaid Governors, aſſembled at any general 
Court as aforeſaid, ſhall have full power and 


authority, in the name of the ſaid Corporation 


and on their account, to enter into ſuch eon- 


tracts as the Governors, or any nine or more 
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of them then preſent, ſhall think proper, and 
to tranſact and determine all ſuch matters as 
ſhall to them, or any nine or more of them, 
at any ſuch Court appear to be neceſlary for 
the effecting and carrying on the good pur- 
poſes of this Act ; and ſhall and may delegate 
ſuch powers and authorities to the ſaid Com- 
mittee, as they ſhall think neceſſary for the 
more eaſy, ſpeedy, and effectual execution of 
this Act. And it ſhall and may be lawful to 
and for the ſaid Governors, in a general 
Court aſſembled only, to order and diſpoſe of 
the cuſtody of the ſaid Common Seal, and the 
uſe and application thereof, and to make, or- 
dain, and conſtitute ſuch and ſo many bye- 

laws, conſtitutions, and ordinances, as to 
them ſhall ſeem neceſſary and convenient, for 
the better governing and managing of the ſaid 
Hoſpital, and of the officers, ſervants, and 
perſons employed in and about the affairs of 
the ſaid Hoſpital, and of the perſons applying 
to be admitted therein, and for the auditing 
of the accounts of the ſaid Hoſpital ; and the 
fame bye-laws to put in uſe; and' to revoke, 
change, and alter the ſame ; which ſaid bye- 
Jaws ſhall be kept and obſerved, provided they 
be not contrary to the laws of this kingdom. * 
Provided, 
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Provided, that no ſuch bye-law ſhall have 


any force and effect, until the ſame ſhall have 


been agreed to and confirmed by the next ſuc-_ 
ceeding genera} Court, . whether annual, 
quarterly, or extraordinary; and that the 


ſame methods ſhall be obſerved in altering or 
repealing any ſuch bye-laws. 

Provided, that in caſe of the death or re- 
ſignation of the Preſident, or of a Vice-Preſi- 


dent or Treaſurer of the ſaid Corporation, it 
ſhall and may be lawful for the ſaid Governors 


or any nine or more of them, at any general 
Court, to nominate a Preſident, Vice-Preſfi- 
dent, or Treaſurer in the room of the Preſi- 
dent, Vice-Preſident, or Treaſurer ſo de- 
ceaſed, or having reſigned. a 

And it is further enacted, that all queſtions 
upon the proceedings of the ſaid Corporation 
at any general Court or Committee ſhall be de- 
cided by vote, and in caſe of an equality of 
voices, the Preſident or Chairman ſhall have 
the caſting vote; and upon demand of any 
five Members or Governors of the ſaid Cor- 
poration preſent at ſuch general Court or 
Committee reſpeCtively, the ſame ſhall be de- 
termined by ballot, to be immediately pro- 


ceeded upon and completed, 
And 
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And it is further enacted, That the ſaid 
Governors, or any nine of them, at a ge- 
neral Court, ſhall have power, from time 
to time to appoint ſuch other officers and 
perſons as they ſhall think neceſſary to 
employ for the purpoſes and in the ex- 
ecution of this Act, and to ſuſpend or remove 
all ſuch officers and other perſons as they ſhall 


think fit, and appoint others in caſe of death, 
ſuſpenſion, or removal; and may, out of the 


— 
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monies to be received for the purpoſes of this 
Act, make ſuch allowances as ſhall ſeem rea- 
ſonable; and that the ſaid Committee, or any 
ſive of them, at any weekly or other meeting, 
may ſuſpend or remove any ſuch officers, and 
appoint others in caſe of death, or ſuch ſuſ- 
penſion or removal, untill a general Court 
ſhall be held; and the ſaid Governors, or 
any nine, at a general Court, ſhall. and may 
confirm ſuch appointments, or.remove ſuch 
officers, and appoint others in their room, 
| and all and every ſuch officers and other per- 
ſons ſhall (when required by the ſaid Com- 
mittee, or any five of them) render an ac- 
count in writing under their reſpective hands, 
upon oath to be taken before two of the ſaid 
Committee (which oath any two of the faid 
Committee are hereby impowered to admi- 

niſtey) 
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nifter) of all monies which he, ſhe, or they 


thall to that time have received, paid, and - 


diſburſed by virtue of this Act, or by reaſon 
of their reſpeCtive offices; and in caſe any 
money ſo received ſhall remain in their or any 
of their hands, the ſame ſhall be paid to the 
ſaid Committee, or any hve of them, or to 
ſuch perſon or perſons as they ſhall appoint ; 
and in caſe any ſuch officer ſhall not make and 
render, or ſhall refuſe to verify upon oath, 
any ſuch account, or to make ſuch payment 
as aforeſaid, then any one or more Juſtices of 
the Peace for the County of Surry ſhall make 
inquiry concerning ſuch default, in a ſummary 
way, as well by confeſſion of the parties them- 
ſelves, as by the teſtimony of one or more 
witneſſes upon oath (which oath the faid 
Juſtice or Juſtices is and and are hereby im- 
powered and required to adminiſter); and if 
any ſuch officer or perſon ſhall be convicted of 
any the offences aforeſaid, ſuch Juſtices ſhall 
upon ſuch conviction commit the party of- 
fending to the common Gaol of the Counties 
of Surry and Middleſex, untill he or the ſhall 
have made a true and perfect account and pay- 
ment as aforeſaid, or untill he or ſhe ſhall 
have compounded and agreed with the ſaid 
Committee, 
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Committee, or any five of them, and have 
paid ſuch compoſition money; which compo- 
ſition the ſaid Committee, or any five of them, 
are hereby impowered to make. 

That no perſon who ſhall be admitted into 
the ſaid Hoſpital as a penitent Proſtitute, or 
who ſhall be employed in the ſaid Hoſpital-as 
a hired ſervant, ſhall, by reaſon of ſuch ad- 
mittance or ſeryice, gain a ſettlement in the 
pariſh in which the ſaid Hoſpital is or ſhal 
be ſituate. 

That whereas four acres of land, part of 
the ſaid fix acres of land, lying in Saint 
George's Fields, whereon it is intended to build 
the ſaid Hoſpital, lie together in one plot 
but the ſaid four acres of land cannot be in- 
cloſed for that purpoſe, unleſs the right of 
common thereon and herein before-mentioned 

extinguiſhed ; It is therefore further 
enacted, That from and after the paſſing of 
this Act all right of Common in, over, and 


upon the ſaid four acres of land, lying to- 


gether in one plot as aforeſaid, ſhall be for 
ever extinguiſhed ; and from thenceforth all 
right of common claimed by the ſaid Robert 
Dingley and Philip Milloway be for ever ex- 
tinguiſhed. 


And 
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And in order that the ſaid Robert Dingley 
and Philip Milloway may become ſeized of ſix 
acres of land in Saint George's Fields in one 
plot, in truſt for the uſes of the ſaid Charity; 
It is further enacted, That it ſhall be lawful for 
the ſaid R. Dingliy and P. Mill way to exchange 
the ſaid other two acres, part of the ſix acres 
of land aforeſaid, or any part of the ſaid two 
acres, for any other lands in the ſaid fields, 
which lie next and adjoin to the ſaid four acres 
of land; and it ſhall be lawful for any per- 
ſons, Bodies politic, corporate, or collegiate, 
Corporations Aggregate or Sole, Feoffees in 
Truſt, or other Truſtees whatſoever, to ex- 
change any lands in the ſaid fields, which lie 
next and adjoin to the ſaid four acres of land 
before-mention2d, for any part of the ſaid 
two acres; and all exchanges which ſhall 
be made of any ſuch lands ſhall be valid to all 
intents and purpoſes : and all Bodies Politic, 
corporate, or collegiate, Corporations aggre- 
gate or ſole, and all Feoffees in truſt, Exe- 
cutors, Adminiſtrators, Huſbands, G uar- 
dians, and Truſtees, and all other perſons, 
are indemnified for what they ſhall do by vir- 
tue of this Act; and after ſuch exchanges 
ſhall be made, all right of common in, over, 


and upon the lands which ſhall be ſo taken in 


exchange 
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exchange by the ſaid Dingley and Milloway 
ſhall be extinguiſhed ; and from thenceforth 
all right of common, claimed by the ſaid 
Dingley and Milloway, by any right or title to 
the lands which ſhall be ſo taken in exchange 
by the ſaid Dingley and Milloway, ſhall be 
extinguiſhed, 

Provided, That nothing herein contained 
ſhall extend to impower the ſaid Governors 
to erect any building within ten feet of any of 
the roads which ſhall be made from the ſouth 
end of the bridge at Black Fryers, in the city 
of London, or to do any other matter or thing 
to the prejudice or interruption of the ſaid 
roads. 

That if any action or ſuit ſhall be com- 
menced againſt any perſons for any thing done 
in purſuance of this Act, or in relation to the 
premiſes, or any of them, every ſuch action 
or ſuit ſhall be laid or brought within fix 
months, and be laid in Middleſex or Surry ; 
and the Defendants may plead the general 
iſſue, and give this Act and the ſpecial matter 
in evidence ; and if verdict or judgment ſhall 
be given againſt the Plaintiffs, the Defendants 
ſhall have treble coſts. 

That this Act ſhall be a public Act. 
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A New MAGDALEN HospIT AL, 
To the 15th November, 1768. 


HER MAJ ESTV 
Francis, Earl of Hertford, 
Hugh, Earl Percy, 

Lady Frances Coningſby, 
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Canterbury, 
Lord Chief Bhron Parker, 
Rt, Hon. Lord Orwell, 
Honble Mr. Baron Perrott, 


Rt. Hon. Sir Edward Hawke, 


Sir George Pococke, K. B. 
Sir Charles Bunbury, Bart. 
Sir William Mildmay, Bart. 
Sir John Dick, Bart. 
Sir Geo. Savile, Bart. 
Sir Alexander Grant, Bart. 
Iſaac Akerman, Eſq; 
Thomas Farrer, Eſq; 
John Anthony Rucker, Eſq; 
Jonas Hanway, Eſq; e 
Unknown, by Mr. Hanway, 
Thomas Hanway, 2 
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Dr. Secker, late Archbiſhop of 
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| 

| Stephen Peter Godin, Eſq; 50 0 
Fi Thomas Fletcher, Eſq; 52 10 
*l $1 Andrew Thompſon, Eſq; 30 0 
4 John Barker, Eſq; 100 o 
4 Mrs. Barker 60 o 
14 Mr. John Barker Church 40 © 
| j Alexander Fordyce, Eſq; 52 10 
nf Samuel Roffey, Eſq; 52 10 
1 - Laurence Sulivan, Eſq; 31 10 
$1 James Vere, Eſq; 50 © 
| 1 John Delme, Eſq; | 50 o 
| 1 Thomas Ed wards Freeman, Eſq; 50 o 
1 Nathaniel Caſtleton, Eſq; 31 10 
| 1 John Dorrien, Eſq; 50 0 

W The Rev. William Dodd, LL. D. 21 O 
FE Philip Milloway, Eſq; 30 © 
it | John Cornwall, Eſq; 20.0. 
| 1 George Peters, Eſq; 20 0 
| \ Francis Lawſon, Eſq; 21 0 
is 4 Henry Vanſittart, Eſq; 30 0 
1 Vanſittart Hudſon, Eſq; 40 O 
1 George Adey, Eſq; 21 0 
4 Richard Morhall, Eſq; 50 0 
j 4 Meſſrs. Johnſon and Langley, 21 © 
| it - Joſeph Skinner, Eſq; 21 Q 
10 Mr. Samuel Butler, 20 0 
191 Michael James, Eſq; 20 0 
142379 Mr. Charles Wray, 21 0 
Timothy Mangles, Eſq; al © 
1 George Briſtow, Eſq; 21 0 
5 I Peter Duval, Eſq; 31 10 
4 Albert Neſbitt, Eſq; AH © 
iT! William Jacomb, Eſq; 21 © 
11 Peter Bennet, Eſq; 31 10 
is Robert 


Robert Halcrew, Eſq 
Edinund Boehm, Eſq; 
Andrew Grote, Eſq; 

J. R. Siebel, Eſq; 

Roger Staples, Eſq; 
William Fauquier, Eſq; 
Robert Baldy, Eſq; 
Peter Gauſſen, Eſq; 
Maſter Philip Stanhope, 
Thomas Godfrey, Eſq; 
Joſeph Chaplin Hankey, Eſq; 
Kirkes Townley, Eſq; 
James Coningham, Eſq; 
Robert Nettleton, Eſq; 
Samuel Rickards, Eſq; 
Samuel Watſon, jun. Eſq; 
William Davidſon, Etq; 
Thomas Hollis, Eſq; 
John Grant, Eſq; 
Monkhouſe Daviion, Eſqz 
Charles Hornby, Eſq; 
Mr. Edward De Santé, 


Sundry perſons, by Mr. De 1 


Mr. Richard Salmon, 

Mr. Sanders Oliver, 

Mr. Iſaac Walker, 

Mr. James Morgan, 

Mr, Herman Meyer, 

Mr. Henry A. Langkoff, 

Mr. Alexander Mahlftede, 

Mr William Scholey, 

Freeman Flower, Eſq; 

Faul Blagrave, Eſq; 

Eliſha Biſcoe, Eſq; 
| F f2 
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Dr. Heberden, 

Hon. Thomas Harvey, 
George Preſcott, Eſq; 
Robert Pell, Eſq; 

oe  þ 

George Garrett, Eſq; 
Michael Adolphus, Eſq; 
Simon Fanſhawe, Eſq; 


| Capt. Pigot, ; 


J. H. Browne, Eſq; 


Peter Delme, Eſq; 


James Whitchurch, Eſq; 
Unknown, by A. W. 
Thomas Preſton, Eſq; 
Thomas Naſh, Eſq; 

Mr. Abraham Winterbottom, 
Mr. Timothy Lacy, 

Mr. Frederic Bull, 

Mr. William Hunt, 

Mr. Morton Rockliff, 

Mr. William James Gambier, 
Mr. M. 

H. E. Eſq; 

W. 8. 

= H. 

W. 

A Gentleman unknown, 


A perſon unknown, 


Perſon unknown, 

A perſon wnknown, 
Mrs. Anne Wheeler, 
Mrs. Hawkins Browne, 
Mrs. Anne Coteſworth, 
Mrs. Courtauld, 
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A ; 
OF THE 
GOVERNOTEEX 
: OFF THEYRE 

MAGDALEN HOSPITAL. 
Governors for Life, g. 
Governors by Annual Subſcription, a. 
Of the Committee, Lo 
Have ſerved as Stewards, _. A 
Governors for Life, whogiveannually, g. a. 

PATRONESS, 

g. HER MAJESTY. 


PRESIDENT. 


2. FRancns, Ea:l of HERTFORD, Great Greſ- 
venar-ſtreet, | 


Vice PRESIDENTS, 


RoperT, Lord Romney, Maidflone, Kent, 

Huck, Earl Pxrcy, Park-vlace, _ 

Sir ALEX. GRANT, Bart. Billiter- lane, 

ROBERT DixnGLEY, Eſq; Lamb-abbey, near 
Foit's Cray, Kent. 


TREASURER, 
. a. c. 3. John Barker, Eſq; Manſellaſtreet, Good- 


man's-fields. 
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THE COMMITTE E. 


Right Hon. Lord Viſcount Bxaucyane, 
Right Hon. Lord OxRwELI, 


George Adey, Eſq; 
Iſaac Akerman, Eſq; 
George Briſtow, Efq; 
Nathaniel Caſtleton, Eſq; 
John Delme, Eſq; 
John Dorrien, Eſq; 
Peter Duval, Ef ; 
Thomas Farrer; Eſq; 

William Fauquier, Eſq; 

Thomas Fletcher, Eſq; 

George Garrett, Eſq; 

Robert Halcrow, Eſq; 

Jonas Hanway, Eſq; 

Charles Hornby, Eſq; 

William Jacomb, Eſq; 

Michael James, Eſq; 

Herbert Mackworth, Eſq; 
Timothy Mangles, Eſq; 

Philip Milloway, Eſq; 

Richard Morhall, Eſq; 

Robert Nettleton, Eſq; 

Tens Pederſon, Eſq; 

Robert Pell, Eſq; 

The Hon, Mr. Baron Perrott. 
George Peters, Eſq; 

Thomas Preſton, Eſq; 

John Anthpny Rucker, Eſq; 
Joſeph Skinner, Eſq; 

John Shakeſpear, Eſq; and Alderman, 
Sir Timothy Waldo, Knt. 

George Wombwell, Eſq; 
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GOVERNOKtS 


Z A. 
g. . Heneage Earl of Aylesford, Grofvener- 


ſquare, 
a. Willoughby Earl of Abingdon, Great 
George-ftreet, Weſtminſter, 
g. Hon. Sir Rich. Adams, Bloamſbury-ſquare, 
g.5, Sir Charles Aſgill, Bart. Sr. Fames's-ſquare, 
g. Mr. Rich. Aſtley, Durham-yard, Smithfield, 
g. Repreſentative of laudable order of Antigal- 
licans, 
g c. s. Iſaac Akerman, Eſq; Fenchurch-Areet, 
g. c, 5, George Adey, Eſq; Baſinghall-/treet, 
g. James Petit Andrews, Eſq; a 
a. Mrs. Adamſon, Oxey, near Cirenteſter, 
Glouceſterſhire, 


B. 


. 5. John Duke of Bedford, Bloomſb ury-ſi uare, 

Henry Dukeof Buccleugh, Graſvenor-ſguare, 
George Earl of Briſtol, St Fames's- ſquare, 
John = of Buckinghamſhire, Bond ftreet, 

„. John Earl of Bute, 
R_ of Bute, South Audley-ſireet, 
c. g. Francis Lord Viſcount Beauchamp, Lerce/ter 


Tields, 

. 5, Norborne Lord Botetourt, Virginia, 

Earl of Barrymore, Audley-ſ g uare, 

Sir Walter Blackett, Bart. Half Mon Areet, 
Piccadilly, | 

a. dir Roger Bradſhaigh, Haigh, Lancaſhire, 

a. Lady Bradſhaigh, Hargh, Lancaſhire, 

4. Lady Bryan Broughton, Cleveland-row, St. 

am2s's- 


d Rant BOg ch 


g. Sir 


AU 
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a. Sir Robert Burdett, Bart. Upper Groſvenor. 
| ſtreet, | 

Sir Charles Bunbury, Bart. Privy Gardens, 
Edmund Boehm, Eſq; Siſe- lane, 

John Bagnall, Eſq; 

Mr. John Barnes, Green Lettice-lane, 
George Lee, Eſq; Lombard-/treet, 

John Browne, Eſq; Cornhill, 
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Puſby, Eſq; New Bond-fireet, 
Robert Baldy, Eſq; Northumberiand-/ireet, 
Strand, 
William Henry Barnard, Eſq; Albemarle— 
reet, 


*, Jonathan Barnard, Eſq; Siſe-lane, 

Mr. John Barnard, 

Robert Butcher, Eſq; Ceple, Bedfordſhire, 

Samuel Boſanquet, Eſq; Angel- court, T hrog- 
morton- treet, 

John Bates, Eſq; 

Richard Pecher, Eſq; at Bengal, 

Mr. John Bowles, Cornh:ll, 

Mr. Frederic Bull, Leadenhall-freet, 
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'TH 4 William Bearſley, Eſq; 

11 41 g. . Henry Boldero, Eſq; Lombard-/reet, 

| 1 g. c. George Briſtow, Eſq; MerchantTaylers Hall, 
18. g. George Burges, Efq; 

1 g. Joſeph Bird, Eſq; Bend court, Wallrect, 
i a, James Barrell, Eſq; Tekenhou/e-yard, 
10 a. Samuel Brailsford, Eſq; 

if g. Guſtayus Brander, Eſq; Inner-temple. 
1 a. Mleſſrs. Peale and Wells, Ludgate- bill, 
[ g. Thomas Boddington, Eſq; 

if a. Mr. Thomas Bell, 


g. Thomas 
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s. Thomas Barwick, Eſq; Friday-Hreet, 

g. William Bromfield, Eſq; : 

9. Mr. Butler, St. Mary Axe, 

FA Capt. Peter Bennett, New Hermitage Stairs, 

a, Thomas Burton, Eſq; 

a. Robert Briſtow, Eſq; Spring Gardens, 

a. Francis Burdett, Eſq; North Audley-/jirect, 

g. Matthew Brickdale, Eſq; Briſtol, 

g. Mrs. Barker, Marſell-ftreet,Goodman's-fields, 

a, Mrs. MargaretBeckman, Cannenbury-hou/e, 
Iſlington, - 

2. Mrs. Bradley, Tower- Hill, 


C. 
9. The Right Rev: the Biſhop of Corke, 
£.5, Philip Earl of Cheſterfield, May-farr, | 
9g. Robert Earl of Catherlough, Golden-ſquare, 
g. The Rt. Rev. the Biſhop of Clonfert, 


FA Robert, Lord Clive, Berkeley-ſquare. 

a, Major Gen. Carpenter, King's Meuſe, 

g. Charles Crommeline, Eſq; 

g. Lady Mary Coke, 

a, Lady Cotton, 

g. a. 5. Sir George Colebrooke, Bart. Broad-Areet. 
g. The Rev. Allen Cooper, 

g. 3. As ſheton Curzon, Eſq; Great Brook-ftreet, 
a, Dame Mary Curzon, Alber marle- ſtreet, 


Lady Frances Coningeſby, 
James Crokatt, Eſq; Ludgate Hill, 
Stephen Croft, Eſq; 

5, Nathaniel Cholmley, Eſq; Chapel ſůtreet, 

near South Audley-flreet, 
Robert Carey, Eſq; Watling-fireet, 
Charles Child, Eſq; at Mr. Loxam's, 
Royal Exchange, 
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g. Richard Chiſwell, Eſq; Hackney, 
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ga. c. s. Nathaniel Caſtleton, Eſq; Spring Gardens, 
g. John Coape, Eſq; Diffaff- lane, near Doctors 
Commons, | 
g. 5. John Cornwall, Eſq; Kings Arms yard, 
Ham pft ead. 
g. Patrick Crawford, ard John Dalrymple, 
Efqrs. Ex. to Mrs, Mary Middleton, 
g. Col. Charlton, and Col. Ward, Ex. to 
Mrs. Wolff, 
a, Godfrey Bagnal Clarke, Eſq; 
as William Challoner Eſq; York/hire, 
a. Robert Child, Eſq; Ber#eley /quare, 
a. Thomas Cave, Efq; Leicefter-fields, 
a, William Craven, Eſq; Berkſhire, 
a, © Richard Coffin, Eſq Devonſbire, 
g. John Coe, Eſq; 
g. 5 Abraham Chambers, Eſq; Soho-ſquare, 
g. Thomas Croſier, Eſq; Turnwheel- lane, 
Cannon-AHreet, ö 


. John Calcraft, Eſq; Sacłvile. ſtreet, 


a. Thomas Cartwright, Eſq; Henrietta-/treet, 
Cavuendiſb- ſquare, N 
g. Thomas Clutterbuck, jun. Eſq; Ex. to 
Thomas Meadows, Eſq; | 
a. John Crewe, Eſq; Groſvenor-ſquare, 
a. Richard Combe, Eſq; 
James Coutts, Eſq; Strand, | 


Thomas Calverly, Eſq; 
Mr, B. Cole, Bartbolomew's-hoſpital, 
g. Mr. Henry Cock, Vapping, 
g. Mr. Benjamin Champion, Cotoleyrſireet, 
Biſhopjgate-ſireet. 
g. Mr. Edward Curteis, Fenchurch ftreet, 
g. Mr. 
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Mr. Richard Cracraft, jun. Philpot-lane, 

Mr. John Cox, | 

Mr. William Clarke, Bow-charch-yard, 

Mr. John Barker Church, Fenchurch- 
Areet, 

Mrs. Anne Coteſworth, George, ſtreet, 
Hanover-ſquare, : | 

Mrs. Anne Crayeſtien, 

Mrs. Courtauld, Cernhill, 

Mrs. Jervoiſe Clarke, Albemarle-ftreet, 

| D | 


Wm. Earl of Dartmouth, St. James's ſquare, 

Arthur Earl of Donegal, St. Fames's-ſquare, 

Counteſs of Denbigh, South- Audley-ftreet, 

Lady Anne Dawſon, Brompton, 

Sir Lawrence Dundas, Bart. Arlington- 
Areet, | 

Sir John Dick, Bart. Leghorn, 

Hon. Charles Dillon, Eſq; 

Charles Vere Daſhwood, Eſq; Nottingbam- 
ſhire, | 

Samuel Daſhwood, Eſq; Leiceſter Fields, 

Henry Drummond, Eſq; George:/treet, 
We/tminfler, 

Maximilian Dawes, Eſq; Temple, 

William Davidſon, Eſq; 

Mrs. Heſter Dingley, near Foet's Cray, 
Kent. 

Charles Dingley, Eſq; Lothbury, 

Robert Henry Dingley, Eſq; 


c. g. John Dorrien, Eſq; Billiter- ſquare, 


Richard Duhorty, Eſq; . 
Philip Delahaize, Eſq; Baſinghall ſireet, 
g. Richard 
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g. Richard Dalton, Eſq; 

g. Rev. William Dodd, LI. D. Southampton- 
row, Bloomſbury, 

g. Thomas Dawſon, M. D. Old Fewry, 

4. John Darker, Eſq; Bartholomew's hoſpital, 

g. c. 5. John Delme, Eſq; Spring-gardens, 

g. 5. Peter Delme, Eſq; Groſvenor- ſquare, 

g. Mr. Edward De Sante, Leadenhall jIreet, 

g. Monkhouſe Daviſon, Eſq; ef iro 

g. c. Peter Duval, Eſq; Broadſireet- building, 

a, John Duval, Junior, Eſq; 

g. James Dickſon, Eſq; 

g. John Day, Eſq; 2 Temple, 

a, Thomas Deſaguliers, Eſq; Queen: ſtreet, 


Weſtminſter, 


ge Richard Davis, Eſq; Hammerſmith, 
E. 


g.s, Sir James Eſdaile, Knt. and d Alderman, | 


Bunhill-row, 


g. Peter Eſdaile, Eſq; Ditto, 

g. 5. Mr. John Eddowes, Cheapſide, 

g. Mrs. Eyres, 9 ot-ſtreet, Goodman's-fields, 
g. Counteſs 8 Ferrers, 
g. Hugh, Viſcount Falmouth, St. Pames's-ſquare 
ge Alexander Fordyce, Eſq; St, Clements-lane, 


Lombard-ſtreet, 
c. 5. Thomas F letcher, Eſq; Walthamſt:w, - 
4. Thomas Edwards Freeman, Eſq; Sackville- 


eet, 


Mr. William Fletcher, Cornbill, 


LF 


g · Joſiah 


N 
N 
| 
| 


| 
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4. Sir John Fielding, Knt. Bow-ftreet, 
2. Joſiah Farrer, Eſq; Do#or's-Commons, 
g. c. 3. William Fauquier, Eſq; Stretton-ftreet, 
| Piccadilly, f 

g. c. 5, Thomas Farrer, Eſq; Preſcot-ireet, 

g. a, Mrs. Judith Farrer, Ditto 

a. Hon. Mr. Fitzmaurice, Pall Mall, 

g. Richard Fuller, Eſq; Birchin-Lane, 

4. Thomas Foley, Eſq; junior, Foley Houſe, 

g. Edward Forſter, Eſq; Bond- court, Wall. 

broke, 

g. Mr. Thomas Furley Forfter, Ditto, 

g. . Freeman Flower, Eſq; Clapham, 

g. 5, Aaron Franks, Eſq; Biſhopſgate-ftret, 

g. @ William Franks, Eſq; Percy-ftreet, St. 

- Glles's, | 

9. Rev. Dr. Fordyce, 

8 y G. 

a; Thomas, Earl of Gainſborough, Princes- 
Areet, Hanover-ſquare, 

Richard Gildart, Eſq; New Bond-ftreet 

Andrew Grote, Eſq; Leadenhall-ftreet, 

Thomas Godfrey, Eſq; Crutched-friars 

Sir Sampſon Gideon, Bart. Albemarle-ftreet, 

Lord Greville, St. James sſguare, 

Lady Betty Germain, St. James square, 

Stephen Peter Godin, Eſq; Southgate, 

William Gardiner, Eſq; Richmond, 

Peter Gauſſen, Eſq; Little St. Helens, 

Charles Gough, Eſq; 

William Gill, Eſq; Abchurch Lane, 

John Grant, Eſq; Glanville-fireet, Rath- 
bone-place, | 


Gg g. c. George 
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g. c. George Garrett, Eſq; Leman-/treet, 

2 William Garrett, Eſq; Ditto, 

Samuel Garbet, Eſq; Birmingham, 

Mr. William James Gambier, Aldermary- 
Church-yard, | 

2 Thomas Gray, Eſq; 

g. Mr. Eliſha Gough, Hermitage-/lreet, 

g. David Græme, Eſq; Charlette-row, 

g. Mrs. Gowland, 

a 


4. Miſs Heſter Greville, 


|» 
2.5, FrancisEarlof Huntingdon, St. Fames'5-place 
g. The Counteſs of Hertford, Great Greſuenor- 
eet 
g. The Counteſs Dowager of Huntingdon, 
Bath, 


2.5. SirEdwardHawke,Knt. of the Bath, Bloomſ+ 


| bury-ſquare, 
a. Lady Holland, Holland Houſe 
g. 5. Sir Robert Hildyard, Bart. 
a, Sir Thomas Heathcote, Bart. Lincoln's Inn- 
fields, | | 
g. Sir John Honey wood, Bart. Evington, near 
Canterbury, Kent, N 
a. Lady Archibald Hamilton, Portman- ſquare, 
4. Sir Harry Harpur, Bart. Saville Row, | 
g. Thomas Hanſon, Eſq; Cro/by-place, 
g. c. 5. Jonas Hanway, Eſq; Red-lion-ſquare, 
g. c. Robert Halcrow, Eſq; Mark-Lang, 
g. c. Charles Hornby, Eſq; Manſell-fireet, Goode 
man's fields, 5 


4. Hon. Themas Hampden, 


22. W. N. Hart, Eſq; Jermyn-freet, 


g.. Henry 
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+» Henry Hoare, Eſq; Fleet- ſtreet, 
Thomas Hollis, Eſq; Pall Mall, 

John Horne, Eqq; Slane, 

Samuel Horne, Eſq; 

Joſeph Chaplin Hankey, Eſq; Fenchurch= 


2 


* 


Street, 
Mr. Henry [ns Lombard-flreet 
6. James Hubbald, Eſq; Bread-Street, 


Iſaac Henckell, Eſq; Fenchurch-Street, 
William Haſſey, Eſq; 
Heacock, Eſq; 

Mr. Goddard Hagen, Mark Lane, 
William Halkead, Angel Court, Throg- 
morton=ſtreet, | 

J. Harland, Eſq; 

Mr. William Holden, Birmingham, 

WilliamHeberden, Eſq; M. D. Cecil Streets 

| Strand, 

a, George Hoare, Eſq; Bath, 

23. —— - Huzzimorel, Eaſt-Indies, 

g.  Mr.Edward Hawkins, Leman-Street,Good= 
man's-fields, 

gz. Mr. Samuel Hawkins, Ditto, 

as Hon. Thomas Hervey, Eſq; Old Bond- 
Street, 

a, William Hunter, M. D. ermyn-Sireet, | 

a. Mr. John Hyde, Cornbill, 

9. George Hogg, Eſq; Lynn Regis, 

g. John Henniker, Eſq; Stratford, 

2. Mr, Thomas Hunt, Old-jewry, 

g& William Harvey, Eſq; 

Thomas Hill, Ela: j 


- 
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a. Mrs. Alice Hill, Stratford, 

a, Mrs. Grace Hill, | 
g- Mrs. Heathcote, Ex. to Hele Dyer, Eſq 
2. Mrs. Catharine Hyde, Ditto, 


I. 
g. a. c. William Jacomb, Eſq; Lawrence Poultnay- 
hill, 
g. c. 3. Michael James, Eſq; Haydon-ſquare, 
g. a. Charles Jennens, Eſq; Great Or mond-ftreet, 
g. Edmund Jennings, Eſq; Lincoln's-inn, New 
Building, | 
Robert Jones, Eſq; Clements-lane, 
Loftus Jones, Eſq; St. Fames's-/ireet, 
Mr. Henry Jaffray, Strand, 


a 
a 
&* 
g. Mr. Joel Johnſon, Church-lane, Whitechapel» 
g Mr. John James, 
K. 
* Anthony Keck, Eſq; Theobald's, Heri ford- 
| Hire, 

a, William Long Kingſman, Eſq; Holles-/treet, 
3. Joſeph Kane, Eſq; | 
a. 

a 

a 


Thomas Knight, Eſq; Greoſvener-fireet, 
Luey Knightley, Efq; Groſvenor-ſquare, 
Mrs. King, 

| L. 
a, Lord Leigh, New Norfolk-ftreet, 
2. James, Lord Lifford, Lord Chancellor of 
Treland. 
4. Sir Petar Leiceſter, Bart. Hill. ſtreet, | 
g. 5. John Lefevre, Eſq; Bow, near Stratford, 
Eſſex, 
42. Leonard Lefevre, Eſq; Ditto, 
a. John 
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John Lethbridge, Eſq, Somerſethire, 


Mr. John Daniel Lucadou, Union- court, 


Broad-ſtreet, 
Mr. Thomas Light, Hackney, 
Admiral Long, Holles-treet, 
William Lock, Eſq; Portman-ſquare, 


Timothy Lacy, Eſq; Friday-/treet, - 


Mr. Vincent eggatt, 6 

Edwin Laſcelles, Eſq; Old Bond ſtreet, 

John George Liebenrood, Eſq; Miles- Ws 
Cannon-ſtreet, _ 

Luke Lillingſtone, Eſq; - 

Mr. Thomas Lawton, Wapping, gy 


Mr. Thomas Langley, Church-lane, White- 


Chapel, 

Francis Lawſon, Eſq; Tooke's-court, Chan- 
cery-lane, 

Mr. Henry Langkoff, Scots-yard, Buſh-lane, 

Mrs. Anne Legrandand Mrs, Mary Legrand 
Ex. to J. * jun. Eſq; 


George Duke of Marlborough, Priory, St. 
Fames's, 


Lord Viſcount Molyneux, Bond-/treet, 


The Marquisof Monthermer, PrivyGarden, 


Lord Viſcount Montague, Cowadry, Suſſex, 

Lord Maynard, Greſvenor-ſquare, 

Sir William Mildmay, Bart. Brook ſtreet, 
Groſfven:r-ſquare, 

James Matthias, Eſq; Warnford-court, 
T hrogmorton-/treet, 

Horatio Mann, Eſq; Saville-row, _ 

Mr, James Morgan, Broad-ſtreet Buildin 98 

r 


83 & 
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8. 


Mr. Herman Meyer, Mincing lane, 

Mr. Alexander Mahlftede, 

Meſs. Martin, Stone, and Blackwell, Lom- 
bard. ſtreet, | 

Mr. Thomas Manby, Walthamſtow, 

Mr. Samuel Moody, Leadenhall ſtreet, 


g. c. 5. Richard Morhall, Eſq; King's-road, 


„ 


Michell, Eſq; 


Timothy Mangles, Eſq; Haydon-/quare, 


Joſeph Muſgrave, Eſq; New Norfolk-ſtreet, 


. Philip Milloway, Eſq; Abchurch-lane, 


William Mount, Eſq; Tower-h:ll, 
John Mount, Eſq; Ditto, 
George Medley, Efq; NewBurlington-/treet, * 
James Mytton, Eſq; 

Herbert Mackworth, Eſq; Cavendi/h-/quare, 
Mr. Brough Maltby, Poultry, 


Mr. Thomas Nobbes, Strand, 


Mrs. Letitia Munday, Bath, 


Lady Katharine Murray, Broek-/treet, 


Miſs Medows, St. James's, 
5 
Hugh Duke of Northumberland, Charing 


Croſs, | | 
The Ducheſs of Northumberland, Ditto, 
Sir John Nelthorpe, Bart. Lincolnſhire, 


. Robert Nettleton, Eſq; Camberwell, 


John Nightingale, Eſq; Lombard. ſtreet, 
rn Norman, Eſq; Black-friars, 
athapiel Newnham, jun. Eſq; Botolph- 
lane, | 
Thomas Naſh, Eſq; Cheapſide, 
Albert Neſbit, Eſq; a . 
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£& Mr. Edward Nicklin, Ludgate-ſireet, 
8 


g. c. Lord Orwell, Stanhope-ſtreet, 

9. Robert Henley Ongley Eſq; Great George- 
ftreet, Weſtminſter, | 

Z. Mr. Jeremiah Oſborn, Ex. to Mrs. Mary 
Welt of Briſtal, 

a. Mr. Saunders Oliver, Cannon-ſireet, 

g. Mrs. Oliver, Bath, 
| P. 

g. The Counteſs of Pomfret, Saville-roto, 

g. Lord Pigot, S:ho-/quare, 

g. J. Sir Thomas Parker, Knt. Lord Chief Baron 
of the Exchequer, Bedford-row, 

g. c. Honble Mr, Baron Perrott, Serjeant's-inn, 

g. Sir Samuel Prime, Knt. Whitton, Middle- 


4 
a, Sir John Palmer, Bart. Albemarle-ſtreet, 
3. Sir George Pococke, K B. Charles-ſireet, 
Berkley-ſquare, 
g. c. 5, ThomasPreſton, Eſq; Serjeant's-inn, Fleet- 
ſtreet, 
g. c. 5. George Peters, Eſq; Old Bethlem, 
899 Jamey Portis, Pancras-lane, 
g. Mr. George Portis, Ditto, 
g. Thomas Plumber, Eſq; Fohn's-ſtreet, 
g. Mr. Edmunds Pitts, Swithins-lane, 
g. Mr. John Pearce, Corbet- court, 
2. Newdigate Poyntz, Eſq; Bofwelk-court, 
Carey: ſtreet, : 
g. c. Jens Pederſon, Eſq; Welldoſe-ſquare, 
g. Francis Plumer, Eſq; Strand, 
z. Nicholas Peter Pillon, Eſq; St. Mary Axe, 
MS g. John 
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> 


og % 


ASS 1 


John Porter, Eſq; 

Mr. William Pocock, Newgate- ſtreet, 

Frederic Pigou, Eſq; Bedford. ſtreet, 
Covent- garden, 

John Page, Eſq; Water- gate, Suſſex, 

Edward Page, Eſq; Tottenham, 

c. Robert Pell, Eſa; TWal-c'sſe -ſquare, 
George Preſcott, Eſq; Colman-ſtreet, 
Sacheverel Poole, Eſq; Derbyſhire, 
Thomas Powis, Eſq; Northamptonſhire, 
Robert Palk, Eſq; Spring-gardens, 
Robert pigot, Eſq; Middleſex, 

George Pitt, Eſq; Half-moon-ſtreet, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Percival, Brite, 


Q. 
porn Quick, Eſq; Cornhill, 
R. 


The Marquis of Rockingham, Groſvenor 
ſquare, 
Sir Frank Standiſh, Bart. St. Fames's- ſtreet, 
Sir Thomas Rawlinſon, Knt. Fenchurch- 
treet, 
Hugh Roſs, Eſq; St. Mary Axe, 
Mr John Randall, Retherhithe, 
Samuel Roffey, Eſq; Lincoln' s-inn-fields, 
John Rooke, Eſq; Angel-court, Throg- 
morton- ſtreet, 
William Reynolds, Eſq; Manſell. rae, 
c. 5, John Anthony — ng Eſq; Suff 0!k-lanty 
Cannon ſtreet, 
Charles Reinbolt, Eſq; St. Peterſburgh, 
Samuel Rickards, Eſq; Fenchurch. ſtreet, 
Nathaniel Ryder, Eſq; Hill ſtreet, 
a, Thomas 
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Thomas Reynolds, Eſq; 
Mrs. Anne Rider, Mpite-chapel, 


8 


John Earl of Sandwich, Berkley-ſquare, 


The Ducheſs Dowager of Somerſet, 
Twickenham, 

Richard Earl of Scarbrough, South Audley- 
ſtreet, 


Wm. Earl of Shelburne, Berkley- ſquare, 


T he Earl of Strathmore, 


Wm. Earl of Strafford, St. Fames's-ſquare, 
John Earl Spencer, St. 


James s Place, 
Counteſs of Spencer, Ditto, 
Nathl. Lord Scarſdale, South Audley-ſuare, 
Honourable Mrs. Anne Shirley, 

Sir George Savile, Bart. Leiceſter-fields, 
Sir William St. Quintin, Bart. Bath, 
Joſeph Salvador, Eſq; Biſbepſgate-ſireet, 
Henry Shiffner, Efq; Queen -Hrect, 
John Shiffner, Eſq; Baſinghall-ſtreet, 
E. Smith, Eſq; 


John Smith, Eſq; Great St. Helens, 


James Scawen, Eſq; St. Fames's-ſquare, 

John Spiker, Eſq; Ayiiffe-/treet, 

John Small, Eſq; :; | 

Mr. John Staples, Manſell-ſtreet, Gocd- 
man 5-fields, 

Henry Steers, Eſq; 

John Steers, Eſq; 

Mr. Robert Salmon, Limehouſe, 


Thomas Scott, Eſq; Preſcott-ſtreet, 


Mr. Benjamin Smith, Cannon-/treety 

Mr, Samuel Smith, Ditto, 

Mr. Robert Stewart, medi 
g. Manoel 
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Manoel Francis Sylva, Eſq; St. Mary Axe, 
4. Andrew Stone, Eſq: Privy-garden, | 
g.. John Rogers Siebel, Eſq; Lawrence Poult- 
ney-hill, 
. Joſeph South, Eſq; New Broad-ſireet, 
51. 7 —f Stead, Eſq; King I Tower 
ill, 
. William Stow, Eſq; Manſell-ſtreet, Good- 
man's-fields, 
. c. Joſeph Skinner, Eſq; JYhite-chapel, 
. Ruſſel Skinner, Eſq; Calcutta in Bengal, 
Lawrence Sulivan, Eſq Great Ormond- 
ſtreet, 
Mrs. Sulivan, Ditto, | 
Richard Spencer, Eſq; George-ſtreet, Weſt. 


e 

Luke Scrafton, Eſq; Grofvenor-ſquare, 

8 Spalding, Eſq; 

c. John . Eſq; Alderman, Billi- 
ter-ſ/quare, 

Alexander Small, Eſq; Clifton, Bucking- 
hamſbire, 

Maſter Philip Stanhope, Seuthampton-row, 

Mr. William Sainſbury, Friday ſtreet, 

Thomas Skipwith, Eſq; Warwickſhire, 

John Seare,. Eſq; Hertford/hire, 

Mr. Claude Scott. 

Miſs Stanwix, 


1. 
The Right Rev. Dr. Trail, Biſhop of 
Downe and Connor, 


Sir Charles Kemeys Tynte, Baſe: Hill- 


ireet 
8 2. 5. Barlow 
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Barlow Trecothick, Eſq; Alderman, Jobn- 
ſtreet, Bedford-row, | 
Mr. John Tozer, | 
John Thornton, Eſq; King's-arms Yard, 
Mrs. Thornton, Clapham, ; 
Mr. Thornton, Ditto, | 
Miſs Thornton, Ditto, s 


” 


Andrew Thompſon, Eſq; Auftin-friars. 
Harry Thompſon, Eſq; Gould-ſquare, 


Richard Thompſon, Eſq; 

ohn Taylor, Eſq; 

ohn Townfon, Eſq; St. Swithins-lant, 
James Taylor, Eſq; 
Oliver Toulmin, Eſq; Crutched-friars, 
Mr. Henry Thompſon, 


Robert Cotton Trefuſis, Eſq; Little Stan- 


hope Street, 
Kirkes Townley, Eſq; St. Fames's, 
Mrs, Jemima Turnpenny, Black-heath, 

| V. 5 
Henry Vanſittart, Eſq; Spring Gardens, 
Mr. Vick, Clifton, near Bath, 


Mr. Benjamin Vaughan. 


WW. 2 

Sir John Wynn, Bart. Dean-ſtreet Sobo 
Sir Watkin Williams Wynn, Bart. Greſ- 

V.nor Square, | | 


c. s. Sir Timothy Waldo, Knt. Salter s-Hall, 


Thomas Wentworth, Eſq; 

Richard Warner, Eſq; Woodford, 

Thomas Wroughton, Eſq; Warſaw, 

George Wombwell, Eſq; Crutched-fryars, 

Henry Wilmot, Eſq; Bloomſbury-ſquare, 
g. John 


.. 
g. 5. 
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John Wayland, Eſq; George Lane, 


| Robert Wilſon, Eſq; Lombard. ſtreet, 


Benjamin Webb, Eſq; Aark- lane, 

John Wickenden, Eſq; Lombard-Strett, 

Thomas Wale, Eſq; 

Mr. Charles Wray, Flet-ftreet, 

Mr. Jacob Wilkinſon, Abchurth-lane, 

James Whitchurch, Eſq; Twichnban, 

Mr. William Watſon, 

Francis Wood, Eſq; Temple, 

Mr. Abraham Nan — 
ſtreet. 

Jokn Wowen, Eſq; Hertford-ftreet, 

Thomas Wright, Eſq; Abchurch-lane, 

George Wrighte, Eſq; Gayburſt, Bucks, 

Mr. John Whiſton, Fleet-/treet, 


Mr. Joſeph Wells, Ludgate-billy 


— Willis, Eſq; 

Mrs. Weneworth, 'Clarges-flreet, 

Mrs. Anne Wheeler, Part-ſtreet, 
. 


Sir Joſeph Yates, Knut. one of the Judges 


of the King's Bench, Bedford-row, 
Hon, Charles Yorke, Bloomſbury-ſquares 
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LEGACIES Keceived. 


1759 The Executors of Mr. Hill, 10 10 o 


1761 Mrs. Martha Prynne, 30 © o 
Peter Lewis Levius, of Liſbon, 44 15 0 0 
Joſhua Warde, Eſq; 21 © o 

1762 Charles Spooner, Eſq; 100 0 0 
Mrs. Mary Beriman, in Eaſt- 

India Annuities, { 100 92 

Mr. Thomas Warde, 20 0 o 

Mrs. Elizabeth Beal, 4 40 

1763 Mr. John New, 100 o o 

Mr. John Redman, 13 

1764 Mr. John Stow, | 59 00 
1765 Mrs. Henrietta Wolfe, of | e 

Greenwich, © 

John Parminter, Eſq; 100 © o 

Mrs. Elizabeth Erwin, 10 © 0 

1766 Mrs. Mary Middleton, 200 o o 
Mr. Timothy Helmſley, aLega- J | g 

cy and two Mercers Bonds, 5 3 

1797 Dr. Bowles, 100 © o 
Counteſs of Montraith, 500 © o 
Hele Dyer, Eſq; 313 10 © 

1768 Miſs Mary Weſt, 1000 © o 
Henry Allen, Eſq; 400 O o 
George Newland, Eſq; 30 00 
Thomas Meadows, Eſq; 200 © o 
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